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To his Reſpedted Friend, Mr; R.C. 
BOOK-SELLER:. 


S I R> 
BOW He enſuing Refleftions were written about eight 

Ss years ſince, and then upon the coming out of a 
ll! J | more particular Defence from the Worthy Perſon 
DR) TS immediately concerid,| call'd, The Doctrine 

ET of Schilm fully opened, and applied co Ga- 
thered Churches, 1672. \ were conſigned by the Author to a 
perpetual obſcurity : But ſmce this Daring Champion hath 
entered the Field again in his batter'd Armour, and threatned 
to appear ſtill further in the ſelf-lame Caule and Argument, 
the Publication of theſe Notes is made [eaſonable, to the in- 
tent that he himſelf, and others, may take notice, what Ad- 
vances have been already made by him ; and how, not- 
withſtanding the Flouriſhes of his Anger and Oftentation, he 
bath really little afreſh to ofter unto the World, but 
odious Repetitions only. 

And to this purpoſe, - if you pleaſe, you may print them : 
And together with them, this Honourable Character, which 
one of his profeſſed Friends beſtows upon him : 


[* That he never yet wanted Argument againſt the Cauſe, or 
* Rebuke againſt the Perſon of any Man that ever oppoſed him. 

* That he hath Troops of Propo*tiors always at command, and 
*{o many Tokes of Diſtin@ions, as tw make good whatſoever he 
* hath ſaid, be it never ſo bad. 

A 2 © That 


wx 
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© That hehath one very ſtrange and wonderful piece of Artifice, 

| * that be the Controverſy what it will, he can make his Adverſary 
« differ with him about the Exiſtence of a God and Chriſt, ,, 


© Heaven and Hell. : | ; 
© Nay, that he can make him ſay 4»y thing that he himſelf 
« thinks he can moſt cafly oppoſe 3 or if he cannot make him ſay it, 
+ affirm and prove that he ſaith it, and then thunder out a Volume 
"IO * againſt him for ſaying /0. 
* {One thaz *©In a word, That he is the Mar of * Art, that can do and ang, 
barh read /-wi- | prove and diſfrove the ſame thing, 


liuss, and his 
Commcecnta- 


wr) {7 Which yet T had not added here, but that it is ſo very agreeable 


to Dr. Srllinge 


fe, p45. to his new Attempts. 


| 


The truth #5, as it was ſaid of Arceſilas, He hath introduced 
Genus Philoſophiz «ov-«7o, a (elf. contradicting Philo- 
 ſfophy, which, if it prevail, will fill the World with Scepticiſm, 
and endleſs Diſpurations. | rTor AoY® AGY05 UVTIMEIT XU, 1] And 
if there be any thing that ſeems ſevere i theſe RefleCtions, he 
mut thank himſelf for it, who hath furmſhed the + olleftor with 
ſo many Macerials: So eaſy a thing it 1s for (cl efteeming 
| Mea to talk to their own Reproach, as be ſomewhere hat- i, 
But nevertheleſs 1 am for retaining ſtill the more modeſt and 
lefs affefted Title. 
SIR, Iam 


July 20. 1680, Your Friend and Servant, 


AM. A: 
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A moſt Serious 


PREFACE 


Our of Mr. RICHARD BAXTER. 


— — 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


'F I ſpeak plainly of the 2zality of the Author's Arguings, Sail. Deſert. 
[ deſire the Reader not to interpret it, as if I had not the 5+ 
hearticſt deſire of Peace. — But Words are not anſwered 
according to their Nature, when the Nature of them isnot 
opened, — Plain-dealing is not the Sign of Enmity, but Love. Paz: 132: 
© The Law is open, our Writings and DoCtrinesare ealily tried. 12 
* If we ſay Evil, bear IVitneſs 4 the Emil. Pag. 32. 
£ Mark that Preac.er, Conformable or Nonconformable, who p.,, gg. 
* ſtirreth hardeſt for his -w# Homonr, and would raiſe it by dif- 
* honouring others, and is moſt impatient of all that cloudethr 
. *him, and 1s only for thoſe that ſet him up 3 and /ook ont 10 fur- 
* ther for a Mk of Badneſs, but take that Man for one of the Of 
* werſt, how wellſoever he preach or pray. 
* Art thou ready to cenſure the Dodrine of thy Teachers, the 
* AJions of thy Rulers, and the Perſons of thy Brethren © Be- Saints 6; erlal?, 
'yond doubt thou art a proud Perſon ; Pride hath ſeized on thy Ri 
'Heart : There is too much Hel! in thee, to have any acquain- 


*tance with Heaven, —— There 1s no more Heaven than there is 
; Humility. 
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Pref, tc C ve | ; : > Sn, 
of Church 4. © did but vent their Malice againſt the bejt Chriſtians under thoſe 


[6 ] 
* Certainly Pride is a greater Sin than } horedom or Drunken. 
Humility 15asneceſJary as Chaſtity and Sobricty. Truly, 
* Brethren, a Man may as certarly, and more lily and dangerouſly, 
© make haſte to Hell in a way of  Profeſſior, and carneſt Preaching 
* of the Goſpel, and ſecrring Leal for an holy Life, as1n a way of 
* Drunkenneſs and Filthineſs. | 
* Above all, ſec that you be Followers of Peace and QObnity, 


{ple all. to © both in the Church, and among your fclves. He that is not a 
Re, 2 © Sor of Peace, 1s not a Son of God. All other Sins deſtroy the 
© * Church conſequentially, but Drviſon and dveparation deltroy it 


* direcfly. Building of the Church 1s but an orderly joining of the 
* Materials 3 and what then is Disjoiring, but pulling down ? 
* Many Doctrinal Differences mult be tolerated 1n a Church ; 


& and w hy, but for Omit y of Peace? Therctore Dj union and 


© Separation is utterly intolerable. Believe not thoſe to be the Churches 
* Friends, that would cure and reform her by cutting of ker Throat. 
-* * Thoſe that ſay, No Truth wriſt be concealed for Peace, have uſu- 


0 


Ibid. « ally as little of the one a5 the other. — Do not your Hearts bleed, 


* to look upon the State of Ereglarnd, and to think, how few 
* Towns or Cities there be, where there is any Forwardreſs in 


© © Relivion, that are not cut into Shreds, and crumbled asto DusF, 


* by Separations and Diviſons * To think what a Wound we 
* have hereby given to the Chriſtian Name ? — 


Wil. * [ differ from many in ſezeral DoGrines of Moment, — And 


_ *yet it I ſhall zcaloutly preſs my Judgment on others, and ſeek 

*- ©to make a Party for it, and diſturb the "Peace of the Ghurch, and 

* {eparate from my Brethren, IT ſhould fear leſt I ſhould prove a 

* Errebraid in Hell, tor being a Fircbrand inthe Church. And 

© forall the interclt I have in your Judgment 'and Atfcctions, [ 

© here charge you, that if God ſhould give me up to any Fadliows 

I I Churc-rending Courle, again{t which I daily pray, that you 
* forſake me, and follow mc not a ſtep. 
© [ thought ozce, that all that-Wlld againſt Sch7/rs and Seds, 


*N.\mes: But ſnce that, T have ſeen what Love-hilling *Princt- 
+ ples have done. IT have long ſtood by, while Churches have 
| been 
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cheen divided and ſubdivided 5 one Congregation of the Divition 
<|abouring, to make the other contemptible and odious, and this 
called the Preacking of Truth, and the purer Worſhipping of Gad. <2 
©] have ſcen this grow up to the height of Raxters, in horrid 
© Blaſphemies 3 and then of ©wakers, in diſdainful Pride and 
© Surlincs 3 and into the way of Seekers, that were to ſeek for a 
«Miniſtry, for a Charch, a Scripture, and conſcquently a Chriſt. 
© | have many times hcard it break out into wore horrid Reviling 
« of the beſs Minijiry, and godlief# People, than evcr I heard from 
«the molt m14iignant Drunkard, [have lived to ſce 1t pur tO the 
« Oneſtic, 11 that which they call'd the Little * Parliament, WWhe- 
© ther all the Miniſters of the "Pariſhes of England ſhould be put 
@ down at once & When Love was once killed 1n their own 
© Breaſts by thoſe ſame Principles which I here detect. I have 
< ſeen how confidently the Killing of the King, the Rebellious FL 
© Demoliſhing of the Government of the Land, the Killing of many 
« Thouſands of their Brethren, the Turnings and Overturnings of 
© all kind of Rale, even that which they themſelves ſet up, have 
© been committed, and juſtified, and prophanely fathered por 
God. Theſe, with more ſuch Fruits of Love-killing [ King- 
* killing '| Principles and Diviſions, I have ſeen. And if after 
© fo lone, ſo ſad, ſo notorious Experience, you would have me 
* ſtill to be texder of the Brood of Hell, T mean, theſe Love- 
* deſtroying Ways , and to ſhew any countenance to that which 
* really hath done all this : you would have me as blind as the Sodo- 
* mites, and as obdurate as Pharaoh and his Egyptians, and utter- 
*Iv rclolved never to [ern the Will of God, or to regard either 
' Good or Evil in the World, — The ſame Sins are continued in 
* without KRepertance. And how guilty are thoſe Miniſters of the 
* Blood of Souls, that will not tell Men of their $i, and Danger £ 

* He that after the Experiences of this Aze, will think it fit to Cure of 
follow the Condud of Injudicions Zealots, 18 left as inexcuſable, - ww Divi 
'as almoſt any Man that never had a S7ebt of Hell bo. 

S aimolt any Van that never ght of Dell. £0 

*Preach Faith and Repentance, the common Catechiſm" Prin- 
ples, ( which are of greateſt need and uſe, and require the LITER 
greateſt Skill in Preachers,) the *Baptiſmral Covenant, the (reed, 


the. 


[83 ] 
[ © the Lord's Prager, the Decalogue 3 and do not, on pretence of # 
* going higher, trouble the Peoples Heads with unneceſſary 

«* things, nor turn them after vain Janglings, much leſs againſt 

-> * Conformity, or any thing that refleeth upon the Pariſh- Miniſters, 
* You may quickly kindlc in your Religious Hearers, a fad7zous 
© opinionaticie kind of Zeal, that ſhall make them Firebrands in 
© the Church, and no whit tend to ſave their Souls3 and you 

- * may deceive your ſelves by exerciſing an opinionative Leal, whillt 
* you think you are doing the Fork of Chriſt. 

**If there be any among you, that by ſuch a ſinful wpeace.ble 
© Zeal, will be cenſuring and deriding Conformiſts, — and making 
© them odrons to the Hearcrs, rebuke them ſharply, and cheriſh not 
© their Sin: And if they hear not, rebuke them before all ; and 
<1t they amend not, caſt t/ ex out of your Communion. And, as 

© you love your ſclves, the Church, and others, let not the 

. © proudeſt cenſorions * People be your Maſters : Take hecd of 
© that baſ® complying Humour, that maketh ſome they dare not 
- © diſpleaſe themr, leſt they ſhould call them as bad as they do the 

© Conformiſts. But if you come to this, it is the Women. and 

* Boys, that have leaſt Knowledg, and moſt proud cenſorions Paſſions, 

-. *that will be the Church-Governours, Keep your Authority, let 

© them take it how they will, and be not ſervile Followers of the 

« "Peoples Errors and Irregular VFays. 

Tvid. p.gc, 91. * If you ſet yourſelves in a dividing Way, ſecretly to rejoice 

* at the Conformable Miniſter's diſparagement, and to draw 4s 
* © any from hint as you can, you are but Deſtrozers of the Church 

*of God : Call your ſelves what you will, Icall you Deſtroyers, 

*1t you are Dizziders. 

* Preach 7zealouſly for Love, againſt Love-killing envious Zeal: 

* Teach them to know that all Men are imperfet and faulty, 

 <and ſo is all Mens IWorſhip of God ; and that he that will 

* not communicate with flty Worſhip, muſt renounce Commu- 

<n1ON With all the World, and all with himz. Unteach them that 

<7 © falſe Conceit, that all Book-Prayers are unlawful, yea, or all that 

* 15.774poſe. Read over to them thoſe Pſalms, which have frequent 

« Repetitions and Reſponſes, that they may know that ſuch are | 

2 


Itids | Pp] 95- : 


Ibid. p. 95496, 
97 « 


ks at 
Cpt uniay ful. If it be lawful for the Peovle to fong God's 
« P;..;1e, It 15 nOt UN 11wiunl to lay it: Doyon $ cutie of the Con- 
9 NCC : i” LOYCIO NS \what UIETENC ©, © Ucre Vas Detrw CCl the 
© larcrent 556i An 4 our I ard. We) V; 1311'S . and you wil find 


4 


PER ſr 1 14>K TY 10 1. LIC! _ [TC ICH them that 4 wty'y Prircgple OL 


PROTE : Ret MEN 132 Bc 3 erls tut tereſt of the Corgrecation 5 <2 


OE KEY WHEL K 1 41: wed ip x 1c the reed, or at the Fyums 
* of Prat'c, win He ce and Cie tall us, that jtunrding up 18 2 
* CONVERNC: us aiſtng Goftire : an ” when the Primitive Churches 
| 7 romp 32 know; 1Oriw 710a!, Cali gg tan - Jpoſtolical Tradition, ) 
 UNUTIOULTY COMM ndeil Stu ire only int "al the Lord's Day 's 
© Aderatio: 5 4 WINCA ICCauic WC Ca Not now well obſerve, it 18 
decently; contincd to 1 4ijex only, And 1n this the Conformiſts 
do biter ind more «dcemily than vou. And 1t 1s ſorry Per- 
 erfers's 20 tiy from a vettcr War, om aka uſe it. Un- 


© tcach them their unwarrantable Self-n icle ſeſts of Church-(oms * 


* 324%104;, as \f there mult be any other Proot of Holincſs needs 
* given, betides a ſober 'Profeiſion of Chriſtianity, that is, of the 
* Dajptiſonal Conn int, not provedly contradicied by Hereſy Or 4 

exiched Life. It we are Noneonformiſts, becauſe we cannot com- 


- ply with all #zzented uncapable Terms of Conmunion trom others, 


- why thall we make ſuch Engines to divide the Church our ſelves, 
© an: [ do ihe very things which we condemn in others & Unteach =: 
© them their cv peCtations, that all the Church muſt be ſatisfied of” 
* the Sincerity of each Communicant ; or that the Preſence of the 

* Onworth 5x, who are admitted by their own falſe Prefeſſrozr, or 
* y the Miniſters Fanlt. cry make it 2: rluwfirl to others there to 

* communicate, Thc Book called the Cure of C hurch-Diviſions, 
* will tell you morc ſuch dividing Principles, which you muſt 

untcach ther. The Miniſters that have bred and cheriſhed 
' thele, nAvC been our Swbverters, and are our Shame 5 and ſuch 
Pr 1:cipes are the Shame of too many weil-meanins hone{l P cople. 


*Wo tothe ſelfiſh Teachers, that tor their Perſo;:al Intereſt dare 


"not contradict them, but cheriſh them into their divid; ng 
*i:rrors | 


B | © In 
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— Ibid, p. 105. 
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* In a word, Helpto ſave Religious People from being ſuperſlitious, 


'. © whale they cry out againſt Superſtition : And make them know, 


* that a Religion which conliſteth in our own eModes and Ways 
* of Worſhip, and in decrying other Mens, may ſtand withall un- 
* mortif.ed Sin; and that the Fleſh is no more denied by /tting, 
* than by 4»ce/ing. 


© Brethren, ſuffer me to te]l you, that pleaſing the ignorant 


7+ * Pref. ffors Humenrs, is a Sin that ſheweth us too kumane and car- 


'* mal, aud Lath always fad Effeds at lat, It any fay, We ſhall 


© thus /o'e our People; and the Separatilts, who will cheriſh all 
*fach Humours, will have them all. I anſwer : We have too 
* lorg tried the plea'ng W ay already, and ſee that we care not, but 
* cher} their Di'eaſe. Take God s Way. — And if they will 
© follow Separarilts, 1t 1s fitter they be miſled by ſch erroneous 
© Perſons than by you. 

*Should the Miniſters of Loydor, that have ſuffered fo long, 
* but uſe any part of the Liturgy, and Scripture-Forms, though 
«without any Motive but the | lcaling of God, and the Churches 
© Good, what muttering and cenſuring would there be againſt 
«them? And Io to thoſe few Teachers, that rake up therr Deſiens 
© by cheriſhing theſe Diſtempers! One would think that 
© their Warning had Leen fair. But, ft nati [int ad bis perdendan 
* Argliam, the Lord have mercy upon us! 

© Let me ſay a word to this Kind of Religious People : Ts it not 


*a Shame to you, that your worthieſt Miniſters ſhould be fain to 


* g0 beſides their own Judgment in God's Worſhip, to humour 
*50u? And that they muſt tell the World, we would mix 
« Free-*Prajer ard Forms in 'Publick , but the People then will 
© be gone to the Scp.iratiſts>? But how come you to be ſo much 
© holicr and wiſer than the hohieſt and wiſeſt of vour Teachers 2 
«Mark ; Is it not more of the Women and Apprentices, that are 
© of this mind, than of the old experienced Chriſtians £ Is it not 
© an hiyi. degree of Pride, 1n Perſons of your Standing and U- 
$ der ſtarding, tO conclude, that al»zoſt all Chriſt's Churches in the 
<Werld, for theſe 13co Years at leaſt, to this day, have offered 
* fuch Worſhip to God, as that you are obhged to avoid it, and 


< all 


[T1 ] 
<all their Communion in it? And that almoſt al/ the Catholick 
© (hurch on Earth this day is below your Communion, tor uling 
© Forms> And thateven Calvin, and the *Presbyjterians, Cart- 
« wright, Hilderſham, and the Od Nonconformi3ts, were unworthy 
«your Communion > Would you have run away from Dod and 
« Perkins, or from Cyprian or Auguſtin, and ſaid, they are Formal 
© Fellows, not to be joined with? Doth God uſe by Miracle 
© to make ſelf-conceited Women, and young Men, fo much wiſer 
" ®*«<than the moſt arcient, ſtudious, and experienced Divines 2 
© Brethren and Friends, I profeſs, for your S7zcerity many of you 
©are our Joy, and it 1s not a little that we have doze and ſuffered © 
© for your ſakes : But I muſt tell you, (for Adverſaries will tell 
©;it you) that for your gorarce, Injudiciouſneſs, *Pride, Self- 
© conceitedneſ5, you are our Griet and Shame : We are hit in the 
© teeth with ſuch ſelf-wiſe, 79norant, giddy, and unpeaceable Fol- 
© lowers : And we have nothing to ſay, but to bluſh, and fay, 
© you 22ean well, and that it 1s not long of us. Can God's Spirit, <9 
© which ordaireth Elders to be Paſtors in his Church, le the Guide - 
© of your Judgments, when with ſuch ſhameleſs Pride you ſet up 
© jour Errors againſt the Knowledg of your Guides 2 — It ſhameth 
* us, it grieveth us, to hear from England, and from New-Ergland, 
* this common Gry, We are endangered by Diviſions, becauſe the <0 
{ ſelf-conceited Part of the Religions People will not be ruled by 
* their Paſtors, but muſt have their Way,' and will needs be 
* Rulers of the Church and them. 

* Yea, I tell you with Truth and Grief, I am confident, 
* (next to Mens own Sin, which leaveth them to a Judicial De- 
'Iuſfion,) Nothing hath dove more to ſit up *Popery, — than 
* the ſcandalous Inſtances of your Onrulineſs, and Church-tearirts 
* Hamours, And that you have made more Papiſts, than ever 
*you or we are like to recover. Nothing is any whit conſiderable 
* that a Papiſt hath to ſay, till he comes to your Caſe, and faith, 
* Doth not Experience tell you, that without Papal Unity and 
* Force theſe People will never be ruled or united Tt is you that \ 
' tempt them to uſe Fire and Faggot, that will not be rlrd, nor 
* kept 72 Concord, by the wiſest, and holief?, and moſt felf- denying 

B 2 Miniſters 


: 13-1 
e Miniſters on Earth. —- Wo to the V/rld becaute of Offences, 
© and Wo to ſome by whom they come ! 


$f j<The Hand of Gol is apparcittly tone out ag :1nityour Wars 
rare Conyriv. © of Separation 5 You ſee you do but prepare Perſons for a fitter 
| | HO Progrels. Seekers, Ivanters, Or there, aid tO FOOTY protelicd 
* Infide's, do ſpring up from amongit you, as M1 7s were your 
© Jonrrey's end, and the Perfection of your Zfcro/?. ; 
© 22 ann ©Ithink, Till we have better 1avgtt, oven our (r2dly People, 
£r-249757.53- © yhat Credit and Obedignce is due to thu {leacters, and Spiriutnat 
| | © Guides, the Churches of Eveland thall never have Peace, or any 
| *,-. * g00d and eſtabliſhed Order. We are broker fr want of the 
h © Knowleds of this Truth, Tull this be known, we ſhall never be 
< well bound up and healed. 
| Gild, Saivian. © © To be againſt Diſcipline 1s tantum non to be against the Mj- 
PU” O-. *iftry; and to be against the eMiniStry, 1s taytum non to be 
«© abſolutely again3t the Gharch ; and to be againlt the Church, is 
p & 2704r tO being abſolutely again$t Chr1ist. Blame 110t the Harſh- 
* eſs of the Inference, till you can avoid 1t, and jree your ſclves 
* from the Charge of it betore the Lord. 


” 
: 
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* All which is the moſt ſerious Judgment, Admonition, and 
© Adwace of 


RICHARD BAXTER. 


The Proteſtation of the Writer « f theſe Reflections, {1 all 
that ſhall vouchſafe to read them, touching Funfelf, 
ans his Deſten. 


Je Writer of theſe Reflections doth here profes? once for 
all, his real Belief of a Ged, a Chriſt, an Heaven, and 
an Hel): And that he is neither *Pajrjt, nor PopiThbly 
afeed, nor under anv Covenant not to obey our [3leſfet 

Saviour, againlt the World and the Fig 5 nor yet an Emery to 

thoſe truly modeſt, humble, quict, and pcaceable Dif-aters, 

who do what they can of that which 1s exjoired them, and for the 
reſt, ſubmit themſelves wholly with Patience and Meekzeſs, with- 
out contempt or reviling to the Laws and Government. 

That he hath no Malice, nor perſorral Girudg againlt Mr. Baxter 
in particular z nor any Cortroverſy with him, further than as in 
his publick Writings he diſagreeth with, and reproacketh his more 
calm, conſiderative, and ſober Self; or ſeeketh to wndermine and 
caſt dirt upon the Vexerable Eſtabliſhment ot this Church and 
Kingdom, with the Biſhops and Governours of both, and A/ that 
(a5 1t, becometh orderly Chriſtians and Subjefs_) pay their conſer- 
extions Obedience thereunto. 

And, That his Dctign herem was not to villify and diſparage 
any thing that 1s otherwiſe good and commendable in this Author, 
( whereof a competent Colleion may be ſeen in the Preface before- 
going ) 3 much leſs to expole real Piety and Yertue unto Scorn, 
by reaſon of the *Pretences unduly made unto them ; or to ex- 
bitter the inordinate Paſſions and Rage of any, againſt thoſe that 
differ in ſome Opinions from themſcires. | 

But only to check, and abate ſomewhat (if poſſible) of that 
fond ESteem this Mas of Contradid ions exprefieth of his own 
Abilities and Judgment, and that Popular Admiration of Him, 
which may redound to a Publick Miſchief. | 


And 
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And, To warn every one to ſtudy a due Confiſtence with 
Himſelf, and Deference to his reſpeFive Superiors, Whether 
Civil or Ecclcſia(tical : 

And, to expoſe all Pride and Arrogance, Opinionatry and Af 
fed ation, Singularity and Self-conceit, Envy and Ambition, (en- 
ſorion/neſs and Uncharitableneſs, Moroſity and Peewiſhne(s, Ero- 
wardneſs and *Perverſeneſs, Cavilling and Quarrelſomntſo, Strife 
and Contention, Sckijm and Diviſion, Fadtion and Sedition, De- | 
famation of God's Prieſts, and ſpeaking evil of Dignitics, *Phari- 
faiſm and Hypocriſy, Headineſs and *Aaſhneſs, bitter Zeal and 
Giddineſs, Abuſe of Holy Scripture, and Superſtition, Rudeneſs 
and Unmannerlineſs, (thoſe Brats of Hel, Peſts of the Church, 
and Incendiaries of the World, which it 1s great cruclty to be 
tender of,) unto Infamy and Deteſtation. 

And finally, To admoniſh, it any have private Perſuaſijons 
of their own, not to trouble the Church with the #»ſeaſorable di. 
vlging them ; or if they have Petitions to prefer unto Authority, 
not to make them firſt to the People, nor to mingle them with 
Reproaches, Challenges, and Threatnings 3 or it they have A- 
pologies and Defences to offer for Non-conformity, briefly and 
cooly to give their Reaſons, with what zervouſeſs they can, but 
without vain and idle digreſſions, needleſs multiplying of Contro- 
_ verſies, ſlandering the Laws and Conſtitutions, or contumelious 
and provoking Language. 


Rom. 14. 22. Haſt thou Faith Have it to thy ſelf before God : 


Happy is he that condemneth not himfelf, in that thing wl.ich 
he alloweth. 


Sober 
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Sober and uſeful RefleQtions, &c. 


 {- FF it be demanded at our Entrance, whence I conclude ſo PO- (Touching the _ 
fitively, Mr. Baxter to 5 the Author of this Book, | Sacri- oper 7 To 
leg. deſert. | ſince there [ TTY 
anſwer : * 
As certainly, as if both Name and Picture, with a Nos quoque 
fornimus, — had been ſet to the Title-page of it. It hath fo. 
much of his Likeneſs as to own the Father, and ſo reſembles 
others of his undoubted and declared Off-ſprings, as to leave no 
room for hefitancy about it;* to any one that 1s but a little con- 
verſant with his Way and Writings. — But to ſatisfy the Rea- 
der, that I have not wrong'd him, I will ſuggeſt fome matters 
here of eaſy obſervation. 
And Firſt; I note in the General the Imperious Stile of the Man, 
aſſuming to himlclt as Head of the Non-conforming Brotherhood, 
ſpeaking in their Name, and upon every occaſion, charging and 
counſelling of them. But more peculiarly I obſerve, what he 
tells us of himſelf, [Apt to ſpeak ſharply againſt the Humors and Pag 226 
Weakneſs of [Keligions People: ] Which is a Commendation hard- 
ly to be given to any other of the Way beſides. 
2aly; What think you of this? In the Preface to his Care of 
Church-divilions, he hath it thus : [© If the Fierceneſs of any 
* contradict what I ſay, I only add, that it is not an wnexperien- 
*ced Perſon that ſpeaketh it 5 and one who through the Mercy 
* of God hath long kept a »umerons Flock, in Love, and Unity, 
*and *Peace, by ſuch hke means, and hath ſeen the lamentable 
* Effects of the contrary Way. ] In this other Book thus: [ <I 
think thoſe many Religious People I have had the Ozer-ſight of, ©8195: 
are asready to be ruled by me, and as undivided, as any I 


© have 


s$ not any Name affixed to it ? 


] 
[116 | 
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tthe true Mean in the Doftrine of Juſtification and Redempti- 
© on, &c.] In like manner for Diſciphae, as well as Doctrine, 


-— 


touching the Differences about Cturct-Government and Worjhip, 


in a fawning Preface to Richard Cromwell, he adds: [ — ©IN gift Ded. be- 


« this Beek, and one of Corf.rmation, which I latcly publiſhed, 
6] cenfedentl; affirm, 1s contained much of that reforming rCcon- 
© cling Truth, winch muſt keal us, 1t ever we be healed. ] Did 
ever any ſound the Trumpet louder, to ſummon all to take no- 
tice of him> Did ever £17k oifer more to recommend [15 
Pills or Balſam 2 —— And after this, who can doubt whom he 
means, that the yourger Minijters thould look upon as the 


Extraordinary of this Age? [| © It God endow here and there Sac:il. Deſerr. 


tor 


e lits hve 


Ditp, 


e one Mn with an extraordinary Judgment, It 1s the 1/7/dom and 115: 


© Happineſs of the Times to know him, and to kindle their Torches 
© ut bis Fire. So did one Litter, one AMilan@hon, one Caltin, 
© one Eraſius, one Fewel, I hitaker, Reynolds, Davenant, &c. 
* profit many. You may go a hundred Wiles among the lefs ju- 
 dicious Sort, and mils of that Light, which one Ameſs, one 
* Strangins, one Le Blanc, &c. could ſhew the World. And 
*it is the Plague of corrupted Nature, that ſgmormnce keepeth Merz 
*f from knowing it ſelf and not one of a Viultitude, even of Re- 
*I1gious Men, who arc injudicious, will bchreve that they are inju- 
* drcious ; but every Man is ſo much the wore confident that he 
'1s mthe right, and others err, by how muchthe more he erreth 
' limfelt: So that few ignorant Miniltcrs are teachable, be- 
*cauſe by Office they undertake to teach. But through God's 
* Mercy, ey own Converſe hath been with an bumble Sort of Mi- 
' niſters, which was theOccalen of onr Cnity and 'Peace. ] — Do 


Pao. 116. : 


iD 


you not {ce here the ore Baxter of the Age, whom it were the x 


Wiſdom and Happincſs of the Timcs to know bctter, and kindle 
their Torches at his Fire? The Gamalzel, at whole Feet the 
younger Miniſters ( Ay, and * Biſhops to ) ſhould all fit down. 
and approve their Humility, by learningof him, and ſabmitting 
to h1s Directions and Dittatcs, for Unity and Peace fake® And 


lo avoid that great Niſckief, which he thus ſpeaks of : — [*The p. 


TM . C340, 
&lt-conceitedneſs and Pride of the 3ourger and more in judicious 
C * dOrt 


1g. 175, 


{ 
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*<*Sort of the Miniſters, ( and yet ſuch he was certainly himſelf at 


his carly [etting out,) © hindring them from following the Coun- 
<{@ of wiſer and more experienced Men. For tho we muſt 


" © have no arrogant Lord!ly C/urpers among us, yet all that know 


* any thing mult confcls, that inall Protections wiſe and exinrious 


© Men are few. It is but to few Divines that God giveth clear 
© and accurate Tudgmerns.| So as to quiet the contending World 
in the molt perplexed Controverſies, whether about Do@rine, or 
D1:{cipline and Worſhip, by the Evidence of their Principles, &c. 
And undoubtedly there 1s a threefold Superiority and Sub- 
© million of Divine OLigation: 1. Of Subjes to Men in Office 


© qover them. 2. Of the Tornger to the Elder. 3. Of them that 


* have [eff Krowledg, to them that have more. For Office and 


. © Semority arc but Formalities, did they not ſuppoſe an eximions 


'F itneſs by ſuperior K nowlecde. | 


He can therefore grant, we ſee, to Prince and Prelates, thoſe 


-. two Formalities of Office and Ser7zority ; and yet reſerve to himſelf 


Curc ot 
Church Di il, 
Pe 181. 


Re 


S1Ct11. Dciwit, 


Pag 97- 


a Jo-I13. 


the all-commanding Supcriority of exim77ous Knowledg, a mot 
clear and accurate Judgment, by virtue of which we are all under 
the divineſt Oblieation to ſubmit unto him. And thus he hath 
got the knack of 74po{{g upon others, beyond what the Laws 
and Canons are able to do. And this he knows well enough : 
— * Do you think, ſaith he, that there 1s 20 Impoſition but by 
Force £ 


athly ; If we look a little more into the Proof of bis Accuracy 


- and exactneſs, even to the ſplitting of an Hair, we hal] get ſome 


further diſcovery of him. © An Epiſcopal Proteſtant of the ſe- 
£ xerc{t fort, who 1s neither tor Sects, nor for Church-Tyranny.] 
The Man coermore in the Mean, | *between dividing Errors, and 
© the extreme of F ormality, | for the Point of Honour in the * 
Eſcutchcon. Thus for Synods, his Rule 1s, [| © Be ſure to keep 
« out both the Tyranny of Major Fotes, and of the proud ma- 
* giftcrial Arrogations of any Individuals.] Thus all along his 
Cure of Church-diviſtons, we find him brandiſhing a two-edged 
Sword, and ( dw:bo-dexter hike ) laying about him on both ſides, 
againlt the Conformilts on the one hand, and the Separatiſts on - 
the 


which he gives more at large in his Czre of Church-diviſons, glan- 
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the other. The ſame Courſe he exactly imitates mn this z And 
{> elſewhere again, in the Controverlies between the Convention 
at Dort, and the K+monſir.its, of which he may have heard 
ſufficiently from Tiems. And his Hap too, as well as Genius, 
in all Diſputes almoſt, 15 much-what the ſame ; pretending to the 
Mean, to take part uſually with one Extreme. 

sthly ; Obſerve this other Place well : | * The molt Non- p,,. 
© confortuable Miniſters of my acquaintance, whoſe Judgment I 
© ever asked of that matter, do ſeem to think, as [ my ſelf do, 
« that the Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, Independents, and Eraſtians, 
have each of them fome Truth and Good, which above the 
reſt they do defend ; and each of them ſome ſpecial Miſtake, 
© where they err above the reſt : And, it we could know it, we 
© would take the be5? from among them all, and leavethe worſt. 
And if you 4now it ot, how came you to aſſert it © But com- 
pare we this with Mr. Baxter elſewhere : | © For my part, were p1,;n ive. 
© my Judgment of any moment to others, after ſerious Study in Proof for In- 
* this Point, both in Scripture and Antiquity, eſpecially the Wri- _ O_ 
ters of the three firſt Centuries, I am confrdently perſuaded, that EH: 
{the true way of Chriſt's Diſcipling 1s parcel'd out between the 
© Epiſcopal, Eraſtian, Presbyterians, and Independents, and that 
*every Party hath a Piece of the Truth in peculiar. | 

6thly; You may know the Man by the Story of Ithacins, 


29, 


f : : Joe e Cure of 
cing at himſclf as the St. eartin of our Times, where he refers Church-Disif, 


likewiſe to other Writings wherein he had quoted it: And a- P:373: 
gan, at the end of that Book, he recommends it from Mr. Hooker. 
[n this Treatiſe of Sacrzleg. Deſert. we are pointed toittwice, and Pae. 17. 
from thence have the Elegancies of [ Ithacian Maſters in our own Ps: 124 
Coats ] applied to the Conformiſts, and [ Ithacian Synod] by 59%. 
proportion to the Convocation. ih 
| 7tth ; Look out the Man of Eminency among thoſe concern'd 
n the Work at the King's Return, 1660, who offered for Con- 
cord the Epiſcopal Form, as he calls it, which Arch-Biſhop Uſher 35 # 

| a9. 5, 
laid to have proved to be the true Government of the Ancient * 
Churches, *Tis Mr. Baxter's Glory, that he convers'd with that 


2 Prelate z 
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| TeDift. Prclate. and the Account of what paſſed between them he 
£3939 hath elicwhere related more at. large. And again, in.this Trea- 
$264]. Deſert. tife he tells us: [© Buater, (modeſtly ! ')) whom you name, 
$15.56 * hath told you, that Biſhop C/hcr profelied his Judgment to 
* him. | L 
2143; Theſe other Phraſcs are charaFeriſtical enough of them- 
Pag. os. fulves: [* We have art twelve years ago Cried out, even to 
* Unmannerlinejs, that, it pollibly, we might have been heard, 
Par $1. © tothe Reverend Prelates. ] And again: [| *Have we not (6 
© many Years ago beſcnyt His Party, with all Ez:ble Petition and 
Par. ns. * Impcrturity, and diſputed it with them? ] Again : | © Fathers 
* and Brethren, tho | have pretumed to counſel the Noxcon- 
* forges as my Equals, 1 will prclume no higher with you, 
<than to lay my {clF at your. feet, and humbly a ſecond time to 
© become your Pctitioner tor the Souls of Men. | Once more, 
[© To theſe Revercnd Fathers I have formerly ſpoken, to their 

"a9. & great Otfence. | 
However, you will ſay, here is deep Humility in the Caſey 
Hjpocriſj rather, and ſrony or Abuſe 5 the Petition to the Prelates 
and Conformiſts, prelented to the People, as hath been the Puritan 
Faſhion, And 1t 1s no Uncharitablencts thus to conltrue him, 
who ſaith exprelly, the filenced Miniſters were [| 4s wiſe and as 
good as themſelves, nay, and better too ; 1t Ican make any Sence 
Pag. 126. Of this other Paſlage: | © I muſt give them, (meaning the hu- 
|  DMOYON'S and weak Scrt of Religious ] cople, there {poken of,) © this 
© Teltimony, That tho many of them cannot judg of Judiciouſe 
* xeſs in their Teachers, yet moſt of them lovea ſerious Preacher, 
* and a godly Liver 3 and few of them diſtaſte either Prelates or 
«* Conformilts, if they preach ſerioully, and live holily. But 
* when in all the Countrics they ſee ſuch Preachers and Livers cho- 
© ſen out for ſlercing, all the World cannot keep them from 
* difliking ſuch Biſheps, as ſhall do thus.] Now what a wicked 
Generation, what an ungodly Crew of Men muſt they necds 
he, who not in exe Country only, but im a the Countries of 
the Kingdom, thus maliciouſly chuſe ard cnll out the ſerious Prea- 
clers and boly Livers for {ilencing Are theſe Perſons likely 
to 
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to be reverenced in good earneſt by him, as Fathers and Bre- 
thren ? ©. 
Laſtly; After all this, I need not add, | * Ball and Baxter Pag. 48. 
© have much againſt you, but nothing for you, and »derſtand 


- © chemſclues better than you can underſtand them 5 and he that (ur- 


« yiveth, (1. e. *Baxter, }) ©taketh himſclf to be abuſed by your 

© Allegations, and provoketh you to cite, &c.] This muſt 
certainly come from an Tntizzate, and had been | eHr. Bzxter ] 

at leaſt trom another hand. And again, [ *We that have lived pag. 1:o. 
*in an Age, when the Engines of Church-Divilion have ſo ſadly 

* proſpered, and bor our Teſtimony againſt them, — | The Au- 

thor then of the Cure of Church-Diviſzons, mult be concluded 

by us, the Author of Sacrilegions Deſertion, &Cc. 


And now having given this particular Accomt of my Belief | Of the _ 
touching the Arthor, ( whom at this diſtance from Loxdox I can- Bookit ſelf. ] 
not otherwiſe ſearch out, than by theſe i7trinſec Charaders ofthe | 
Book it {&If, ) I paſs on to ſome brief Refledions upon certain 
ottcr Paſſiges of kis Treatiſe, wherein yet I delign not at all to 
center on Another's Task, or prevent that truly learned and moderate 
Perſon whom he undertakes to anſwer, under the abuſive Name 
of the Confident ©neſtioniſt, by offering at his Defence 5 but will 
only drop ſome occa7oral Remarks upon divers Pailages, as they 
come to hand. : 


[ Mr. B's 
[ —*© Tam not without fear, ſaith he, of the Weakneſs, #275 of ſome 
N.C. Minis 


*Ralhneſs, Injudiciouſneſs, and Imprudence of ſome, that are Hers Abilia.. 
* yet earneſt and profitable Preachers.] And again, | ©Treally s 7 I 
* fear, Iclt meer Nonconformity have brought ſinre Men into Repu- <2 
tation, as conſcientious, who by weak Preaching will loſe the Pag. 86,8788. 
*Reputation of being judicious, more than their Silence loſt it. : 
—* Verlly the Injudiciouſncſs of too many among you is for a 
'Lamentation. But the grand Calamity is, that the zzoft Tnju- 
* dicious are uſually the moſt confident and felf-conceited 5 and 
none {o commonly give way to their ignorant Zeal to cenſure, 
backbite, and reproach others, as thoſe that know not what 

they 
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« they talk of I impute not this unto you as Noxconformiſts, 
© but as Sons of Adam : For Experience hath convinced me, that 
* Pride of Onderſtanding, when Men have little tO be proud of, 
© or Confidence of all Mens own Apprehenſtons, 1s the Vice of 
© Men, Women, and Children, when they are paſt erghteen years 
© of Age, which ſeems to me moſt dejper.tely incurable. |— | *Few 
© Sorts {o ſilly, but are always in the right, and others crrone- 
* ous 1n compariſon of them, as Bedlams pity the Ignorance of 
* their Keepers. ] And again, |. © Partiality may make ſome of 
* your own Mind think all well that you ſay, and all weak that 
© others ſay, but the reſt of Mch will the more deſpiſe you. Be 
© not wiſe in your own Conceit. — Pride is the F7rſt-born of the - 
* Devil; and Pride of Knowledg and Goodneſs is more common 
© and pernicious, than Pride of Comelineſs, Wealth, or Greatneſs, 

We may ſay of him, as La&artivs of ſome of the Philoſo- 
phers, that he is i ſua witta fucundus, 1m nothing more elo- 
quent than in his InveCtives againſt þ#x own Vices. The proudeſt 


Man that lives, as I find it oblerv'd, is yet a profeſs'd Ememy to 


Pag. 23» 24. 
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þis Brother's Pride, treads on Pride often with a greater Pride, 
and cannot endure his darling and beloved Sin in another : And 
all, as Mr. Baxter well hath 1t, | * Becauſe Pride would make 
*cvcry Man a God to the World, on whom all muſt depend, whom 
*all muſt honour and obey, and wo Man muſt contradid ; and all 
* that depart from them arc ſuppoſed to accuſe and undervalue 
© thim. And thus as of our own ſelves, ſome Men ariſc to draw 
* Diſciples after them 5, {0 others (et the Churches in a flame, for 
* tear of lohrg any of their Diſciples or Eſteem.] | © We have all 
* narmially, faith he, a *Pope born in us 5 and, when Men have 
* never fo much talked againſt Popery and Prelacy,. too many 
* c:nſire, and run away from all that arc not of their way. ] 
—— Here 1s now mt certainly the Root of all Contention, Ychiſm, 
Diireatence and Nonconfornmty to the innocent and wholjom Bſtas 


_ blifuents of our Syuperiors, both in Ci.urch and State, And the 


'Biuthren he ſpiaks unto, have reaſon to take it to themſ{clbes in 
1 PUcuinur 441147, Whither as Nonoonformilts. or Sors of Adamt 
: 2 ' "I 4 5 

I will nut dip ate, We may rather comprimize the Bulincſs, and 
for 


[ 23 ] 
{or Peace-ſake allow them both Titles, or you them Sons of 
Adwum upon a aonble Score, onceas Mex, and again as Noncone 
ormiſts. bo 
But how ſhall the Weakzeſs, Raſhneſs, Injudicionſneſs, and <9 

Imprudence of thee prond, ſelf-conceited, and ignorant, yet ear- 
neſt and profitable "Preachers, ( as we are often told concerning 
them ) which 1s ſo juſtly to be feared, and may prove ſo hurtful, 


| be either prevented or remedicd, whillt thoſe to whom it belongs 


to -ſuper-intend, corre, and regulate ſuch Diſorders, are utterly * 
abandon'd by them > Whilſt they are al/ of equal Power and Li- 
berty, and wll not eraure a ' Biſhop over them, and N0nue may pre» 
ſume to ſtlence them ? | 


[ © ] have met with few Preſbyterian Miniſters in Ezgland, tho , EF 308 
: ; . ; ; Names, Prof 

© moſt have that Name given them 1n their Licences. — Impu- breriun 

* dence hath called them Preibyterians many years, who oiter'd coo. ] 

© the Epiſcopal Form which Arch-Biſhop Uſher proved to be the 

*truc Government of the Ancient Churches. ] It there are but P-g-4%5: 

f-w Preſbyterians in England, the World is well amended lince +9 

the dvot's Invaſion, the taking of the (covenant, the ſitting of the 

Wecitminſter-.Aſezbly, and the Settlement of many Claſſes in Lon- 

don ard elſewizere, What 1sbecome of them al, fincetherewere .; 1... heard, 

no other of any Name or Account, but a few Diſſenters only > And 1 con#(s, of 

yet, if molt have that Name given them in their Licences, why by _ 

ſhould any own them for otver than what they are there call'd ? yam: hc would 

Or, it they renounce the Appel/ation, what have they to ju;tify Þ* n7e<ater 
4 $74 . / 4 J7. ſome pauſe, 

their Licence £ * But the gOO(H Man grows warm upon 1t, as if could rcſolve 


the Name row were an Abomination : | *Impudence, ſaith he, | he "PRs 
UTA = 


* hath call'd, ec. ] And this Impudence, it ſecms, their very cn: diffuivied 
Licences are guilty of, fall the Reproach where it will, for therejy, withthe Eita- 
as he tells us, 1s that Name given then. MO 
Well, but wiat is the Appellation they are willing to aſſume 
in lieu of its £ | * An Epiſcopal Proteſtant of the ſobcreſt Sort, Paz. 5 & 6; 
"neither for Sects, nor Church-Tyranny.] I know many that 
'are for a Paſtorai Adminiſtration, without C tzirch-1 yraimy and 
* Schi(r2, Good! | * An Epijcopal Proj eſtant, | but againſt 
Biſhops : 


[ 24 ] 


Biſhops : F< Of the ſobereſt Sort,] others, 1t ſeems, are drunk 


or »:ad. | © Neither for Sci/s, nor Chnrch-Tyranny, | But will 
not the Sell arirs 41d Sc hiſmaticks tax him with OFF? Þ-Tyranny, 
whom they tind an I'emy tothemfelves & And is not this too, 


- the [11190 up of a new Sect under arotker Name Mark well 


the Apoltlc : Eerz one of you ſaith, I am of Paul, I of Apollo, l of 
Cephas,4 [ of Chriſt, 1 Gor. 1.12. Nor werc tc; le/s carnal that 
pretended to Crijt only, againit 'l "url, £0to, and Cephas, than 
thole that laid claim to 4 of thoje Aprfiles, as the Flead of their 
Faction, and 100k their Numes front Mew. 

Diogenes Lacrtins makes mention of an &ifror tunArumy, 
Seda eletiva, introduced by one Potaron of Alexardriz, whoſe 
prot: tied Principle 1t was, to pick cut of every Sect that which beſt 
liked Lis Fumonur. — And of this, it {cc ms, lr. Baxter Is, as 


we heard before, however here he call Inmſ{clf an Epiſcopal 


Pag. 29." 


Pap, 58, 


L. Primare*+ 
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Proteſiant, wn truth, a Free-Philoſorker, © 20ther Potamon, net 
ther Eu pal, nor *Presbyterian, nor Independent, nor Eraſtian, 
but ſomrewl. at of each, could he once tel/ what. 

Av, but Arch-Biſhop Cſher's Form of Epiſcopal Government 
would down with him, and others cf his Perſuaſion. This is 
pretended often, lince that I earned 'Prelatc's Death. How far 
he miglt condeſeend in the worlt of Times, to keep up ſome 
appearance of Authority withe Church, when Prelacy was abjured, 
I know not : But can it enter uito any Man's belief, that /s 
Grace would Uvecr call the Goz oat of the Church of Fugland, 
or of Irelard, \as it was in Lis Time ſettled, and now again is re- 
ſlored, Thrannical * Or, that he ſhould ſubmit to do Penance 
bimk If for Clmrcd-Tzrauny © Or didthe over al/cw of Ordination 


by meer *Presbiters ere as talid £ Mr. Baxter hath it : ©The .- 


* Biſhops to ſume of us, and Seror Paſtors (a new word for 
ePresl yters,) to others, by Miriſterial [nwcſtiture impoſed the 
© necetluy ( of Preaching ) on us.] Hear we now the Pri- 
mate, (as one who well knew reports it ): © Holding, as Ido, 
«that a Bilhop hath Supcriorit y 111 degree above 4a Presbyter, you 
*« may eaſily judy, that the Ordination made by ſuch Preſbyters, 
* as have ſcvered themſelves from thoſe Biſhops, unto. whom they 

| had 
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Khad ſworn Canonical Obedience, cannot poſſibly be excuſed by me 


« from being Schiſm-ical.) Will theſe Epiſcopal Proteſtants 
hold, 4s he did, a. Biſhop to have Superiority i» degree above a 
Preſbyter > And will they declare, as he did, the Ordimation 
by Presbyters revolted from their Biſhops to be Scliſmatical © Then 
pcrhaps they may begin to lay ſozze clajzz unto his Patronage : 
But until then, tor Epiſcopal * Proteſtants, they may write them- 
ſlves, with more both of Truth and Ingenuity, Proteſters or 
Corenanters againſt Fpijcopacy. — But all this while, do any GT 
amonelt us plead for Church-Tyranny £ No, that 1s the Abule jg, ro make a 
of the * lawful Power our Biſhops are inveſted with, and which Shes : 
"a ps , ; Cives qui- 
they dilclaim no leſs thanhe. But here moſt invidiouſly delign'd, .,; ragifpra- 
I fear, it was, to 7-{/mate into the Peoples minds, that our #- bedrant, 


Þiſhops are but ſo many Church-Tyrants, God blcts his Majeſty Magiſtr at us 


: , autem Legs 
next from the Imputation, which his Fathcr of bleſſed memory, 4«. 


with all his [mocence and Condeſcerſtor, could not eſcape ! 

*Be tt known to the Reader, that the Name of Noxconfor- Pag. 7. 
* miſts was not made by our ſclves, but by others, as the Names 
* of the four Confellors, Dar. 1. were. '] Sure this muſt needs 
be thought a matter of ſome great moment, proclaimed, as it 
were, with a Noverint Qniverſt, to the World; and we are 
much to blame, if we make not ſoxze Obſervations upon 1t. But 
what! 1s the Name of Noxzconformiſts ſo odious, as not to be 
owned, when the thing it ſelf is a Glory > Doth wzcer Noncon- Pag. 86. } 
formity bring ſozre into Reputation, as conſcientious £ And is the 

we yet decmed a {yeproach 2 * The thing it {If is ſure odious, 

*1t the Name be fo odious, as to turn your Stomachs. How 674. Salvian, 
hould the Preſence and Guilt of it terrify you, if the Name Þ 19%, 192: 
* make you ſtart 2 So Mr. Bxter cl{cwhere reaſons. — But do 
you contorm to the Ecclelialtical Laws, or do you not 2 If 
not, why are you to ſhic of the Appcllation of Nowconformiſts, 

5 1t there were ſomewhat in it that you were really aſhamed of ? 

| have ſomctimes feen a Book entitled, A ſhort Surcey of the 
gran Caſe of the preſent Miniſtry, by fore Conformable Noncon- 
Jormiſts, printed in 1te Tear, 1663. So there you prettily ſtile 
;Our lelves, Confermable Nonconfornnſts ;, 1, e& if 1 underſtand {-- 


Engliſh, | 


[ 26 ] 
Exgliſh, Nonconformiſts, which do or can conform. Nonconfor- 
miſts, which do conforms, ſounds a Contradifion, Nonconforafts, 
who can conform, but will not, denotes Perzerfere/ſs. Chuſe 
whether you hke beſt: Non-conformiſts you are ſtill by your 
own Subſcription ;, and it 1s not unhike, but Mr. ' Baxter among 
the reſt may be concerned in it. — But there 15 ſorrewhat elſe 


| the Reader is to gather from this graze Intimation : The People 
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by all means forſooth muſt look upon you, as ſo many Confeſſors, 
Daniels, that will not be defiled with the Portion of the King's 
Meat, and reſolved with the other three, whatever come of it, zot 
to bow down to the [mage which the King hath ſet up; -no, tho you 
were like to be caif into a fiery Furnace, heat ſeven times hotter than 


ordinary for it. We take the Hint : The King #s or may be — And 


you are the Nonfuch Confeſſors, Dan. 1. 19,20. None like Daniel, 
Hananiah, Miſhael, & Azariah : Therefore ſtood they before the King, 
and in all matters of Wiſdom and Onderſtanding, that the King 
enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the Ma- 
gicians and Aſtrologers that were in his Realm. The Application 


and Uſe 1s left to the Populace. 


However, for once let us bear the blame of naming you what 


you are. You certainly, who take offence at ſo ſmall a matter, 


muſt be preſumed innocent and blamelefſs your ſelves, as to al 
others, and thoſe eſpecially you here challenge : Then whoſe, I 
beſeech you, are all thcſe-2 * The old and new Strain of * Biſhops : 


The old. Epiſcopal Drvines, and the new reconciling Papiſts or Groti- 


ans: Lhe new Prelatical Romaniſts and Separatiſts, &c. I need 
not ſend you from the preſent Treatiſe : A ſilencing Dioceſan : 
The Sed of the Dioceſan Prelatiſts : QOſurpers: Ar. Fulwood, 
and ſome ſuch other *Pamphleteers':s Ithacian Maſters and Synod : 
Learned, zealous, High-Conformiſts : Selfiſh envious Conformiſts 
S.ber, goaly, unwilling Conformiſts, who have ſtretch'd themſelves 
to do what they have done + . Maſters of the Game: Got into the 
Saddle: Lovers of Church-"Power : Self-obtruding Prelacy : 


 Clurch-Tyranny. — Sir, you have the Ant with you, and can 


coin what zou pleaſe. 


Bs 
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« As to the Point of Church-Government, the Quarrel of the [ Not all of 
« preſent Age, we eaſily confeſs that we are not all of a mind 5 a mind. ] 
« which is no Cauſe of Alienation of Afﬀettions, nor ſhould be a 
« Cauſe of mutual Perſecutions : It being owr Fadgment, that 
« Chriſtians are to bear with one another in greater Matters, than 
« Fpiſcopal, Presbjterians, Independents, and Anabaptiſts diſagree 
<jn., And if any among us have done otherwiſe heretofore, it was 
© from a Vice homogencal to that of the preſent Conformiſts, which 
* now they ſmart for, and the Conformiſts may repent of in due 
© time. ] { ©If we have been at Cydgels, we mean not to live Pag. 52. 
and die at a Work ſo unſutable to our Religion, and to our 
« Minds. ; | 

[1 Thi ®narrel of the preſent Age. ] Examine well the ©nar- oz 
relcrs ; the Law on the one (ide, and the ſeveral Parties that 
contend againſt it on the other. [© — Confeſsd, we are not 
Fall of a mind: | It 1s well you will confeff any thing 3 it ſhall 
| be no more, we may be ſure, than you muſt needs: For 

what here you ſentence as a Vice, is very cantelouſly expreſs'd, 
with an If as to your former Guilt, and a Mitigation of. it, by 
refleting the like on others : [| — © If any among us have done 
: ahem 3 — If we have been at Cudgels ; _— Tt was from a Vice 
* homogeneal, &Cc. : | 

It is to be feared, the Caſe is yet much-what with you, as it 
ever was : You are well enough agreed, and all of a mind, as 
to the pulling down the eſtabliſhed Government and Worſhip, in this <2 
part of the @warrel of your Covenant 3 but when you ſhould 
come to build and ſettle any thing in the room of what you de- 
molifh, there you fall into Confuſions, like the Worker of Babel, 
not underſtanding each others Language. Here it was that the 
Dear Brethren firit began to quarrel. But certainly it behoves 
wiſe Men not to conſent to the Extirpatior of that which #&, till 
they find the Enemies to it better agreed upon a more perfed? 
Model to be eretted inſtead of it. 

You tell us yet : [*This isno (auſcof Alienation of Aﬀe@ions, 
*Nor ſhould be a Cauſe of wntual Perſecutions, 1t being your 

D 2 « Judg- 


Pag. 7, 8. 
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* Judgment.] The Caſe is altered, it ſeems 3 wellaltercd indeed, 
ſince the Presbjterians were Maſters of the Game, and got inty 
the Saddle, ( if I may borrow your Elegancies ) ti]] the [ndeper- 
ents ſhuffled the Cards otherwiſe, and xrnborſed their, — We 
have here, may it but hold, what they are loth to come to, a 
- Recantation of all thcir once zealows Purſuit of the Holy Cone: 
nant, for maintaining Presbytery in the Church of Scotland, and 
4x wits themſelves to an Oniformit 'y, arid the Kooting out ; 
Schiſm and Hereſj, that the Lord might be One, and kis Name | 
- One. — The Independents began ſooner to look upon i/is League, 
as an Almanack out of Date ; and now the 'Presbyterians follow 
them, confeſs, themiclves Perſecutors, and guilty of what theDif- » 
{cnters ithen laid to their Charge. O the Effects of mutual Suffe- - 
rings and preſent Intereſt !/ What ſtrange Qniters and Reconci- 
lers they are, of the moſt diſtant Apprekenſrons and AfeTions, all 
of a ſudden. 
But 'tis not ſafe Truſting you for all this: /Egrotat Demon, 
Monachus tunc,—- Nor may weealily believe, that you are re- 
| ally ſo kind each to other, as 1s pretended, remembring what you 
Paz. 24. your ſelf have told us : | * It1s1o rare for ſeparated Afſemblies 
© not to make it their Religion and VWork to make others odioxs, 
” and fatlionſly to draw Diſc iples and Aſſocaates to t:. emſelves, that - 
© they may alſo thank themſclves that others are fo 7zzpatient with 
Par. 129. © them.] And again, | <I conteſs, I have ever been jealous of 
© ſuch arbitrary Chiurcdes, ( where there 18 room for all in one 
« Church) lcſt they ſhould turn Arti-Churches, and Theatres of 
 Emmlation and Contention. | —- Had it not becn to charge an 
Homoceneality upon the preſent Conformiſts, which reflects wholly 
upon the Law, we {hould ſcarce have had ſo »uch in your Con- 
felons. And yet it 15, . mcthinks, obſcrvable, that though 
you acknowledg, that you ſzz.rt your ſelves for what you 
have done, you are willing to leave the Repertance unto us. 
[ Their Can- Js | 
dor & Chari- ©1I pray you try, it you will not believeus, whether *Papiits 
| zyro Confor- © gr ®yakers take us or you for their greateſt Aduerſaries. Re- 
] mir] - * memwver, after the Fire of London, the Papiſts in Print did 
_ 6 © court 


[29] * 

* court you, as Mew mnch nearer to them than we are, and wich 
© Jiker to befriend them : And I doubt you will never make them ED 
© think otherwiſe. ] An xgly Inſinuation ! . That we of the 
Church of England are greater Friends to the "Papiſts and 
Suakers, and wmch nearer to them, than the Non-conforminig 
Brethren, who in Recnſaney, ({ not ro name ſome other Princt> 
plcs,) agree 1n part with them. * But if ſo, and we cannot Sy on wo 
make them belicve otherwiſe; it 1s to be hoped, they will in vtcre, who 
requital prove greater Friends to us too, provided any Spark ot _—_ co 
good Nature rerdain in them. What the 'Papiſts have ſaid that [.,,,.. ,, po. 
way 1n Print, I cannot tell ; but this I can, that it 1s 70 more pt 2, by whal 
Arenment that therefore itistrue, or that their Words and Hearts Char hr 
agree togetker, than if a Presbyterian had ſaid as much. — We Haenre. 1 
know by too ſad Experience, that the Church of England 1s the A ber. 
greatest Eye-ſore to them in the World, And what ever Conn- 
tenance you put on, we do confidently affirm, that you are all 
ſo far their Eriends and Inſtruments, as you with and ſeek the 
Deſtruction of it. But let us know the Depth of zour Charity 
0 HS. | 
* We take you for een of the ſame Religion with us, and Ibid, 
*much fitter tor our Communion, than fuch 2\(onconformiits as 
* Papiſts and Quakers are. ] An Act of extreme Grace and Fa- 
our { | © Much fitter for our Communion, than ſuch Noncon- 
* formiſts 3] but not, it ſecms, than {ndependents, and Arabap- 
tiſts, Sc. And 'tis well yct if you flinch not before the end ; 
or elſe there is ſore Salo reſerv'd in the Caſe, You take us 
tor Men of the ſame Religion with you 3 but have a care, I pray, 
now you pronounce your ſlves of the ſame Religion with us. 
[ * Tho we differ not at all from the Dodrine of the Church of Pao. 45. 
* England, till the New DoCrine about Infants, &c.] OF which 
by and by. | 

[© But we that ſuffer from you, ( hear it now, for you ſhall p,, ; 
* hear it from God ere long,) all the Poverty, Confinements, * 
' Calamities, Silencings, that have been inflicted on us, becauſe 
— We would not ſubſcribe, fay, ſwear, and do — you know what. 

Can no more go again(t our Conſcicnce in conforming to one 

* another, 
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&7 © another than to you. ] No hopes of any Settlement then, \ 


Pap. 12, 


Az 


CH 


Pap. 9. 


perceive, among you 5 no, not among the Sobere#? of the Party, 
for you tell us of them too, that they are not all of them of one 
ind. — But ſee we here a Specimen of the Juſtice, Meekneſs, 
Humility, and Modeſty of this Man. {| * We that ſuffer from 
* you. — ] How trom Us, when the ſame way of Impurity is 
open to you as to our ſelves If any thing muſt be arraigned and / 
condemned, 'tis in plain terms the Law, or elſe the Guilt lies at | 
their Door who diſobey it. \ * All the Poverty, Continements, 
* Calamitics, e*c.] It may be /o, and yet not very wmch neither, 
as to the greateſt part among you. Lerzes cure loquan tur, ingemtes 


ſtupent. To be ſure, nothing comparable to what the Horeft 


and Legal Clergy fuffered m Times laſt paſt, ( you know by 
whoſe means) and nothing o zlegally as they ; whoſe '/Feturn 
to their proper ard long detained *Kights was the Riſe and Occa- 
ſion of moſt of your Calamities, whom they found in the poſ- 
ſeſjzon of them. — [ © Becauſe we would not ſubſcribe, (ay, 
* ſwear, and do — you kzow what. | Speak out, Sir, what you 
mean, and leave not ſuch a filthy Slander upon Authority, to be 
ſupplied from the worſt of Conjecures which it is poſſible for 
any to make 3 as if ſomewhat had been required of you by your 
Governours, that it were an horrid [-piety and '3/a/phemy but to 
name. — | © Hear it now, for you ſhall hear it from God ere 
long. ] What a Thnder-Clap is here! But are you privy to 
the Divine Connſels, that you thus preſume to threaten us 2 Or 
is it a Cat of your good Will only > Dat Deus immiti, — We 
ſtand and fall to our own Maſter ; and who. are you, that you 
ſhould take upon your ſelf thus to judg us ? 

[© They, (7.e. the Nonconformiſts, ) ſuppoſe, that the Mini- 
© {try doth not ſave Men, as Wizards think their Charms do heal, 
* by their Preſence, Titles, Names, or Habits; by ſtanding in 
* the /Neading-Place, or Pulpit 5 ox being called, the Parſon of 


_ * the Pariſh, or ſaying his ſet Words over them, when they are 


* dead : | As Conformiits 1gnorantly believe ; for that is to be 


fupplied. ' And ſo this 1s but a ſquinting and obliquer Way of Cas 


tunmny, and F alſe Witneſſ-bearing. 
[ © They | 


[ 3r ) 

[ © They ſuppoſe, a greater Number of the Conformable *Prieits Pag; 10: 
© thar they are willing to wention, do preach ſo igzorantly and dully 
©; the Pulpit, and do ſo little of the perſonal private Work be- 

« kder, as that there is great weed of a fargreater Number of A 
« pHtamts, than all the preſent Nonconformiſts be.”] I obſerve, 
that Parſon, and *Priefts, and *Pariſh-PrieSts, are words uſed Pag. ra. | 
by this Author, when he expreſſcth his Diſiike, (in which he +; 
ſ{ymbolizeth with the Herd of Fanaticks ); but Paitors or Mz- 
nifters, where he approves: yet we love the good old Word: 
never the worſe. But he would have us beholden to them that 
they publiſh not a Continnation of White's lewd Century of Igno- 
rant and Scandalous eMiniiters : To ſuppoſe at leaſt, that all 
the preſent Nonconformiſts, 1f made their Alliſtants, would 
preach more knowingly and zealouſly ; otherwiſe what would the 
Supply avail us ? And then farewel altogether to his former 
Fears and Fealoufies of the Weakneſs, "Kaſhneſs, Injudicionſneſs, 
and Imprudence of ſome of his earneſt and profitabe Preachers, 
whoſe Openings and Holdirgs-forth are hike to forfeit the hs 
tatiox and ESteem of Wile and Conſcientious, gained by their 
Nonconformity and Silence. 
[ © They find, that ſome Places of many years paſt have had Pag. 10. 
*no eM7rifters at all. } Nor are they like to have from then 
for the future; for they are not wont to fiſh in ſach Waters. 3 
* Cities and Corporations call for them. Pag. 69. 

* They are not able to confirte the People in many Places, who 
tell them that their publick Prieſts are ſo defeftive in their e- ©: 1 
* ceſſary Qualifications for their Office, as that they hold it »zlaw- 

*al to hold ſuch for trwe Miniſters, and to encourage them by 
* their Preſence, or to commit the Care of their Souls to ſuch. 

[© They are not able. ] To their great grief wemuſt believe 
they ſpeak it, aud to aſſure us of their diligent Endeavours 
this way Well, let them comfort themſclves ; where there is 
but a willing Mind, it is accepted according to what a Mar hath. 

— How, alas ! ſhould they be able to confute the Pecple, when 
themſelves have firſt learned them thus to cenſure their Preachers, 
and communicated that fowr Leaven of Prejudice to them > — 


Yet 
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Yet, to do Mr. Baxter right, he hath given the People a Dji- 


: ſtinction of ſome ule here to be remembred : | © Obſerve this 
© neceflary Diſtin&tion, ſaith he : It 1s one thing to ask, Who 


© 3s to the himſelf for a call'd and true Miniſter, and to do the 
«Work as expecting Accept.cnce ard Feward from God? Andit 
© it is another thing to ask, Whom are the People (or Churches) 
<to take for a true Mwmitrer, and ſro-7t to, as expecting the 
© Acceptance and Blefſig of God in that Submitſion, from his 


© Admmiltrations2 Orit 1s one thing, to have a Call, which. 


will bdtore Gol j{tity h:1s ſiniſiration : and another thing, to 
have a Call, which will before God juttity the Peoples Sub- 
© mriſſron, and will juſtify in Foro Feeiefre both him and them, 
* And ſo it is one thing to.be a Minitter, whom God and Conſci- 
© ence will juſtify and own as to himfelt ; and another thing, to 
© be a Mzriſter to the Church, whom they muſt own, and God 
«< will own, and ble only to their Good. — In the firſt Sence, 


© none but itruly ſand ified Hen can be Miziſters ; but in the _ 


< latter, an mſndified Mar may be a e1imifter. — As there-is 
© a difference among Members, between the Va{tble and e/Myſtical, 
© ſo 1s there betwixt Paſtors : Some have a Title,that in Foro Ec- 
© cleffe, or Ecclea Fudice, will hoid good, that have none that 
© 1s 900d 1N Foro Dei. In one word, the Church is bound to 
take mary a [in as 4 true Miniſter to them, and to receive the 
* Ordinances from him in Faith, and expettation of a Bleffing 
* upon Promiſe, who yet betore God 1s a ful [nvider, of 
* Oſurper of the Miniſtry, and thall be condemncd for it. As 
© in worldly *Poſſcſſions, many a Han hath a good Title before 
* cn, and at the Bar of er, fo that no Han may diſtarb 
© his Poſlcfhon, nor take it tromhim without the Guilt of Theft, 
© when vet he may have no good right at the Bar of God, to 
© juſtify him in. his */Fetexferr, So 1t is here. It is too common 
© a Calc 1n Croil (Zovernments, the Ignorance of which cauſeth 
© many to be dilobediert. T A Man, that 1zvadeth the Sowererenty 
© without 4 Title, mav be, no King as to Himjclf before God, 


© and yet may be truly a King as to the People ; that is, He | 


© {tands owilty before God of ©/rrpation, and ( till he repent, 
| « and 
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* and cet @ better Title, ) ſhall be anſwerable for all his Admini- 
© trations, as unwarrantable 5 and yet, when he hath ſercled 
© himſelf in the poſleſſion of the Place, and exerciſe of the So- 
« yercignty, he may be under an Obligation to do Jultice to the 
«People, and defend them 3 and the People may be wnaer ar 
© Oblication to obey him, and honour Lizr, and to receive the Fruits 
6 of bis Government as a Bleſſing. | 

| But lct us hear further, what kind of Thongts poſſeſ# the 

| Nonconformiſts Minds. 


Nonconformiſts Sentiments. 


[ © They think, that the Magiſtrate hath the Power of the Paz. 101. 
© Temples and Tithes, and Publick Maintenance, and Liberty 5 [ Of the Pow- 
© but that he hath not the Power of Ordination or Degradation. | * of Magiſtr. 
To fay nothing of that affe&ed word, Temples, fo often uſed by © Biſhops,to 
him, ( perhaps, that the Churches might with the greater colour _ 4 
be reſer'd for themſelves.) If the Magiſtrate have the Power of NE 
\ Libetty, as1s here acknowledged, what can they plead, to juſtt- -p 
fy them(clves,for 20t ebezing his Command-s, touching the Reſtraint 
of Number in their private eMeetings, and keeping of them to their 
broe Miles diſtance ? To this latter Inſtance indeed he ſaith af- 
terwards: | * We have been hainoully accuſed for coming p,, ;,, 
* within Five Miles of any City, Corporation, and Place, where * 
*we lately preached 5 when Chriſt ſaid, If they perſecute you in 
* one ( ty, fiee to another. ] Strongly argued ! Therefore they 
mult alwas have ſome City to fly unto 3 or therefore they mult 
keep in or ncar that City or Corporation, where they reckon on 
themſclves perſcuted. — But this ſuits well, doth it not, with 
owning the e/agiſtrate to have the *Power of their Liberty in his 
hand, and at his diſpoſal > And the *Pretence for their Diſo- 
bedicnce makes it (till the worſe 3 when, to arrozate unto them- 
ſelves the Privilege of Saznts, they tacitly proclaim the K77g a 
erſecutor, | | 
But then, if the Magiſtrate have not the Power of Ordinati- 
N- cr Degradation, ſure the * Briſbops have. Ordination hath 
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been allowed them by thoſe, that would otherwiſe d7z#:nifh their 
Power 3 and when they have alleged ſome Teſtimonies for the 
cxaltation of Presbyters, were yet forced to add, excepta Ordina- 
tice, And Deeradation, as it is here uſed for Silencing, one 
would think ſhould as ealily be granted to them. The matter 
among us is beyond diſpute and controverſy. But this Author 
{cms to teſtify again(t the Power of Degradation and Silencing, 
Pao. 47. in any Perton wholocver 3 for ſo his words are : [© All this 15 
br 7 © utterly impertinent to them, whoſe Conſciences mever allowed 
© them to forbear their eMiniſtry, in formal Obedience to any Mar's 
* Prohibition, but only when they had not Power ( that is here, 
* Ability, ) or Opportunity to exerciſe it. || They are ſuch, 'it 
ſeems, whoa no Man may forbid: And tho their Ordination 
and Commiſion be contelledly trom Men, yet will not their 
Conſciences allow of any Mar's Prohibition. 
Pap. 25. Again, [| * The Nonconformiſts hold, that the Miniſterial 
«< Office is not tobe taken up on Trial, or for a time, but drrante 
© Vita cums capacitate 5 and that it 1s no leſs than, 
* 1. Horrid Sacrilege, 
* 2, Perfidious Covenant-breaking, 
©*2. Diſobedicnce to God, 
© 4. Cruelty to Souls 3 and, 
© 5. Unthankfulneſs for great Mercics: 
© If any of us ſhall deſert our undertaken Offices, ( yea, tho | 
© a ſelencing Dioceſan ſhould forbid us the exerciſe of it unjuſtly, 
Therefore preach and officiate, while we ca we mſt. } 
Durante Vita cum Gapacitate, might be explained unto a tole- 
rable Serie, if the Moral Cup.city were here intended : And 
ſo, | 1Vhen we can | re{trained to qurd jure poſſnrmns, And b |, 
when he mentions, 4 fencing Dioceſan forbidding the Exerciſe 
of the Miniſtry unjuſtly ; one would think he might allow him 
|} ſometimes to do it j»ſily alſo, at leaſt before Mer, and in Foro 
| Eecleſrz 5 And uf juſtly, then the Party 1s judiciully incapacitated 
- for the excrciſe of his Miniſtry, by one that ſet and ordained 
. him. He that gave him the Faculty, ſuſpends it. And his Obe- 
dence or Submiſhon here 1s no Deſertion of lis Office at all, for | 
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the exerciſe of which he wants Commiſſion. Who ever accuſed 
a dibanded Souldier, or a caſhiered Officer, for deſerting his 
Colours or Cormmand £ So that he might have forborn all his 
Tragical Aggratations of the Matter. — But he plcads an ex- 
cmption, 1t (cems, from all humane Profibitions. And ACCOr- 
dingly 1n his Title-Page he gives us this ſtrutting Deſcription and 
Account of Himſelf  |_ © One that is conſecrated to the Sacred 
« Miniſtry, and 1s reſolved not to be a wilfirl Deſcrter of it, in 
truſt that any Undertakers can juſtify him for ſuch Deſertion 
© at the Judgment of God, till he know better how thoſe can 
© come off themſelves, who are unfaithful Paſtors, or anjuſt S7- 
©/encers of others : ] That is, we may ſuppoſe, till Doomſ- 
Day. | 
Dr. William Gonge long ſince reſolved this Caſe, with much 
more Ingennity and Clearneſs : 
«(1.) Difference muſt be made. ſaith he,between [mes of Per- 
* cution, when 1nfidels, or Idolaters, or the open Enemies of Chriſt, 
* bear Rule, who ſeck vtterly to ſuppreſs the Truth of the Goſpel, 
* and root out the Profeſſors of it 5 and Times of Peace, when 
* Chriſtian eMagiſtrates, who defend the Goſpel, and ſeek the 
* Progreſs thereof, govern the Church. The Inhibition of In- 
* fidels and Idolaters, made {imply againſt Preaching the Goſpel, 
* becauſe they would have it ztterly ſuppreſſed, 1s 18 this Cafe 0 
* ſufficient [nhivition to bind the Conſcience, being direly and 
* apparently contrary to God's Word : But when Chriſtian Ma- 
* ciſtrates inhibit Miniſters to preach, it is becauſe they think 
* them fit and umeet, either for ſome notorious Crimes, or 
"lome erroncoys Opinions, to exerciſe their Miniſterial Fundions. 
© In theſe Cafes ſuch as are inhibited ought not to preach ; 
* neither are particular and private Men to judg of the Cauſe 
*of the Inhibition, whether it be juſt or unjuſt ; but as they 
*who are appointed by the preſent Government to ordair: 
* Miniſters, are to judg of their Fitneſ thercunto, ſo likewiſe 
of their Cxfitreſs. And (2.) Difference muſt be made again 
; between the Kirds of Miniſters that are inhibited to preach : 
Some were ordained inmediatly by Chriſt, and particularly 
6-2 © £02> 
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« commanded by him to preachthe Goſpel 3 all the World there. 
« fore could n.ct ſilence ſuch : and it they were inhibited, yet 
&« ought they not to be ſilent, it not forcibly reſtrained, And 
& this was the Apoltles Cale, (and the Iike may be aid of the 
« *Prophets, who Were extraordinarily ſcent and appointed by 
« God himſelf.) But others (as all in our Days ) arc ordaine( 
© by the hands of Men, even of the Covernours of the Church, 
© Now as they have Power |to ordain Miniſters, when they 
« 5udg them fit for that Place 3 fo have they power alſo to de. 5 
« 9rive Miniſters, when they judg them wfit + And therefore 
« Obedience muſt be yielded to their Inhibition. | Thus He, 

E And why ſhould not this (obcr Reſolution of his be {till al- 
lowed by them 2 — That noted Paſſage of Mr. (alvir, in his 
Edit, Gen. in EpiſtIt to Farel/zs, deſerves a Remembrance here. Conſilinm 
} el. p. 12%. gyterea Fratribus nan poſſum alind dare, miſt ut Collegam tum - 
ram Magiſtratu moneant, ut ſe patiatur in ordinent reaigi, rod 
ſt pervicaciter recuſare mnſtiterit, demuncient, ſebi 1101 eſe loco Fra- 
tris, qui communen Diſciplinam contumacia ſua perturbat, Sem- 
or ger hoc in Eceleſta valuit, quod vetcribus k) ynodis fuit decretum, 
ut qui ſubjici communis Diſcipline legtbus noluerit, munere abdi- 
cetur, Neque hic quarenda eſt hominun authoritas, cunt SpiritusS, 
de talibus prounnciaverit, Eccleſtan non habere morem contendendi : 
Valere ergo eum jubeapt, qui communis Jocietatis jura reſpuit. This 
I could be content to leave to Mr. 'B. himfelf to conſtrue; 
but when I conſider, that ſome of his ijudicions Teachers may | 
| necd a plainer Admonitjion, I will tor their ſakes alſo cg/ifh it — ; 
« In the mean while, I cannotgive other Counſel tothe Brethren, | 
« but that they admoniſh your Colſegue (or Aj/iſtant ) before * 
« the Magiſtrate, that he would ſuffer himſelf to be reduced into 
« Order. But if he ſhall obſtinately go on to refuſe, let them 
« denounce (or ſignify) that he 1s not in the place of a Brother * 
« to thenr, who diſturbs the common Diſcipline by his Contumacy. © 

© « This Practice hath ever obtained in the Church, which hath 

« becn decreed by ancient Synods, that whoever will not be ſub- 

« jecf to the Laws of common Diſcipline, ſhould be onted from bis 
« Office.or Fund10n ;, (that 1s, in our Author's Phraſe —_— 1 
and | 
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and ſilenced.) © Nor needs the Authority of Men to be enquire 
« for here, when the Holy Ghoſt hath pronounccd of tuch, that 
« the Church hath not the Cuſtom of contending. LI ct them 
« therefore command him to be packing, who refw{ci/: the L.aws 
& of (01/700 Socictz.] And this indeed, 1f we adviſe upon 1t, 1s 
no more than what 1s adjudged wecefſary 1n every wel-oracred, 
Community ; according to that Oath, which all, when come to 
Age, werc to take at Athens, as Stobeus records it. -— * I will ,,,; $., 4s 
« always prudently obey the eMagiſiracy ct OVcr me, and ob- de Repub. 
« ſerve the appointed Laws and Decrees, And 1t any one (hall 
* attempt tO diſannul thoſe Laws, or refuſe to obey them, I will 
« not zei/d unto it, but both with my ſelf, (fo far as I can,) and 
« with the help of others, revenge it. | | | 
But it is time that we return to our Diſenting Breikrens 


Thorghts, who are given to differ much from the reſt of Han- 
kind, 


[ © They think, that ſome of the Nonconformiſts were true | Of cjefied 
* Paſtors of their ſeveral Flocks, before they were ſilenced, and Miniſters & 
* caſt out, They think, that the ejecting them from the Temples their Succeſ< 
and Tithes, did not degrade them, or make them no true Pa- Js J 
« {tors to their Flocks. They think, that the Magiſtrates put- pag. 11. 
ting another Pariſh-Minifter in poſſeſtion of the Temple and 
* Tithes, did not ditlolve the foreſuid Relation of the former. 
* They think yet, that Przdence requireth Miniſter and People 
* to conſent to ſuch a diflolution of their Relations, where they 
* cannot hold it without greater hurt than benefit 3 yea, and to 
* conſent that the impoſed Miniſter be their Paſtor, when he is 
*fit himſelf, and the Worſhip performed by him, fit for them 
*to join in. | 

[ © The Magiſtrates putting into poſſeſſion of the Temples and 
' Titkes, | 1s Language we are not ſcd to. *Tis the Biſhop with 
us, that gives us the Inſtitution, and Mandate for Induftion, 
which 1s executed alſo by the Clergy, But it is a pretty World 
mdced, when nothing muſt be done without the Newconfor- <; 
miſts leave: and Obedience to Authority, both Civil and 

Ecciclt- : 
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Fecleſiaſtical, cannot oblige unto, or cffe&t as much, as it is 
here acknowledged, Prudence requires Miniſter and People to 
Jo. — Thoſe arc the Nonconformilts avowed "Principles, or 
this Author wrongs them. Let us learn from him next, what 
Ui and Improvement they make of them. 
© The Nonconformiſts will hold d:iſtin@ Church- Afſſcrl lies 
© from the Pariſh-Church, — when the cjccted Miniſter, 1n Foro 
© Conſcientie & Fecleſre were ſie diffs, retaineth till his ancrent 
* Relation to his Flock, and part of them \-hiſmatically ſeparate 
* from him, and join with an Intruder publickly, that never had 
* a lawful Call ; and the other half ſeparate not from their anci- 
*ent Paſtor. It 1s poſſible the Intruder, tho he hath the Tem- 
* ple, may be the Schiſmatick. | Ask Dr. Wild, and Dr. Gunning, 
* whether they thought not (o fourteen years ago? ] And of 
this again he tells us, that their Churches arc gathered, as 
* Dr. Wild's and Dr. Gunning's were fifteen years ago. Where, 
I| know not for what reaſon, he advanceth a Year of his former 
account, 
* But fadions Diſputers, ſaith he, ſee but 0» one ſrde. You 
* thought not that your (clf were all this while proving your 
* {elves Sclzſmaticks. IT undertake to prove, that Paſtors and 
© People are the conſtitutive Effentials of a true Church ; that 
© Dr. Seazzar, Mr. Calamy, Dr. Marton, Mr. Gonge, Dr. Bates, 
* Dr. Facomb, and abundance more ſuch, with the People ſub- 
© jet to them as Paſtors, were true Churches : Prove you, if 
*you can, that on Avg. 24. 1662, they were degraded, or their | 
© true Churches diffolved, | Who but he would dream of the | 
* Diflolution of Churches, upon the Death of their Incumbents 
or Paſtors, which 1s yet more than a Deprivation, a Remove 
beyond the pollibility of Return, ec. ] © on any reaſon, which 
* any Churches for 600 years after Chriſt would own. IF not, 
* you ſeem your {ct to accuſe their Succetlors of Schiſm, for. 
* drawing away part of the People from them, ( meerly by the 
* advantage of having the Temples and Tithcs) and fo gathering 
* Churches out of true Churches. _ So ordinary ts it for (elt- | 
* cltceming Men to talk to their own Reproach and Condem: | 
© nation. | © 
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«nation. ] Again 3 { * What Law tieth. us to be ſacs 9 41jive.t- 
© ticks, as tO TENOUNCE Communion with all othcr Churclice, C- 
« cept Parochial and Contormilts ? ] | * Whoſe Conſcience 
« honld ſooner accuſe him of Schiſm, a Conformiſt, that will 
: hold Communion with none but his own Party, but ſeparateth 
« from all other Churches in the Land ? or Ours, that rcfvlve to 
& hold Communion ſcaſvunably with all true Chriltian Churches 
- among us, that teach not Hereſy, nor preach down Holinels, 
* Love, or Peace, and deny us not their Communion unlets we 


© will (10. [ et the Inpartil jude, which of us is tbe Nehiſmatich 


© and Separatiſt, ] He is mightily tranſported with the evidence 
of this Charge, and thercfore we have it over and over. ——— 

© As far as I can diſcern, this Duſt of Schilm, which you would 
© ca5t into other Mens eyes, obligetlr you to wink hard, left it be 


© blown back into your own. ] Again, | *Is wt not as eaſy. 


* for us to ſay, that you have meedleſly, and [rrfully, and ſcanda- 
© louſly taken our Places, (TI mean, as to the Church-relation, and 
* not as to the Temples and Tithes, ) and drawn ſome of our 
* People to Separation from thoſe that were before truc Chur- 
* ches. We ſay not ſo; but put not your ſelves on the hard 
* Task of diſproving it, 1t you are wile. | That is plainly, at the 
lealt, we think ſo, and would have the People to believe ſo of or, 
and that you are not able to diſprove it, and will hazard your Re- 
prtation for Wiſdom by attempting it 3 tho yet we would eſcape 
the Odinrz of down-right aftirming it. And yet ſo much is faid 


by this Author this way, that I cannot excuſe his [ We ſay not - 


jo ] trom a dire and known Falſhood. For thus he proceeds 
to harp ſtill on the ſame String : | * Do you draw Churches to 
"Your {clvcs out of our Churches that were before you, and then 
' charge your Action on us? ] [* Why come you not to the pri- 
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* vate Churches among you, that have all this while been kept . 


' up? E. Gr. in London; Why may not Dr. Mantor, Dr. Anneſtey, 
'Dr. Facomb, and abundance ſuch, as fairly charge thoſe that gy» 
only to the Temples, tor ſeparating from them 2 They ay, 
they are 4s true Churches as zou, If their not hearing you is 
Separation, why is not your xot bearing of them ſo 2 Big words, 
* Whc;: 
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© whicn Men are got into the Saddle, make not their Cauſe 
© 90d. ] And yet again, [| © Are you Separatilts for not hear- 
© mg them? Ifnot, why are they ſuch tor not hcaring you? } 
-— Now this way of Queſtioning. by his cy Contellion, is but 
another xmer of Sayirg : For lo he takes up his Antagoniſt ; 
[ © Nor thould you by a @rc/?70z, faith he, have vented "ſuch a 
e Faljſhood 

It is enough to expole theſe things without a more particular 
Refutation of them, that we may take notice of the Spirit of 


. the Men. They, alas ! arc not for big Words, and yet 1n their 
low, calamitons, and perſecuted Ejtate, can ſwaeger after this high 


and miehty rate. They are the E, cleſra vere fe dicta, the tre 
Churches, we have only the Temples and Tithes » Wea are Schiſ 
matichs and Separatiſts front they, ( the Sons of yelterday,) and 
eather Churches out of their true Churches, — And lure they con- 


ceit, we have as bad Memories as fudgments, when they report 


themſUlves in the ſame condition now, with the Poreſt and loyal- 

kearted Sons of the Church of England fourteen or fifteen years 

aco, hept ont againſt all Law and Conſcience from their Cures and 

TL ivines, — Mr. Baxter, I perccive, hath not profited, as he 
jo rr . bl "7 

might have done, by Dr. *Pierce's good Admonitions and In- 

{tructions, given him above twelve years ſince, which duly con- 


ſidered, would certainly have ſuperſeded all this idle Cant and 


Expoſtulation. 1 will only be his Monitor in a Point or two, and 
ſo leave him to cr his Leſſon better, it he be not now too old, or 


too proud to learn. 
« T |hall defire'to know of you, ſaith the Dottor, who are the 


« Schi/rratichs and Separ.tiſts, and fo the Breaters of Charity} | 


« and Peace, and Lretterly Onion? We, who continue and per. 
& ſevere in the go & old Way of the Cturch of England, in which 
* 1ve were born and baptized, and to which we have vowed a 
*« dre Corformity and Ocedience ; or Ton, and your darling 'Pres- 
* bjtcrrins, Who have depirted from our Aſſemblies, and ſepard- 
« ted your {Ulves from our Communton, receded zzcanly trom 
« your Subſcriptions, and bound your ſelves by an Oath to 
Ke ExJirpAale Jour F.thers, who were over you an the Lord, whom 
CC you 
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« you had ſolemi, ly promiſed reverently to obey? ] And again, [ © You 
« cannot charge any ſort of Men for having ſcparatcd from you, without 
« incurring the ſame Charge for Having ſcparated from us. V hen 
« Mr. Caudry wrote againſt Independency, and gave it the Title of a great 
« Schiſm,, 1 could not but ſmile at the Retortion which Dr. Owen very (pee- 
« gily and fitly made him. Nay, it is publickly declared, by a great Body 
© of Congregationals, * That they did not break from the Presbyterians, but * Picfat. p. 13, 
« the Presbyterians rather from them. You are ſo far from agrccing one 

 & ppjth another, that you can ncver expect te be at Vnity with your ſelves, 

, « unlcſs by bcing reconciled to the Church of England, whoſe Calamities 
« have obſcured, but not deſtroyed her. The Sin of Schiſm 1s contracted, Of Sciilm, 

« (aith the judicious Dr. Hammond, either by ſome zrregularity of Actions PIP Pg 

& contrary to the fianding Rule and Canons oft this Church, or by diſs- FO "AM 

« bedience to ſome Commands of Eccleliaſtical Superiors. And then, by 

« whom it is contracted, I nced not tell you. But blcfled be God, ( as he 

gocs on) © the Church of England 1s not invilible 3 it is fill preferved in 

* Biſhops and Presbyters rightly ordained, and Multitudes rightly baptized, 

«none of which have fallen off from their Profeſſion. To your prepoſte- 

« rows Demands then.,, Why we ſeparate from you, and refuſe to go to your 

% Communion ? The firſt and ſhorteſt Anſwer is this: That we are paſ- =7 

* ſvely ſeparated, becauſe you actively arc Separatiſts, We, by remaining = 

* as We Were, are parted from you 3 and you, by your violent departure, 

* have made our Difference unavoidable, We are divided by Neceſſity, 

*and you by Choice: We from you, owr Dividers z but you from us, 

* and between your ſelves: You (like Demas) having forſaken us, and 

* embraced this preſent World 3 it is our Lot, ( as it was Paul's) to be una- 

* voidably forſaken, When the Times are changed by ſome, and others 

* are changed by the Times, you mult at leaſt excuſe (it not commend ) 

** us, that we medale not with thoſe that are given to change, For you to go Prov, 24- 21. 

* from us, and then to chide us tor being, parted, is the greateli Injuſtice 

*to bc imagincd, bccaule it requires us to verity the two Extremes of a 

 Contradiction, &c. 

Had theſe things, offercd formerly to our Author's conſideration, been 
digclted by him, he had ccrtainly been antidotcd, in a grcat mcalure, 
3gainli thoſe odd Prejudices, which do now ſo exccedingly ſwell him. 


Ibid. P. 214,095 


- 


[ © Weare told of Schiſm from the Church of England, when T would p,, 


J gs , a : 3 « e 35 
- | vc him all the Money in my Parſe, to make me undcrfiand what the 
n | Church *© England is, ] 1know not wcll here which to admire at more, [9/t 5:0 ch 
the ©ucr {elf hc F dino it 3 both . of Fnoiand, 7 
0 =Mtry 11 telt, or the Manner of propounding It 3 both tor certain are 7... 
extreme 1dle and extravagant, Had this been faid in the Times of D «Ar mepcs, 
n gant, ad this been tald in the Times of Defor= ;; e Church of 


mation, when the Face and Appcarance of our Church had becn obſcured Englund. } 


by 
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by the thick and black Cords of Perſecution, ( or by one born and bred up 
altopether in thoſe times ) there might have bcen fone pretence perhaps 
for it; | But fince the Return of the Stream, and Tidc of things into their 
ancici;t Chinnc, to make this Enquiry, is little other than groping for 
the Sun at Mid-day, He may publill himſelt an Epiicopal Proteliant, 
2nd one of the greatclt Adverlaries to the Papitts, as long and as loudly as 
he pleaſe : Hee is an evident Diſcovery, whoſe Friend he is, and what 
ide he takes to; —— Had he lived in King David's or Solomon's time, 
or any other rcligious Prince's, on record in the holy Scripturcs, he might 
have bid as fair to make him underſtand what the Church of the Fews 
was, —— But whocan cver hope to make him wnderſtand againijt bis Will ? 
He could have cafily cnough rcloulved himſelt unto a tolerable $atisfattion, 
had he not delign'd to become troublcſom. 


* that many Churchcs, united under oe King, and living in one Kingdom, 


[© I contcls ealily, faith he, - 


*and having, thereby ſpecial Opportunity for Synods, and Correſpondence, ' 


© and Concord, ( he might have added, obſerving the ſame Liturgy, agreeing 
in the ſame Articles and Protcilion of Faith, and guided by the ſame 
Laws and Canons in their Government and Worſhip 3 ) © may be called 
© one Church, by a Denomination, (1.) accidcntal, (2.) humane, not uſed 
©in Scripturc 3 ( he ſhould hayc cxcepted the Old Tettament.) © And 
* we will not be fo quarrclſom, as to avoid that Language, where Men 
* will needs uſe it. ] Time was, when a National Church was no ſuch 
flight matter in the clteem of his Prethren, — | © But it is the thing it 
*(«it;, faith hc, and not the Name that we enquire of, What is that one 
* clential contiitutive Head, which makes the Churches of England to be 
* all one Church, in a proper political ſence, as a Governed Society ? 
* None queſtion the Cizil Head + none queition the need of Agreemnient 
© among all theſe Churches: But the queſtion is only of the one Ecclefi- 
* atiick conliitutive Head, | Are not our Ecclefiatiical Governors as un- 
gueſtionably known as the Civil ? ?*Tis difhcult therefore to know what 
be would beat, unlcſs he would have us declare fome one Pope over us. 
[© Tell u> what you mcan by our Schilm trom the Church of England, 
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© faith hez we divide not. our ſelves trom the King or Kingdom, or trom 


© the particular Chur. hes, as concordant in any neceſſary thing, ] If you * 


divide your f{clvcs from the Bithops or Governors of the Church, and op- 
poſe and contront thoſe Ecclclialtical Conttitutions, which .rc the ſtand 
ing, Rules and Meaſures of the Churches Concord in Doctrine, Diſciplia, 
and Worſhip, and what things arc ncceflary thercunto, you arc guilty of 
this Schiſm 3 and ſo tar you. divide your {clves trom the King and King* 


dom too, as that Government, and thoſe Conliitutions, are «dopted into | 


the Laws of both. NS Irs 
[ © But perhaps, *tis our Diſobedicncc to the Church, that is our S-hilm 
| © txom 


43) 


©-om it, But cvery one that maketh himſelf an Ecclchaſtical Governor 
« over othcr Pafiors and Churches, is not thercfore their rightful Lord. 
© The King we know, and his Officers we know 3 but we know not all that 
© 41] theniſclves our Lords and Maſters. Not but that Obedience is the 
© exfictk Courſe of Lite to a quiet humble Mind, ( as yours, I doubt, 1s 
©not )z but Fidclity to our King -ommandeth the diſowning, of Uſurpers. ] 
The Intimation here is too toul and ſeditious, that our Lord Biſhops are <+y 
ſuchz none of the King's Officers, but Uſzerpersz ſu.h whom the King owns 
not, but they make themſelves Ecclcfialiical Governors. * The ſelf-obtru- 
\ * di-g Prelacy, as he clſewhere hath it, — | © The King we know, and Pag, [14- 
> Chis Officers we know 3 but — ] This Rhetorick was learned of an 
evil Spirit, ACts 19. 15, ——- But O the Tenderncls and Loyalty of a 
Presbyterianiz*d Conſcience ! | © Fidelity to their King, commandeth them 
' the diſowning of Vſarpers, | Jult as formerly, Fidelity to King Charles 
the Firft, made them down with the Biſhops, and raiſe and maintain a 
War, undcr pretence of evil Connſellors Clcaving to Him, &c. —- Or ra- 


ther, as Fidcl'ty to King Charles the Sccond, made R.B. todiſown R.C, : 
| Oui dicit que non debet, neceſſe eſt, ut, que non velit, aliquando arugiat, 
[ © Where the Pariſh- Miniſter is faithful, and the Pariſh ſmall enough, , __. 
| * ard near enough to afſemble in one Place, and the People fatished with mr 
N * the Liturgy 3 I ſuppoſe, the Sybereſt of the Noncontormilis, ( for they 
h \, Fare not all of a Mind,) will gather no Church out of that Pariſh. |] 
t They were mad ccrtainly, ſhould they endeavour what they have'no more 
c hopes of, and cali their Nets where they are like to catch nothing. But this 
c yet is the Wiſdomonly of the ſobereſt of them 3 and we are left to ſuppolc, 
? that they arc not all thus far reſolved to be ſober and diſcreet. 
it | *He that had rather Ten thouſand Perſons fRay'd idly at home, or Pas. 13. 
1- ' went to Sports or Drinking, in Stepney Parith, or Giles Cripplegate, or 
1- | : Sepulchers, or Martin's in the Ficlds, or Clement-Danes, &c. ( how ſhie 
at | heis of naming Saint ! ) © than a N.C. ſhould preach to them, I will 
| .” not foul my Paper by calling him as he deſerveth, tho he pretend, that 

4, ' Lathering a Church out of a Church is the thing that he oppoſeth. ] - — 
m} Theſe, it ſeems, arc the Godly Party, who would flock to the N. C. in 
ou © thoſe great Pariſkes, ( for otherwiſe to what purpoſe doth he here mention 
p- them?) Such, vis. as would otherwiſe ſtay idly at home, or bctake 
d- tneniſelves to Sports or Drinking, And yct, as the N. C. and his Prea- 

Cling potfibly may be, not much to be preferrcd to cithcr. And, if you 

call the Man that faith ſo, by no othcr Name than he deſerves, you nced 

not fear the forling of your Paper by it tho that be a thing too, I per- 

ave, you arc r,ot always fo fqueamiſh at. 

[ © What it ary Number of Ferſons, as good 4s you, ſhou'd think that Pas. 141 15. 


8 . . , b b . ; 
the Liturgy 1s guilty of all the Diſorders and Detects which once were 
F 2 * charged 
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« tharged on it, and of ſome  Doctrinal Corruptions lincc ? And what if 
* they think, that the Pariſh Churches are void of Chritt S Irme Diſcipline, 
© ard are under an Alien, one which they judg unlawful? What if they 
« yet ſay, that your Churchcs may be true Churches d | 

Truly wc thould look upon them as Men of crazy 1 1dgments, and ex. 
orbitarnt Underſtandings, and watch ovcr theni, and beware of chem, (with 
ſo much the more diligence tor their Number fake ) as Enemies, that 
would undoubtedly, upon the; tirlt opportunity ofter'd, down with that 
which they charge with ſo much Guile, and cject thoſe whom they ad judg 
Aliens, and Unlawful; to advance, as they ſometimes ſpeak, a pure 
Worſhip, and the Scepter of Chriſt in their own hands, 

—— | © And it withal you {ay, that you refuſe them, and they refuſe 
© xot you You will not give them the Lord's Supper, unlcfs they take it 
, kneeling, ( which I think they may do, but they think otherwiſe.) You 


 * will not baptize their Children, without the tranſient Image of the 


* Croſs, as a dedicating Sign. — | This is wholly levell'd at the Lay, 


requiring thoſe things in common trom them and us, which hath alſo as | 


charitably provided tor the explication of them, ſo far as might fatisfy 
the moſt tc nder Conſciences, were not forme Men ambitious of keeping up 
Scruples, by putting ſ«ch Notions into their Heads, of ſucramental and 
dedicating Signs, which otherwiſe they would never think ofz and when 
they hcar, underſtand as little but the Brgg-bear Sond only. And if after 
all this, Pcople will be contentious, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, nor the 
Churches of Chriltt. They may be all admitted, it they pleaſe, upon the 
ſame cqual terms, as their Chrittian Neighbours are. 


[ © But in this laſt Caſe, I ſuppoſe, the moſt of the N.C. that live in : 


© Country-Pariſh:s, which have good Miniſters of their own, will not call 
© themſelves a diſtin Church ( totally) but will hold their Meetings, as 
* Chappel- Meetings are h:ld. | This Notion of Chappels he is much taken 
with. | © Chappels ſubordinate to the Pariſh-Church, | Which we alſo 
ſhould hike the better, were we once well ſecured of that Swubordination, 
3ut this, I conccive, is chicfly deligned to wind themſelves by degrrees ints 
the eſtabliſhed Church, | © Suppoſe your ſelves, ſaith he, as Chappel-Cmurater, 
* under the Pariſh-Minitters, and ſo in Concord perfor your. Work. | 
This were ſomething indeed, could we reconcile it with what hc obſerves 
in another place. — | * I doubt the Separation is in this, that the tole- 
* rated Minitter will not be your Crate. But remember. that ſome are 
* Presbyterians, and theretore for Parity of Miniſters; and I, and many 
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* others, are ſo much for Epiſcopacy, ( it mult be then ſurely in your (clves) 
* that we would not have Prelatical Juriſdidion given to thoſe Pariſh | 


* Prieſts, who themſelves are againlt Presbyters, (Elegant! Priefts 
againſt Presbyters, ) © and tos Prelacy. | Very good! Let us be then « 


ALIA. 
OY 
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[ © Perhaps ſome N C. own Adminiſtrations may be as defective as Page 16. 
the Liturgy. ] How wary we are! —— © Some N. C. may be as de- Pag. 17. 
{ Give, — perbaps, --— © Yet they prefer their own Manner of worſhip- 
* ping God, as better in their Opinion than the Liturgy, and therctore to be 
©cholcn, when they may chuſe. } QPuiſque fibi ſuffenus, But Ict the <0 
Pcople note well, That is not always better in it ſelf, which the N.C. in 
their oyn Opinion prefer as ſuch, 

—— | * They are driven trom the Pariſh-Miniſiry againſt their Wills, Ibid. 
© 1nd had far rather hold thcir ancient Stations. | That is, the Temples 
ard Tithes 3 for othawiſe, as we have heard alrcady from him, the 
Church-Relation Bill continucs. — | © They will thankfully return to 


-* tham, whenever they have leave. | Namely, upon their own Terms 


ard Conditions 3 and ſo we eaſily believe them. — | © And do earnclily 
© ray, that thele Seemings and Shews of Separation may ceaſe, the occaſion 
*of them being taken away. ] That is, either the Law, or their Prejre- 
diceand Obſtinacy. This difftcrent Sence of the Occaſion divides us in our 
Prayers3 we are for the latter, they for the former Acceptation. 
But he doth ingenuouſly acknowledg, after all, Seemings and Shews of 
Separation in their Prafiice. Oh! that they were but more tender in a- 
voiding this appcarance of Evil! 


Pag. 20, 


And how great the Evils arc julily to be feared, by their gathering into [ The grear £. 
Gitict and ſeparate Churches, he is very ſenſible 3 for he gives us a good Ys of gather. 
account of them in fix Particulars, worthy to be thought upon 3 and j*..** tie 


t ; . | tint and [epa- 
thcrefore I will repeat them here after him. rate hee &&] 


'1. The exaſperating the Minds of Perſons, for Number or Quality Pag. 19, :+. 
* confiderable 3 and ſo alienating them from their Brethren, and hindring <v 
*the:r Good. 

' 2, And thereby weakning the Proteſtant Intereſt, in a time which rc- 
quireth our greatelt Concord. 
| *3. And ſetting of Partics againſt Parties, and Churches againſt Chur- 
ches, and turning Religion into Contentions, and mutual Oppoſlitions. 
'4. And the countenancing of unlawful Separations, which will all thel- 

ter themſelves under ſuch Examples : And the Dividers will not ſce the 
Uifferent Principles on which we go, whilſt our Practice ſcemeth to be 
the ſame, 
'5. And fo it may be injurious to future Ages, by ſceming to give them 
Predents for their wunlawfzel $ eparations. 
'6. Andit is not the leaſt cvil Conſequent, . That we ſhall cheriſh, not 
Only the Error of thoſe, that think worſe of the Pariſh- Worſhip and 
Aflemblics than there is cauſe 3 but we ſhall alſo accidentally nourifh 

| * their 
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* hcir Pride, who will think themiſclves an holier People, becaulc they e- 
© rorcouſly cenſure the Perſons and Fractices of others. | 


God keep theſe Conſiderations warm upon their Hearts! And then, no 
dub, they will tind theſe evil Effects or Conſequences much more in 
Nember, Weight and Certainty, than any Bcnctits to be ballanced again(t 
thon!. | 
-** But may any one beſides Mr. B; be allowed, to ſay thus much * How 
angry is he for arothcrs reporting in a few other words, what himſelf 
hath contcſſcd in the fourth Particular bctore recircd 3 ſee with what a 
Pag. 53, Pallionate Preface he quotes them: | * But my expectation ot Moaeſty, 1 
© fee, by the following words, needs a Pardon. Conſider, I beſcech you, 
kow like Indcpendent Apes, your new Congregations will make you look, — | | 
In the Author himſelf the Words arc thus: | © Contider, I bcſeech 
Tojerat. not to © you, and ſce before hand, how lik2 to Independent Apes, ( parden the | 
. be |abuſed, &« Fo | 1 : | : . 
en wp ixpreſſion ) your new Congregations will make you lot)k | But inſtead | 
--- of pardoning thc Exprcilion, ſuch is his good Nature, he lays on un- t 
Pag.c3- mercifully tor it, | © That is to ſay, Come N. C. it you will not be 
©beaten from your Maltcr's Work, we will try whether we can fcoff 
*and ſcorn you out of it : If that will not do, we will pretend Chrift's | 
* Name and Authority forbidding you. For as Chriſt, Mat. 4. fo you, | 
* muſt encounter a threctold Temptation, But we take pleaſure In In- | 
* hxtnitics, and can bear to be made as the Off: ſcouring of all things, rememe | 
* bring who was cloathed with Purple, and then mock'd, as being like a | 
*King. | All this Vent but on the warning of them againtt that Symbo« | 
trzing with the Independents, which he himſclf alſo reckons up, asa great 
Evil attending their withdrawing into /tp.rate Churches, - So that if we 
wake any Sence of what he faith here, to ape or imitate the Indepen- 
dents or Separatilts, is to be made in his Opinion, the Off ſcouring of al 
things, &c, Wet it nct ſcaſonable therctore to irmmind him upon this 
Pay. 29, ot his own words el{ewhcre to that Author: | © You underit: nd ner 
* ther the Men you talk of, nor thcir C.zzſe Thcy take not the Inde- 
* pendent Afſemblics to be the Tents of Enemies : they leave Terms of 
* Enmity an.ong Brethren, to thoſe that have Enmity in their Hearts. | 
And yet, alas! how unpardonailc a Ciime is it to fuppoſe and repre 
ſent them, as Imitators of theſe dear Brethren! It ware well it Mr. b. 
did not take pleaſure in ſuch Intirmitics as theſe arc. 
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4 oh [ © The prime preat Obligation for thc Cure of all this, doch lie up! 
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Mos df ole lome of the Conforming Side. | How pronc are we to excuſe our felv6, 


Dn, 4:e;2; and thitc off Duty and Obligation to. otfr Men ! [ © It were caly for 


- 


dies,  ©rhem not to fileace Chriſt's Miniltcrs, that arc as wif: and as good B 
C 
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themſelves. ] The Aim is here manifeſtly againſt the Law and Biſ>/ps 3 
1nd the Glenced Minilters are all voiced up for the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and as wiſe and good as the belt of them that tilence them. — This we 
call Mortification, S f-denial, Humility, and Modeſty. | 

[ © It were caly for them, not to puniſh a godly Perſon lo heavily as 
©. an Excommunication comes to, tor the Weakncls ot ſcrupling a $2- 
© exmment Geſtzcre 3 and not to puniſh their Children with bcing wnchriſte 
© 12d, or theinſclves with Excommunication, who think the dedicating 
© Inzge of the Cro(s unlawtul, or think it their own Duty to cnter thcir 
<wn Children into Covenant with God, rather than Go4- Fathers, that 
have no propricty in them, and they are ſure never intend to take them 
© for their own, or uſe them as they covenant to do. | It were eaſy for 
you, Sir, not to ſlander the Government with ſuch like Imputations, It 
were caly for you to make a fairer Conſtruction, both of our Conltitutt- 
ons and Uſapes, When did you know any godly Perſon excommunica- 
ted for meer Weakneſs and Thoughts ® It were caſy for you to forbcar 
that inzidious Phraſe, the dedicating Image of the Croſs, and ſuch like, which 
you foo frequently abound with, when our Liturgy hath no ſuch Scare- 
crow word in it, It were eaſy tor you not to have ſaid, you are ſurc of 
what you know nothing of, vz. the Intcntions of God-Fathcrs at the 
Font, &c, 

But atter all this, ſpeak out the N., C. for your ſelves: Is here all you 
arc offcr;ded at ? Will it fully fatisty you, it the Biſhops ſilence not the 
Miniters of Chriſt, that arc as wile and 4s good as themſelves * And, it you 
ſhall not be excommunicatcd for the weakneſs of ſcrupling a Sacrament- 
Geſture, or thinking the Sign of the Croſs unlawtul, nor your Children 
unchrilined upon this Score, ( tho in truth they are all chriſtned, bcfore 
gned,) and you your ſelves permitted to enter your own Children into 
Covcnant with God ? Will you ſubmit heartily to all the reſt, itkneeling 
at thc Communion, the Croſs at Baptifm, and God-Fathers be remitted 
to you ? Subſcribe honet:ly, and declare you will ſtand to it. —- But 
alas! *tis in vain, I fear, to talk of Condeſcerfions, We have been 
to much fouPd already with theſe Pretences, to be confident that no- 
thing elſe ſticks with you. You are a craving Generation, and the Con- 
deſcenſion of your Governors in two or three Points may but open your 
Mouths wider to ask more, Tiey will gain, in all probability, as little 
3s the laſt King of blefſed memory did, by all his gracious Condeſcenfi- 
ons 3 and the Ifſue is like to be their own Ruine, as it was his 3 the only 
difcrence this, that their condition will be the leſs piticd, for loving 
Danger, and dcfpiting the Warnings given them of it. 

*It on ſuch occaſions true godly Chiittians are cati out of their Pariſh- 
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* allowed 
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© allowed to deſert them, and fo to add Cruelty and Affliction to the AF. 
©flictcd. ] In the Caſe of Excommunications,- Sir, 1t would better be. 
come you to fay to thuſe in Authority, as you do wcll in another place: 
| © We leave your own IVorks to your own Wiſdom 3 other Mens Actions 
Core not ours, | But yct remember, there are thoſe among the Confor- 
miſts, that have compatlion tor the AfMicted, no Icf; than you: And 
upon this Suppoſal too, you arc to congregate none but our Excommyu- 
nicates, and thoſe antong, them who are truly godly Chriſtians, and thoſe 


calt out of their Pariſh-Churches, on ſuch occalions as betore were ſpeci. : 


ticd: And then, I conjecturc,, your Mectings will not be . much 
throngcd. 

[ © They that think they anſwer all, by ſaying, thoſe Peoples Scruples 
© 1c but Errors, do but (1.) ſhew their Self-eſteem, who can call that 
*Enor, which they have ſaid fo little to prove to be lo ( in ſome of their 
© Inftanccs). (2.) And he talketh neither like a Paſtor, nor a Chriftian, 
© nor a Min, that thinkcth all that ctr ſhould be caſt out off the 
* Church. 

He is yet to (eck, I believe, for that Paſtor, Chriſtian, or Man, that (o 


talkcth, —— But is it Scelt-c{tcem at this time of day in the Chriſtian 


Church, to call theſe Peoples Scruples Errors ? And hath therenot enough 
been faid by our Judicious Writers, Whitgift, Andrews, Morton, Hooker, 
Payhody, Sanderſon, and others, ( to name none who are now living, ) 
to prove them ſo? What will ſome Men think enough ? But how 
ſhould we have heard of it, it we had called them fulſe Conceits, paultry 
Principles, and Perverſeneſs, as we hnd ſome of the hike Principles, that 
have no leſs to be ſaid for them, deſervedly cenſured in this Book ? By 
name, The Vnlawfulneſs of all Book: prayers, or all impoſed : Placing Religion 
in being croſs to the reſt of the Congregation, in not ſtanding up at the Creed 


and Hymns, &c, But, I beſcech you, Sir, arc you the only Man that 


may ſpeak {harply againſt the Humors and Weakneſs of Religious Peo- 


AS 


plc? Orare you the ſole Demonlirator of thoſe Miliakes which you | 


inveigh againtt? Or have you the Monopoly of Namcs and Cenſures? 
Abatc but a little of that great and ungrounded Eſteem you have of your 
{clt; and you will ſoon' perceive -it, not to be Selt-eſteem in others, to 
call thoſe often baffled Scruples, Errors at Icatt, it no worſe, The truth 


is, you would be well adviled, | to ſpend that time (I will not (ay, as 


ſome have done, in your Greek, | Grammar, but ) in practical Meditations, 
wherein lies your chictelt exccllency, that you waſtc in thee crude Scribs 
lings, which you have ſcarce the Patience your (cit to read over, and 
correct, betorc you fend to the Preſs. 


[ © As the Weakneſs of the People enclincth them to cauſcleſs Separar 


* tions and DisjunCtions 3 {o the doletul Pride and Sclhtithnc(s of the carnd 


*PatÞ 


[49 | 
« Part of the Clcrgy, hath in moſt Ages made them too impatient with 
« the peoples Weakneſs, and make ſuch a Noiſe and Stir in the Werld, 
© if a tew do but draw from their Communion, as it all that difowned 
© them, diſowned Chrilt 3 and all, becauſe Pride would mike every Man a 
© God to the IVorld, | For Inſtance fake, when the Aſſembly at Weſtminſter 
were ſo exaſpcratcd at the Five Diſſinters, and the City-Miniſters exclaimed 
({» zealouſly, both from Preſs and Pulpit, againli the Independents 3 who 
were then the carnal Part of the Clergy & Who, by theſe meaſures, guilty 
' of doleful Pride and Selfiſhneſs * Which, where-ever tound, dcfcrve a 
Condemnation. | | 
| © It there be any ſuch conformable Clergy-Men, as firſt will do all Pag. 2s, 26. 

* they can to ſilence and eject us, and forbid us to preach the Goſpel of 
© Salvation 3 and then will do all thcy can, to hinder our Reſtauration, and 
*ro keep us tilent : And lattly, when his Majctly's Prudence and Clemency 
giveth us Liberty to preach, when they can no longer hinder us by 
* Force, would ſtroke us into Stlen:c, and Negle& of our Ofhce, by a 
'\ tew ſuch filly and confident Reaſonings, as this Author uſeth, — I will 
* not offend the Readers cars, by giving them the Name that think they 


*de{erve, but with them to read, 1 Theſſ. 2. 15, 16. and to tell them, 


( by what Namics or Titles focver they be dittinguithed, ) that I, that am 
a dying Man, would be loth to (tand in their Caſe before God 3 and 
* that, it they and i} were wcll agrecd, that there is indeed a God, a 
f Chriſt, a Heaven, and a Hell, I think, we ſhould be exfilier agreed +in all 
* the reli of our Differences. Some Teachers necd thele plain Adino» 
* NIIONS. | 

You of the Conformable Clergy now look to. your (clves3 here is a 
$1quis you are nearly concerned in, It there be any fu h anong you, as <p 
do all you can, in your reſpective Flaccs, (1.) To file-ce and eyed the 
N.C, who will not {ubmit to the common Orders of Publick, Diſcipline, but 
reve them 5 and forbid tham upon this account to preach the Goſpel of 
dalvation, w..0 have ſemetimes preached Sedition, Rebellim, or Schiſm, 
niicad of 1* 3 and, *tis to be fearcd, upon an 0; portunity may do fo a» 
pain. And then, (2,) upon the ſame Score, do hinder thu Rejtauration, 
without they c>avige, or renounce their furmer Princt; les, which they rctuſe 
todo. and k:cp thein filent ttill, continuing 1n the fame Grounds, for 
Which they were at mid legally tilen-ed, Aud then, (3.) perſuade them, 
by Precbyterizu Motives and Keaſonings, huarctutore avouched upenly by 
Icamflves, which was the rebah-4 Author's *cypc and Iiitec } not to 
tne the Liberty of running into Separ.tons, Wholccver you are, I fay, 
and by whit Nam: or Titles fever diliingpulthcd, whether Arco-Biſhops, 
or B ſp 95, Prieſts cr Deacons.) you deſerve a Name too ugly and abomt- 
rable to be mentioned 5 and were it not for fouling + t Paper, or offene 

178 © ding 


is. ea wr argrryT Ts owns "7 gu 


(50 | 


ding the Readers ears, you (hould hcar it too. However, I will give jt 
you, tho not in words at Jenyth, yet in Figures, which ſure you have 


Learning enough to uncipher, it you have but Grace to uſe it, Pray, pe- . 
The fame Text ruſe that Text, 1 Theſe 2.15, 16. Who both hill-d the Lord Feſws, and . 


we may tind in ther onn Prophets, and have perſecuted us, | even 16s the Apiſtles |, and they 
the Vapers «- pleaſe not God, and are c 'ttrary to al' Men 1 forbidding us, [* even IS Apoſtles] 
Iivered from s ; | Wo tg ; 4 
Wm NGC Com. i ſpeak, to the Gentiles, (to whom Chritt himſct hath ſent us for their 
P21; Convertion ) that they might be ſaved: To fill up tveir Sins always, for 
i561. p.123- the Wrath off God is come upon them t. the utte molt, Which Text is (6 
11+ Bal exccuding pat and proper to the: preſent Caſe between you and us, that, 
+ like nature Ielt you ſhould not have your Biblcs by you, I have taken care to prefix 
with this Tica- a good part of the Words ( to leave you the more witbout excuſe ) in 
Tire my very Title-pag', \nd in ſhort, that you may from hcnce be able to 
(pcll your own Name, it amounts to this: Ye are very Fews, perſecys 
©" ting Fews, ſuch as crucified Chriſt Feſus, flew their own Prophets, and now 
forbid and reſtrain us the Apoſtles of Chriſt, {cnt forth to ſave ſuch Heathens 
as y ur Followers are: Nay, I fcar, you arc not ſo good 4s thoſe Fes, 
{or there was ſome Religion yct in thein, but you are a Pack of Atheiſts 
or Infide's. -— That is the Engliſh of what follows: | © It they andI1 
© were well agreed, that there is a God, a Chriſt, an Heaven, and an Hell,- 
And to a like purpoſe cltewhere: * Alas! what thoughts have theſe Men 
© of Souls, of Sin of Holineſs, of RK epentance, and of ther own Sfficiency 

* and Labours ! | Go ye now, and chew upon this in private. 
Sonctinics he rarallcls the Ne. C. Miniſters Caſe, with the Loyal Clergy; 
ejected without and againſt Law in the Times of Rebellion z but hcre, and 
in othcr Places, he rilcs higher, and repreſents them to us, as the very 
Apoiiles, ſet immediatly by Chriſt, perſecuted and ſilenced by ws, as ſo many 
curſed Fews or Heathens ; For which, he likewiſe tells us, the Day of our 


Pap, 57: 


Deſolation is approaching, and Wrath from God coming upon us to the mtter- | 
mot. | 

Such is the Truth and Modeſty of the Man, that will yet preſume no | 
higher, than to lay hiniſclt at the Conformifts Feet, and ( under the ſweet | 
and affectionate Appclition of Fathers and Brethren ) humbly beſcech | 
and pctition thum. £ 1 


Bur, to do him right, I muſt alſo tell you, that he is not always thus | 


- Pag. 118. 


tranſported, 2nd in his Altitudes, In his Jucid Pntervals he is far more 


diſcreet and moderate, ard in an obliging manner a&s the Advocate for vs, | 
ayain{t the mioxe Fanatick Obj.ciors, Thus in his Cure of Church-Dvs | 


wifons x 


Cure of E.« Qbjcct. It is one thing to perſecute for particular Opinions and Inte: 


Church Divil. © xclis, as almoſt all Partics have ſometimes done and another thing, to perſeewtt 
Po 259, 260 © tx Goalineſs it ſelf. | , 


« Ai, 
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* Anſ. Iconfe(s, it is, and the difference between theſe two is very 
great, But, 1 pray you, conlider 3 Firſt, they are very few, perhaps 
«© none at all, that you ſeparate from, that ever perſ cuted youe any way at 
« all, nor can you prove, that ever they fo much as allow d of if, Se- 
© condly, That they, whom you and I do ſuffer by, dv not bclieve that 
«© they perſecute us for Goadlineſs, but think, that here the Cale 15 more 
© defenſible than yours was 3 for you had no juſt Authority over us, When 
© the #nabapti/ts did pull down the Minilters, they pulled down the Magr- 
« rates t00.3 ] And when the Prerbyterians, and other Nonconformijts, 
auted the Bilhops, they rebell'd againſt the King two, | © And therctore it 
© was a Perſecution of Equals without Authority : Bur thoſe that we Mi- 
© niticrs ſuſler by now, arc our lawful Rulers, ( pray, remember that, no 
© Uſurpers,) who hive made Laws to ſubſcribe, and Jay, and ſrre.zr, and 
© do thc things which we do not. And therctore they think, that we ſut- 
© fex but tor a different Opinion, joined with Diſobedience. *Tis nut al 
© Men whom they torbid to preach, but only thoſe who diſſent, and do not 
« ob:y them: *Tis not all Men that are godly, whom they impriſOn, but 
© thoſe that meet to worthip God, in a Fay and Manner differing from: 
«© theirs, and forbidden by them. So that how can you iy, that this is 
© not tor differing Opinions ? | | 

© Obje&t. But we forbid them not to bold their own Church-Communion : 
© Tho we ſcparate from them, we never denied them the Liberty of their 
* Conſcrences. 

* Anſc Sornce of your Judgment denied many of them much of that 
* Liberty, which confiticth in worlhipping of God in their 0wn way, 
© when you wcre in Power, But, ſuppoſe they had not, it is but another 
© Way of Uncharitableneſs z the Vice expreſſed ſeemeth to be the fame, if 
* you condemn them as wn/it for Chrittizn Communion, and theretore you 
* exclude them trom yours3 and yu take their Communion among 
fthemiſelvcs, to be but a Profunation of holy things, which maketh them 
* the more impiozs, and you the more odions; And you tolerate 1t in them, 
* as you tolerate Mens Folly and Madneſs, or Leproſy, or Plagaz, bccaulſe 
*you cannot cure it, And, I pray you, judg, it there be any more 
*Chriltian Love in this kind of Dealing, than there is in that which you 
"call Perſ: cation, | We are beholden to him tor this kin4 Avology. 

But can any, amongſt the moſt bittcr S:paratitts, call us worle than 
ne hath done, by Interpretation at Icatt, in the Scion ve have peruſed 
beforc ? Who would ever think, that he had clſewherc fail of the 


Learned, zealous, high Conformiits, and that in this very Treatiſe, that, Paz. 119. 


L* They are not, by any fuber Man, to be acculcd of doing, cither 
' they kaew not what, or wiiat they did not ſuppoſe was good, ar:d woutd 
' countervatl all that it ſhould colt to procure it ] ® If ſich arc not to 
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| 52 | 
be accuſed by ary ſober Man, we may appeal to him as Witneſs, that he 
mult needs be mad with Paſſion and Prejudice, that rails upon them in the 
mancr even now exprels'd. O! that he were once ſo bappy. as tO recon- 
tile the Differen cs, and care the Diviſions, between Himſelf and ſober 
Mr. Baxter. 


P.o. 28, © 1, Tbclicve the Presbyterians will joia with th: Independents, nt of 


f Presbyreri.cm 


; 1. aSY ja all that they think gnud and lawfyl. 
Rel Itobron-s. } a Set, as you cali then), but 1: | | .] 


| Tis not long, ſince the Fre ytertans call'd tnem a Seci (00, and their 
I Terrer of Lo, Way Schiſm, a Schiſm, the Toleration whereof they jude d repagnant utierly 
| Nijot, to the 29 their £ol mm Leagere tid Covenant, And they agree now, 'tis like, Juſt 
Amy, 15 ty dil be tore, that 15, apainit the preſent Ejtabliſhnent. x 
Jen FER © Thu they will excrcife their Muiliry, as they arc by Covenant en- 
C gazed, tor Ch- {t and Mens Sos, TB : 
# x%, As thcy arc by Covenant croaped, | That Ju;t now mentioned, {| 
Seethon tom Tojtimo'th.e! of the taky:'9 wWoreof m5 required fr m every one that addreſſed 
of Cureb-6 b- [yp 'f to the Prerbytery for Ordination. And of whi.h Mr. Caſe {aid, 
Ve: nment.? 20 <4, Wartcrs of this Covenant have bcen a notable Purpgation to the 
Quare! of the © 11s Fo —+= It kath been a Shibboleth to dilcover them, and a Swerd in 
Co Cc ant. BE atk hind of the Angel uf th- Covenant, {[() chaſe OT ſliy them. The 
Ser, 2 FG * 1Liphily Armics of Afaiigtants have not been able to ttand before it: 
654 66. © Thc Wal's of Fericho have fallen flat bctor: it, The D.:gon of the '\iſhops 
« Service Bok brake its Neck bctore this Ark of the Covenant, Prelacy and 
* Prerog ative have bowed down, and givin wp the Ghot at its Feet, -— 
Ibid. p. 62. And ayaln; + ati humbly confident, that the ſame Shores (hall not 


« bourd this Covenant, which bound the two covenauting Nations 3 but, 


«25 it is faid of the Goſpel, to will it be verihed of this Goſpel-Covenant : 


WKThe ſound thereof wil go into all the Earth, and the IPords of it to the. 


« ends of the IVorld, Rom. 10, 18. 

* 3. They will worthip God with the Sect of the Diozeſan Prelatiſts in 
© the Parith-Chur.hes allo, as far as will ſtand with the duc cxcr.iſe of 
* their propor Miniliry. | That is, till, according to. their Covenant, 
they can wot them ouc > which that they may cfice& the more ſucceſſ- 
tully, the Independenrsy now are not a Sect, but Brotherhood, —— No 'tis 


Pap. 29, 


the Sc of the Dioc ſan Prelatiſts, — Divine Mr. Herbert, in his Poem of | 


ih: Britiſh Church, ( who very well undaltoovd what was meant by it) 
g1VCS her this deſerred Commendation abuve all others, that ſhe lits in the 
Place of Vertue, betweeen Extremes on either hand: *The Mean thy Praiſe 


tot, Yo. # 


* and Glory is, Eur hcrc is one that rudcly and inſolently thruſts her out, | 


to flep himſelf into h.r Room 3 'and juſt/es ber, tirlt to one Extreme, and 
then to anozher, betore to Church-Tyranny, and row to Schiſm. 


» 
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 *Othe Confidence of this Adviſer in his own Underſtanding, that dire Pag- 29 
4 ſay, he 1s ſure the Presbyterians have no reaſon to engage in a way of Hor: B's fo- 
* Publick Worſhip, contra-diltint to the Paro.hial Congregations! ] 2 hg” rg 
Leaving the Adviſer to his own Vindication, I will only take Occalion Adverſarics,? | 
here to note out ſome of the paſſionate Exclamations, and ſeornful Vilifica- 
tions of the Anſwerer, that we may ſee at one view, how able he is at this 
fort of Rhetorick, {© O the Confidence of this Alviſer in his own Under- 
tinding ! | This is one of the modeſter Sort, | * Such filly and confident Pag. ze, 
*Rejmings, as this Author ulcth. } That we had bctore. [© Alas! | 
* poor England !/ whoſe Teachers talk contdently at this rate. } Alas! 
© fox the People, that cannot try Sence from Nonſence ! with what Stuff Pag. 61, 
© will ſuch Men carry them away? | | © Sume Men can triumph in ſuch Pag. 60. 

* Reaſoning tor thenifc Ives, as would make another fi.k to read them. } 

By He will bring us into Uropra, Morus invented it, | Ard again : EB: It Paz. 48,50. 
* we mult {vu low you into Utopia or Moria. | Here iS a childiſh Clency, 
and ſomewhat elſe 3 os ff &v &Ty Mage, Mat, 5. 22. — [ © Such Confi- 
© d.neupon ſuch inſignifi-2nt Realonings, is a great diſhonoxr t9 the I/it 
Ee and Humility of the Autyor, ] A His next ScCtion 1s as meer deluſin as p 
© any of the reli. ] | * What doth this Man, but talk confirſedly 2] [Look 
'up. Man, without Bluſhing, | | * Sir, villify not the Wits of thoſe Clergy- 

* Men, that chicfly contributed to our — | || © Homour their Underſtandings paz 62. 
* more, | | © His pitifiel Objection is but a contemptivle ſporting of himſelf * 

* at the Game he 1s belt skill'd at, objecting nething, that he may ſeem to Pag. 48; 
* anſwcr it with ſomething, Þ [© O for Modeiy!] [ © With fil Sail of ""OPP 
* Self-conceitedneſs, he next comes upon us. ] | * His next hath nv pag. 43. 
* bounds, and gricveth me to read it, O Poſtcrity, how will you know _c 
* what to believe! ] { * He addeth 04 Speeches againſt Tolcration, ? © 
* whercin we lament his want of common Serce or Modeſty, | &c, —— 
What a Forntain of Virulency is there within, which ſends torth fo many 
Streams of contemptuous and provoking Language, againlt a learned, 
charitable, moderate, mcck, and ingenuous Writer ? | 


- | WITT De l 
- 


"a0. 44. 


Pag. 57, 


ag. 6r, 


Pay. 65. 


'Is the exerciſing of a Worſhip and Diſcipline, more agreeable to [0/N.C. tex. 
*God's Word than yours, ( we are rcady to give you the Proof, when we 4 £*/o3s, ] 
* have leave, ) noreaſon. — © Had we hid lezve to have confuted the filly Þ.,, 5 
' Reaſonings of Mr. Pulwood, and ſome other ſuch Pamphletcers, produced © 
" againſt the N.C., we had long ago ſhcw'd you Cauſe to repreſs ſuch 
 Selt-eſteeni., — ] | ©He knowcth. that we wult not pive him our Keas po. 
ſons againlt Conformity. He cannot but krow, that many that con- Pa 3. 
"form not in all the Matters of Subſcriptions, Declarations, Oaths, 

' Diſcipline, &c. ( not meddling with other Mens Conſciences) do think 
IK 


% 
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©it would bc in them a Compoſiti n of ſuch heinous Crimes as they forbear tg 
© name them for fear of [eeming to be accuſers of others, and to be unpeaceable, 
© And it he think that ſ#ch Toyes as Mr Fulwood, Mr Stilſemans, and Mr 
* Hinklcys &c. ſhould ſatisfy them, he thinks Contemptibly of their under. 
* ſtandings And he that upon (#5 porr Temptations as theſe, will yield to 
* what their Conſciences fear, can \(carle tell what he may yield to before he 
*dycth. Let him procure us Leave but to publith our Keaſons againſt 
© Conformity; and then let him tell us that we were better Contorm when 
© he hath Anſwer'd them. Ir 4s caſy to talk, when none muli Confute 
© him, and to hrave it out again(t one whoſe Tongze is tyed. | Again —- 
[ © The Loverf Peace, and the fear of f righting any further from Pariſh. 
* Communion than I deſire, do oblige me to forbcar ſo much as to deſcribe of 
* name the additional Conformity , and that Sin whica N. C. tear and 
* flic from, which maketh it h.zrder for us that detire it, to draw many 
* good People to Communion with Contormilis than 1t was of O1q, 
- But, when both Law and Love of Peace and Concord torbid us fo much 
* as to name the cauſes, it is dilingenuous tor the Cx/pable to take that ad- 
* vantage againlt us, and to force us to do that which they themſclves can- 
not bcar. | 

Good man! How ſcrupulous and carefull he is to d» nothing without 
Leave ! Not to Print 2 Book without a Licence, or Imprimatur, from Authority } 
How he fears and tremblcs to be an accuſer of the Conformiſts, or frighten 
others from their Communion, or ſeem unpeaceable ! How powertul is the 
ſence of the Law, and the love of Concord in him, fo that he dare not ſo much 


. as name the Compotlition of thoſe hainous Crimes which the N.. ©. Con- 


{cicnce dreads in the point of Contormity ! — And yet, notwithitanding 
this profeſſion of Tendeyneſs and Conſcience, and civility in the caſe, we have 
them over and over named and pointed to, —- | * Itis noleſs, ( as we heard 
© before ) than ( 1 ) Horrid Sacriledge, ( 2 ) Perſidious Covenant-breaking, ( 3 ) 
© Diſobedience to God(4 )Cruelty to FSouls,and (5) Untoankfulneſs for great Mer- 
© cies, if any of us ſha]l deſert our undertaken offices. | And again,elſs where * 
-— | © What it a tolerated Presbyterian (hould read the Common Prayer 
* in his Church 5 and uſe all your Cercmonics, though he tear Perjury and 
* Lying, and Viol ating his Baptiſmal Vow ? | Have we not here cnozergh of that 
Compoſition of Crimes which you N., C. tcar? —— But, it there be not you 
\uppoſe -us in another, place to know well ena4gh without your telling. 
| © We contc(s that we do not actually obey the Civil unquettionable 
- Power in evcrv particular aboutGod's Worthip, which hath been com- 
© mandcd us. I need not tell you why, ] — O but the Aulitional Confar- 
mity ! that you dread to much as to point at. What then is the meaning 
of | * Dofirinal Corruptions | p. 15. and | © The New Dofirine about Tnfants 
bronght into the New Ribrich, | p 45-1 appcal to the Maſters of Ingenuity, 

whether 
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whether this be not the worſt and moſt emphaticz] way of hinting and ex- 
poſing to the People, when you pretend a thing ſo Enormozs, that you fear the 
very naming of it. — But then, what mult we ſay of this, after you hve 
named it over and over? — after your Reaſons publiquely given in your Due 
Account, as you call it, to the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, 1661. -— Alter 
the Survey of the Grand Caſe of the preſent Miniſtry, 166 3 -—— Aftcr many 
Other unlicenſed Pamphlets and Sermons? — This, Sir, is Unpardonable. 
Yet we cannot blame your Policy, who would be thought {itll co have 
(mewhat more to ſay for your ſelves than hath hitherto been offered. This 
\ weare ſufficiently aſſured of, that No man, heartily reconciled to the Antient <9 
Eſtabliſhments of the Church of England ſince the Reformation, woxld boggle, as 
you do, at the preſent Conformity there being Nothing new required, but what 
was wholly occaſion'd by the inſincerity of ſome in their former Conformities, and  exnialivns 
the villany of others in Covenanting againſt, and caſting down the former Eftabliſh- ribus bonz 
ments, And lct me freely tell yox Sir, ( what you have faid your ſelf ſome- )eges. ] | 
time to other Separatiſts ) | * Read but the writings againſt the Separatiſts of P:ct: to Cure 
© thoſe times, and you may learn, that ozw Light is not greater but leſs than dna 
* theirs, and that we ſee not farther into that cauſe than they did, and the Change 
* of times doth not change the Truth, nor will warrant us to chauge our 
Religion, |] 
— He that ſaith our Preaching is Evil, may tempt men to think that Pas. 32, 
*the Goſpel, which we Preach, is Evil 3 or that Inhidelity, Atheiſm, Sen- 
* ſuality and Wickedneſs which we preach againſt, is good or harmleſs. — 
*If you turn to them that Calumniate us of Preaching Error or Sedition, the 
Law is open. Our Writings and Dofrine are cafily tryed. If we ſay Evil, 
* bear Witneſs of the Evil. | 
Blame us not then for uſing, upon occaſion, this Liberty and Freedom, x, 
which you znvite us to, and ſtand in ſome need of, whillt you remain fo 
ſecurely Confident of your own Innocencies, — Too much Evil hath been 
ſaid and Printed — And ſome Witneſs hath been born of it too, in the Rebels 
Plea, the Evangelium Armatum, the Biſhop of Whrceſters Letter &c. — And 
ſomewhat is added farther for the ſatisfaction of your deſires here, in theſe 
Refleions, which I have not yct done with. 7 
| © The Presbyterians diltinguith between a Pariſh-Church that impoſeth 
* *nothing on the Miniſters or people that God forbids, and one that doth, — 
* *And betweena Pariſh-Church that is reformable in that which notoriouſ- 
' ly needeth Reformation, and one that Solemnly covenanteth againſt Refurmas- 
4 tion, | The intimation here is, that our Pariſh-Churches impoſe on the Mi- .y 
niſters or People, what God forbids, and do ſolemnly Covenant againſt Reforma- 
tton even in that which notoriouſly needeth it, — And this he often glancetb 
at, —| © For my (elf, I have long been of Opinion, which one day you will 
* pardon, that Perjury, Perfidiouſneſr, and Perſecation, Frond contending who 
| ' foal 
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*/»2111 be greateſt, and Coveranting never in certain points to obey Chrift againſt 
© the World and the Fleſh. is not the way of God, | And again, (peaking to ſome 
of the Conformiſts, whom he calls Godly and ſober, | © Plain dealing 15nor 
* the Sign of Enmity but Love, I muit tell you, that we cannot but think that 
* yore need Repentance, Oreat Repertance>for Sinn g more, and that by Publique, 
© Deliberate, choſen, Covenanted, miniſterial Sin, Proteſting agatnit R epentance, ] 
Thi+ is pl.uin enoug,), and the Charge high and hom-, Covenanting, Solemnly 
Covenanting agatn/t Reformatzon 3 and that not tor a. time only, but for ever; 
nor in ſome one thing but ſevyral. | © Never in certain points t0 obey Chriſt a- 
gainit the World and Flt, and this Miniſterially, Publiquely, Del berately, 
wn Choice, and this bulides other horrid Sins of Perjury, Perfideouſneſs, Per. 
ſecrttion, ard Proud contending who ſhall be great:jt, addiny, that unto all, 
which makes them molt unpardonable,| * Proteſting againſt Repentance. |] There 
had nced be good proof giv'n of this Accuſatton, wnereot yet none 15 offered, 
or we mult record the Accuſer tor a ſhameleſs SLnderer, and admonith him, 
in his own words, to | * Kepent of ſuch Calzmnies, and not tiudy to aggra- 
vate his fault by Excuſes. —- And, attcr all this, we muli 1til] belicve, that 
he loves #s and ſpares ws, and is extrenily laih to ſay what evil be bnows 
by us, unwilling to friphten-others from our Pariſh-communions, and loth to 
provoke us more then needs, or to meddle with our Conſcrences, Is not here a 
Compoſitian of hainous crimes, ſufficient enough to ſcare men from our Commys« 
10101 O Is noc HH rc cnouph C's brand HS for A fort of the moit flagitiouſly mY rel 
wretches under Flexven? For who can lay on greate» lords of appr v:1t 1? 
And that Preaching , which can reconcile ſuch Immora/itiegs as thete. wich 
the attributes ot Godly and - ober, arſhonours Chrijttanity, a1:d d-b iu bes the 
ID orld. 


[ © He, that is fallen under ſuch Drunken Readers as I was bred un- 


* der in wy youth, that were L'1unk many timcs offer then t/:y Freached 
*(T am rcady to prove it, for th y never Preached, but wcre 1/1unk oft ) 


© This xoor man and his Family mult venture their Souls on this ſ1tih 
* Drunkards condu, becauſc itisa True Church, W hat a trick hath the 


*Deril tound, to bind n.cn to conliancie in his ferv.ce, (o it be done ina 


-* True Church ? | 


Eating the ſpitefilneſs of the ReflcAion. and ſubtilty of the D monſtration, 
{ © Many times oftner Drunk th:n they Preached, tor they never I'sc ached, } 
The Church of England, Sir hath berter provided for all ber C hildren ii the 
neeo(ſaries to Salvation,than ro leave them barely to the p-ivate Diſcretion or con» 
duct of the Beit, much lets of ſott;ſþ Drankards. And, it avy ſuch thee be, 
it were a greatcr charity to the Publick to complain of them to thoſe, unto whom 


it belongs to admonilh. ſuſpend and remove them, than propagate ile jtories as the + 


manner is. tiom hand to hand. to the prejudice even of the innocent. 


Eut . s there are mo e rays of Preaching in a true ſenſe than that which 


yul- 


| 
| 
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 yulgarly cricd up for ſuch 3 ſo there are more ways alſo of being drunk, 


than thoſe two common ones, by Wine and ſtrong Drink, Iſa. 29. 9. 


We could eaſily tell you of Men drunk with Paſſion, and Self-conceit, 
and Error, and a Spirit of Giddineſs, Mr. B. can tell you at another 


time, That certainly Pride is a greater Sin than Whoredom or Drunkenneſs, &c, Gild. Salvian, * | 
And Dr. Pierce hath formcrly recommended this uſeful Remark to your P: 179+ * 


F= 


Conſideration: | © Many are no Drunkards, who are yet more ſcanda- Anſ. toMr, B, | 
+ Jos than if they were, The Devil himſelf is no Drunkard, but he <hap-6. $-t3. 
« is proud, and envious, and hypocritical, rebellious, ſacrilegious, and many *' I $2, 


« other ways worſe than a common Drunkard: His frequenting the 
« Church, and transforMing himſelf into an Angel of Light, appearing 
& like a Saint, and puttirig on Godlineſs for a Diſguiſe, doth make him 
« tmuch more ſcandalous, ( 1n the true importance of the word ) than he 
« could poſſibly be, if he could be drunk. And altho a Drunkard is fo 
« deteltable a thing, as not to deſerve.a Toleration in the meaneſt of the 
« People, much leſs Impunity or Connivance in any Prieſt 3 yet I would 
« not have him puniſhed more for his J«d4gment than his Life, ( as I can 
« prove many have been:) becauſe a Drunkard may be Orthodox, and a 
* dry Man may be an Heretick, a Drunkard may be loyal to God's Anoin- 
© ted, whilſt one, who never was drunk, may be a Rebel, Nor can I 
«* think it marr", Ad Rempublicam perdendam, aut Eccleſiam, ſobrium 


« accederes 


—— | © Tho we differ not at all from the DoQrine of the Church of Pag. 4x; 


* England, till the new Dofrine about Infants was brought into the new 4 __ C. 
Hrerenc 077 

; : . © the DedFreanes 

* Gather from it what you can. God knoweth, we think, the Matters in 14+ Church w-/ 


England, } 


* Rubrick , yct it is not in minutioribus, that we differ from the Conformiſts : 


* difference, very fay from things indifferent, '] 
—— | © We differ not at all from the Doctrine of the Church of 


* England | What, not at all from Artic. XX, where it is declared, ge theXxx1x 
That the Church hath Power to decree Rites and Ceremonies. Not at all Articles. 


from Artic, XXXIII, where it is declarcd, That that Perſon, who, by open 
Denunciation of. the Church, is rightly cut off from the Unity of the Church, 
and excommunicated, ought to be taken of the whole multitude of the Faithful, 
4 an Heathen and Publican, wntil he be openly reconciled by Penance, and re- 
ceived into the Church by a Fudg that hath Authority thereto * Not atall from 
Artic. XXXIV, where it is declarcd, That whoſoever, through his private 
Judgment, wittingly and purpoſely, doth openly break, the Traditions and Cere- 
monies of the Church, which be not repugnant to the Word of God, and be or- 
dzined and approved by common Authority, ought to berebuked openly, that others 
may fear to do the like, as he that offendeth againft the common Order of the 
Church, and hiurteth the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and woundeth the Con- 
ſerences 


. I'- 
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[. 58 ] 


ſciences of weak, Brethren } ] Not at all from Artic. XXXVI, where it is 
declared, That the Book of Conſecration of Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, and or- 
daining of Prieſts and Deacons, — doth contain all things neceſſary to ſuch g 
Conſecration and Ordaining 3 neither hath it any thing, which i of it ſelf ſuper- | 
flitious or ungodly ? ] And are not theſe, part ot the profeſſed Dotirine of 
the Church of England © But why chatcchize I you thus tar, when you 
have beforc protels'd your Ignorance, what is meant by the Church of 
England ? How then can you tell, what the Dodrine of that Church I5, 
and whether or no, or in what you agree and differ with it ? 

—— | * Till the new Dofrine about Infants was brought into the new 

ap © Rubrick, |] If you differ not at all from the ol4 Dodrine of the old 
Rubrick,, as you would ſeem to tell us, there necds no quettion about the 

new; for let us view them well together. 


The Old Rubrich thus : 


. That no Man ſhall think,, that any Detriment ſhall come to Chilren, dee 
ferring of their Confirmation : he ſhall know for a Truth, that it is cer- 
zain by God's Word, that Children, being baptiz:d, have all things neceſſary 
for their Salvation, and be undoubtcdly ſaved. 


The New more ſtortly, thus: 


It is certain by God's Word, that Children which are baptized, dying before 
they commit aliual Sin, are undoubtedly ſaved, 


Where indeed the Preface of the former is omitted, but nothing is 
raught fora Truth, certain by God's Word, but what was fo acknowledged 
before: For the Onutlion of that one Clauſe, | have all things neceſſary to 
#beir Salvation, ] is ſuthgicntly included in, | are undoubtedly ſaved } : and | 
the inſerting that othcr, [ dying before they commit aftual Sin,] tends mathe | 
to reſtrain, than to enlarge the Propofition, as the impartial Obſerver will | 
eaſily judg, 11 

And yet, forſyuoth, this new Dofirine, as he Nanders it, ſiicks-much 
with them, who avouch then.ſ{clves not to differ at all from the Dodtrine 

of the Church of England, till that new Raubrick which contains it, was 
introduced. And here is the Sum of his Do@rinal Corruptions, in the 
Plural Number, which we had mention of before. And he hath yet ano- 
ther Fling at it before the end. | © I read ia the Rwabrick, of ſomething 
© about Intants. certain by the Word of God; but I never read, in what 
© Chapter or Verſc it was. ] Now mult he not evidently affirm as much | 
of the Old, it he agrce unto it, as he would be thought todo? Is it not | 


there 
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Ws 


there as expreſs, He ſhall krow for a Truth, that it is certain by the Word 
of God ? Is not that Fanatick, Exception, every whit as pertinent and a- 
orecable there ? [ © But I never heard in what Chapter or Verſe it was ] 
What necd of this, I pray, to cither * What Chapter or Verſe? As 
if Scripture Sence and Conſequences were not as truly the Word of God, 
as Scripture-Words, and exprels Aﬀcrtions ? That which is there dia- 
noetice, as well as that which is there axiomatice, as ſome love to ſpeak. 
Or a5 if Holy Scripture were not, before Chapter and Verſe were de- 
termined in it. — But this is- the doughty way of arguing, which the 
Prerbyterians have furniſhed the other SeCts withal againſt themſelves : 
Iſpat Chapter and Verſe ſaith ſo and ſo? And this great Rebuker of 
othcr Se&tarics, ſeems mightily taken himfelt with it. | © What Chapter Pag. 75- 
© nd Verſe faith, that only Swbſcribers, Swearers, Declarers, and Conformers, 

© are the Church of Chriſt 3 and thoſe that fear an Oath and Conformity, are 
*nonc of it? ] This, one would think, were matter enough for many 
Verſes. 

be Yet it is not in minutioribus, that we differ trom the Conformiſts, ] Pag. 45. 
So it appears. | * God knoweth, we think the Matters in difference very 
* far from things indifferent : Gather from it what you can. | We mult 
gather from it then, That they are not minute or (mall Matters, upon 
which you arc rejected 3 and that the Church and you are not like to 
agree, until cither ſhe renounce her DoErine, or you alter your Judg- 
ment about jt, — We can therefore the more eaſily believe you, when 
you lay : 

—— | *©We have almoſt twelve years ago cried out, even to Unmanner- $4 ih Ee 
lines, that, it poſſibly, we might have been heard, to the Reverend 74 Unmas- 
*Prelates. — O. drive not godly People from your Communion for no- nerleneſs re the 
"thing! ] Unmannerlineſs with a Witneſs ! But can any thing be of ©/*9#*-] 
leſs weight than nothing ? Elſewhere you have it : | © Do you excommu- Pag. 72. 
'nicate, and drive from your ſeveral Pariſhes, the Members of Chriſt, 

'for not cating with your Spoon ? ] And can there be any thing almoli 
more minute or indifferent than that? But elſewhere you are ſtill more 
trreverent, and in your own word, unmannerly, ( male marati ): | *Do Pag. 62. 
you ſilence us, and depoſe us from the Miniſtry, and forbid Baptiſm, 


*and the Lord's Supper, to all that have not as wide a Swallow as your 
'[elves? ] And yet all this while you meddle not with our Conſciences. 
It were obvious to retort, that their Swallow was wide enough, who 
could let down the Covenant, Biſhops and their Lands together : and may 


claim Kindred with thoſe on Record, for ſtraining at Gnats, and ſwal- 
lowing Camels, | 
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* Why may not we in the allowed Places exerciſe our Miniſtry, in bp. 


C tizing the Children of any of your Flocks that ſhall deſire it, Or Living 


© them the Sacrament & I yet undcrſtand not, unleſs for avoiding your Envy 
© and Diſplcaſurc. ] Again, | * What harm will ic do you, if a N,C 
© preach by you ? it many follow him, it tomc prefer him before you ? 
Yea, further. Brethren, what it the Noncontorma' is Minilters do give 
* the Sacrament to ſome, as you do to others? Whit it they call them« 
© ſelvesa Church, or exerciſe Diſcipline, C which without need T would not 
© have them do ) what harm will this be to you or others ? } 

Were they once permitted, we may perceive how they would be (il! 
bitching forward, and encroaching ſtep by ſtep. For I notc thile Paſſages 
only as a Specimen of thoſe Liberties, which they defign to take from 
their Toleration. And yet we mult believe him: { © We never deſired 
* to play the Biſhops in other Mens Dioceſſes. ] What! not in the Biſhop of 
IPorcefter's * not in thc Biſhop of London's ? &c — But to the Quelti- 
ons, bricfly: Why may we not do ſ5 and ſo ? Or, What harm will it d 
to you or others ? Wc may anſwer, as the Presbyterians themſelves ſome. 
times did their Independent Brethren: | © The whole Church of England 
© in ſhort time will be ſwallowed up with Diſtration and Confirſion; — 
* And the Miſchiefs in the Church, will have their proportionable- Influence 
© upon the Common-IV, ealith, — The Kingdom will be wofully weakned by 
© Scandals and Diviſions, — And it is nuch to be doubted, left the * 


. © Power of the Magiltracy be even utterly overthrown, conſidering the 
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[ * cher by them, that (hey may agree in one. — But then,theſe direct Ext 


* Principles and Practices of ſome, together with their Compliance with 
« other Scaries, ſufficiently known to be Anti-magiſtratical, |] 


© Baxter hath told you, that Biſhop Vſher profeſſed his Judgment to 
© him, that even Biſhops iu Council, tho they are the Governors of the | 
© Flocks, yet meet not for Government of one another by Vote, orof 
* other Bithops, but for Concord, And Grotius, de Tmper. ſum. Pot, hath | 
© (hewed you, that Canons are not Laws, but Agreements. | Add to this: | 
[ © Be ſure to keep out b)th the Tyranny of Major Yates, and of the p ow, | 
* magifterial Self-arrogations of any Individuals, that think others mujt jay 
© 20 them, —— Voting is not for Government, but for Concord, }] 

Whatever Arch-Bifhop Vſher profcſs'd to Mr. Baxter, or Mr, Baxte | 
hath here told us from himſelf, he hath ſpoken ſomewhat furthr 
and better in another place; | © The Uſe of Synods ox, Councils is, faith 
© he, direfily, (1.) For Information and Edification of the Paſtors ihenr 
© ſelves, by the Collations of their Reaſons and mutual Advice: (2.) Fat. 


© the Union and Communion of the ſaid Paſtors, and of the particular Chut- | 


Li 
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© of Synods prefuppoſed, indiredly they may truly be ſaid to be for Go- 

« --r1ment, — For Unity ſake it becomes our Duty to ſubmit to their .-, 

int Agreements 3 and fo the forming of ſuch Agreements or Canons is 

© conſequently a part of Government, —— $S 'ynods, as Synod, are direcily 

© for Unity and Concord, —— by conſcquence, attcr a ſort, regimental. l 

And for Grotius, whom he refers to, he hath ſufficiently told us, that it 

was none of his mcaning to deſtroy or take away the dirccive, declarative, THe jmper. 
fwaſory, and conſtitutive Regiment of the Church in Councils, which he plainly Sum Por, ch.q, 
aſſerts > but only that Imperium, which is proper and peculiar to the higher $:19. | 


Powers, and to be derived trom their Authority, To this purpole he in- 
(ianceth: (1.) In the Obſervation of the Lord's Day; and, (2.) Inthe 
Choice of Deacons, | © In both, faith he, weſce ſomething defined, and 
« conſtituted or appointed, by common Conſent, which nonc could oppoſe 
« without heavy Guilt : For ſomewhat certainly ought to be determines, 
« 1nd nothing could-be fo, one or other, it may be, diſagreeing, unlcis 
« cither the /cſſer Part ſhould yeild unto the greater, or the greater to the 
«ſeſs; which Iattcr, ſeeing it is manifeſtly unjuſt, it follows, that the 
« fxmer was neceſſary. This Right therefore of Conſtituting and Deter- 
& mining, is natural to the Chxrch, | Thus that learned Man. But we 


haveno ſuch word from him, as the Tyranny of Major Votes, which onee Dag. 11 F* 


believed, we ſhall preſently conclude the moſt. Auguſt of all Aſſemblies, 
Tyrannical. — Nor can there be any way poſſible to keep out the Magz- 
ſterial Self- Arrogations of Particulars, where many are concerned, if the 
Majority of Votes mitati not carry it. As for what he annexeth: | © When 
* it is once thought, that the Major Vote mult carry It, an Ithacian Synod 
© will tyrannize, and every weak ſelif-conceited Man, that hath nothing of 
* Cence to ſay againſt you, will charge the learned, judicious, grave Dj- 
(ines with Inſolency, if they will not be governcd by Ten, that areun- 
© lcarned, or injudicious Self-eftcemers. | He might have learned from 


Grotius, That no ones Right is to be denied for the poſſibility or danger of his Chap.8. 6. 2, 


abuſing it : For otherwiſe no Right at all will be certain unto any. And our 
only Solace in this Caſe is in the Divine Providence, 


——*© We that have conferred with all the People of our Pariſhes, when. Pag. 57, 58. 
* we were permitted, found the Multitudes were almoli as ignorant as [7%e NC. »y 
* Heathens: And yet our excellent Succefſors, that do vo ſuch thing, ( as ACNE they 
to any two of them that ever I knew or heard of ) but ſee their Fa "© 
*ces in the Church, ( Ingenzow { ) car prove all cur Teaching necdlels, 
* to thoſe poor ignorant Souls, Is this Humility, and Miniſterial Fide'ity ? ] 
Ye are they that applaud and juſtify your ſelves, and ſound the Trun;; ct 
" loudin your own conmeandation. We ſhould be glad enough ot your 


Help, could we be ſecured of your Integrity and Honeſty. But till then 
we 
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we muſt ſay, with him in Valerins Maximus, Non opus efſe eo Cive Reipub, 
qui parere neſciret, The Church of Chritt ncedeth not Paterns of Diſobe. 
dience, which, by how much their Place and Office, Parts and Abilities, 
Devation and Holineſs, are reputed greater than others, by fo much the 
more cffcctually intinvate and recommend Diſorder and Contulion to the 
Pcoplc. — Or, as Chil», one of the ſeven wiſe Men : Optimam eſſe Rempuh, 
que maxime® Leges, minime autem Rhetores audiat. -— As tor your admired 
Teachers, they arc known to love and frequent thoſe Places molt, which 
themſelves cannot but judg to have leaſt need of their Inſiruction. And 
| you may pleaſe to take notice, how jultly you yorr ſelf have charged them 
Paz. 93, 94: home with Hypocriſy in this matter. — | * Beltow the greater halt of your | 
2 ; open in private, in skilful cxhorting Pecopl: from Hwuſe to Houſe, If 

© you did not fo before you were ſilenced, repent betimes :; it you did, 


L156, C.3 5.4. 


\ 
$tob, Serm.4 3- 


C To have found the Benefit of it, ( morc ways, 'tis like, than onc.) This 
© 15 that which ferw Nonconformiſts do 3 and in this you may belt live as 
© their true Aſſitants, ( and ſometimes Underminers too), Brethren, let 
© me ask you, as betore God, why hath no more of this been done, while 
er ©you were lilenced? Is it not too much Hypocriſy. to cry out againſt them 
© that torbid us Preaching, which is one half of our Duty, and in the mean 
*time, wiltully to ncg1c& that Part which none forbid us ? This Way 

* © the Papiſts have done their Work, | Mark that Argumenc! | © Anditis 
© very conliderable, that moſt that come to your Chappel-Meetings, areſuch 
* as you take tor the leaſt needy, as being alrealy turned unto God ; but trom 

* houſe to houſe, you may ſpcak with the more Ignorant. — And Sin- 


* cerity enclineth Men to that Way of Duty, which hath leaſt Oftentation.] 
But that is not the commun Way of the Presbyterians, 


Pag. 61. © Look up, Man, without Bluſhing, and tell the World, whether ever 


| | How fur * the Pregbyterizns maintained it a Sin to tolerate Presbyterians, — It is | 
Lond. Miſt. © ftrange. that any Party, who think themſelves only or chiefly fit for | 
| f CN Pole 4, © Legal Poſſeſſion, thould yet think themſelves intolerabl-, | I no where 
i a 6. tind the Presbyterizns apt to think meanly of themſelves; nor doth the | 
k Author you thus challcnge, as far as I diſcern. intimate any ſuch thing: | 
Q& but wholly reflects upon their preſent Conjundiion and Union with ſuch, 
whom themſclves have ſometimcs reported zntolerable, Conſult a while 
Teſtim. to the the Teftimony to the Truth of © Feſus Chriſt, and Solemn League and Covenant, 
PENS Jeſus ſubſcribed by the London- Miniſters, and there you will tind, among the 


Foli/Lepuc, abominable Errors, aamnable Hereſies, and borrid Blaſphemies, not to be 
| 1047. © tolerated. 


© © More particularly, we abominate theſe infamous and perniciow Errors, | 
* of late publithed : 


« That 


yg a aa. 


—_— 


[ 63 ] 
© That no Man ſhall ever periſh in Hell for Adam's Sin. Pay. 8. 
«© That Chritt was given to undergo a ſhameful Death, voluntarily, on 
© the Croſs, to ſatisty tor the Sin of Adam, and for the Sins of All Pap. g. 
c Mankind. | | 
« That, as the Death of Chriſt was extended to All; fo likewiſe the Bene- |, ., 
© fits thercot were, both by the Father and the Son, intended for All, | 
« That, if God command the Goſpel to be preached unto all, and Chrilt Pas. 10. 
© dicd only. for ſome; then God commands a Lie tv be preachcd to the 
& 29/6 Part of Mcn- 
© That if God thould deprive Mcn of all Ability and Power to repent 
© 2nd believe, and then ſhould be ſtill moving and perſuading, tiill entrcat- 
*ing and beſceching them to (* repent and ) believe, with that Pathetical- <5 
© neſs of Aﬀetion, wherein he expreſſeth himſelf in Scripture, even to 
© them that periſh, as well as to thoſe that are ſaved 3 this would ſcem very 
© hard, yea, ſomewhat harder than Tnjuſtice it ſelf : But this is not ſo. 
[ How could our Anſwerer have eſcaped here with his, O for Modsſty ! 
Tye Mens feet, and reproach them for not going ? pag. 54. | 
© That neither Paz! nor Fames exclude or {cparate faithful Afions, or F0 
© As of Faith, from Faith, or the Condition of our Juſtification, 6c. Pag. rs. 
* That an enforced Vniformity of Religion, throughout a Nation or Civil -2y LH 
© State, confounds the Civil and Religious, denies the Principles of Chriſlz- Pag. 32, 
* anity and Civility, and that eſis Chriſt is come in the Fleſh. 
* That little can be done, unleſs Liberty of Conſcience be allowed, for +1 
© every Man. and Sort of Men, to worſhip God in that IWay, and perform Ibid- 
* Chriſt's Ordinances in that Manner, as hall appcar to them moſt agreeable 
* ro God s Ward, and no Man puniſhed or diſcountenanced by Authority for 
* the ſame 
* Theſe ( fay they ) are ſome of thoſe many horrid and prodigious Opini- Pag. 23. 
"ors, Which do in theſe unhappy Days ſwarm amongſt us which, not 
* without Grief and Horror of Spirit, we here recite, that by this ſmall 
' Taſte of their Wormwood and Gall, all the World may the better judg 
*of the deadly Bitterncſs of the relt, and the more freely julltity the Fer- 
*vour of our Indignation againſt them all. — Hoping, that as God hath 
"ſtirred up the Lords and Commons in Parliament, to publiſh their Ordi- 
* nance concerning the Growth and Spreading of Errors, Hereſies, and 
" Blaſphemies 3 (citing apart a Day of Publick Humiliation, to ſeck God's 
' Alliftarice for the ſuppretfing and preventing of the ſame: fo, in his 
"ich Mcrcy to England, he will at length tind out fome effeual Means, pag, 24. 
* by Authority of Parliament, for the utter Abo.ition and Extirpation of <1 
"them all out ot this ditircfſed Church, — Furthermore, we are akun- 
' dantly convinced, that the Presbyterian Government, ( truly ſo called | by Ivid, 
' Presbyteries and Synods, in a due Line ot Subordination of the Leſſer 42 
*to 
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© tothe Greater, with proſperous Succeſs exerciſed in the byt Reformed 
© Churches, is that Government, which is moſt agreea.le to the Mind of Jeſus 
© Chrilt revealed in the Scripture, concerning which the Reverend Aſſembly 
© of Divines have long, ſince drawn up and preſented to both Honourable 
© Houſes of Parliament their humble Advice 3 which we conclude fo agree: 
* able to the Holy Scriptures, that we can readily ſubmit thercunto our 
* ſelves, and ſhall think the Church of England not a little blcfſed of God, 
* when, by the countenance of Supreme Arthority, the Presbyterial Governs 
* ment and Diſcipline ſhall be ſincerely embraced, and duly exerciſed, in all 
© the Parts of this Kingdom. — And then, wewith our Lrethren, are 
* confident, this Government will make the Churches of Chrilt among 


"© us, terrible as an Army with Banners, and like a ſtrong and tenced City, 


© apainſt which the Adverfarics ſhall deſpair to prevail, but by making a 
* Breach in this Wall. — Wherefore we ſadly lamcnt England's general 


© Backwardneſs to embrace, yca, Forwardneſs to oppoſe this Government, | 


© and thercin hcr own Mercy, whillt ſo many. of all. forts ſet themſelves 
© apainſt the Lord, and bis Chrift, ——- —— —--— It is clcarly cvident 
© to us, that Schiſms, Diviſions, Hereſies, and all prophane Looſneſs, are 
* manif:ft Works of the Fleſh, fo finful and damnable in their Nature, that 
© they which do ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God ; And 
© that the Children of Light (hould be fo far from having any fellowſhip 


* them, to avoid ſuch us praftiſe them, to abſtain from all appearance of 
© Evil, and to hate the very Garment ſpotted with the Fleſh, — That the 
© Civil Magiſtrates have ſafhcicnt Warrant from the Holy Scriptures, not 
© only to puniſh Sedrtions, Treaſons, Murthers, Adulteries, and other Of- 


© fences againſt Righteouſneſs and Sobriety in the ſecond Table 3 but alſo to | 
© inflict P#niſpment upon Offenders, tor proteſſed Atheiſm, falſe Dodriner, | 


© Idolatries, Blaſphemies, -$ abb th-Profanations, and other Tranſgreflions 
© againſt true Picty and Religion in the firſt Table of the Decalogue. — 
©That a publick and general Toleration will prove an hideous and com: 
© plexive Evil, of molt dangeros and miſchievous Conſequence, if eva 
© ( which God ferbid,) it ſhall be conſentcd to by Authority. — All 
* the Reformed Churches ſhall be alhamed to own us 3 they ſhall all ay 


© out againſt us, Is this England, that covenantcd and ſwore to the molt | 
© High God, ſuch a Reformation, and Extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, | 
© Superſtition, Hereſy, Schiſm, Prophaneneſs, and whatſoever (hall be ! 
« found contrary to ſound Dodtrine, and the Power of Godlineſs? And | 
* after ſo long Travel, hath ſhe now brought forth an hideows Monſter of | *' 
© Toleration, — a deteſtable Toleration ? FO 


* Therctore, upon all theſe Conſiderations, we the Miniftcrs of Jelus 
* Chriſt do hereby teſtify to allour Flocky, to all the Kingdim, and to all 


'©« the 


| 


. * with the unfruittul Works of . Darkneſs, as that they ought to reprove | 
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© the Reformed Churches, as our great diſlike of Prelacy, Eraſftianiſm, Browniſme 
© and Independency: ſoour utter Abborrencie of Antiſcripturiſm, Popery, Aria- 
eniſm , Socinianiſm , Armintaniſm, Antinomianiſm , Anabaptiſm , Liberti- 
© niſm, and Familiſm, with all ſuch like, now too rife among us 3 And 
« that we Deteſt the fore-mentioned Toleration ſo much purſned and cndea- 
cvourd in This Kingdom, accounting it unlawful and pernicious, — This 
« was ſubſcribed Decemb, 14. 1647, by ne leſi than 52 Miniſters, and a+» 
. mong them ſome of Thoſe, whom Mr, B, undertakes to prove true Paſtors, 

Theſe now he may call, it he plcaſes, old ſpeeches, but ſ#ch they are, as 
convince the Presbyterians of a great change at this Day from their firſt and avow- 
ed Principles. What ſhall we think now of his, * I have met with Few C1. p.; 
© Prerbyterian Miniſters in England ? | whither are they fled ? or what are Pag.s5, 
* they transform'd into * — What of That ? I ſce not, what great burt it 
* would do, for Anabaptiſts , Separatiſts &c. That cannot join with the Pag. 2 
* Pariſh Churches, to have leave tv mect among themſclves, and worlhip 
God together in peace. ? ] — What of the blending Epiſcopal, Presbyterian, Vag 2g. 
Independent and Eraſtian together? 

But the Truth is, This Anſwerer is not a competent Advocate for the Presby- <9 
terians, being, maniteſtly a Deſertcr of them and their Principles. *© If Scots, 
* faith he, or any Presbyterians do otherwiſe, that is nothing tome , who am 
*no more bound to their opinion than yours, | He differs from many ( of _ 
them, as well aSus ) © In ſeveral Doftrines of moment , as himſelf} hath told Fp. Ded: to 
the World. —— He is for a Church in the Idea and Notion, like to Plato's v5 Relt. 
famed Common-wealth; and can hardly ſubſcribe to any form of Eccleſraſti- 
cal polity, which obtains actually in Chriſtendom. In a word. He is 4 j loony 
( as Dr. Abraham Clifford t ſometimes ſaid in Diſconrſe of him, being preſs'd. ,, >a ve w 
with his judgment ) Sue poteſtatis Litera, So that others deal by him, printed after 
Juſt as he by them, accounting themſelves no more bound to hi opinion than 2 Death. 
« to theirs, And yet notice ſo ready to ſpcak in the Name of N. C. as with Dr. M. 

. 1CN\ 

* When you ſay that a Touleration may reduce the common ſort fo an Preface. 
' indifferency in Religion. 1 Anſwer, pct your friends togetiicr then, that bare Sacril, D.ſ: 

* brought it to that paſs, that it mult be thus or wyrſe, and bring them to Vag. 74- 

"Weep over their Sins betore God, that it a niiſer2ble Nation may not be 
laved trem the Fire that you have kindled, your Sowls yer, if poſſible, ray 
' be fived. ] That clauſe, * it mult be ſo or worſe, } Sounds like a threat- 
ung, and takes ſo much from the Grace and Clemencie of the Rings Tolera- 
tron. aS it adds to the neeſity of it, with reflection upon which, it may be, 
be before phraſed it ſo warily, © When his Majety's Pradence and Clemencie 
Biveth vs liberty to Preach. | — Burl obſerve hare the Neceſſity of a Tolera- Par, x5, 


3. 
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tion. or ſom2:wh it worſe, 15 « hare d mwywolly wh n the Eit thliſhmen's, and thoſe 


Etabl.Poments are inaJe the Suns of tre Conſorny g party, who, hc (31th, 
| VC 


1676, Mr B, : 
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have kindled the Fire in this miſerable Nation, and the poſſibility of who 
ſalvation is to be queſtioned. — O the mtck and bumble Mr, Baxter | 


| [Whothe, © It is our Diviſions, that will Jet in Popery: No doubt of it, if it ever be 
| HY © done. Come and ſpeedily debate the caſe with us; who bave been th, 
tions. ] * great cauſes of Proteftants diviſion, Conformi(ts or Non-Conformiſts ? But Iam 
Pay. 82, alham'd to ſay that it needeth a debate, ] That is, "Tis 4s clear as the Syn 


I ſhines, that the Conformiſts, and not the N. C. haveleen the preat cauſes of Prote. 
(tznts Diviſions : Thoſe who obcdicntly kept Cloſe to the Laws of Order and 
Uniformity, and not they who firſt oppoſed thoſe Laws, and then divided from 


juſtice lay. Toe Cavaliers and Conformiſts muſt bear the blame of all. —And 
yet it is worth our while to note, how he elſe-where ſeems to contra1id himſelf 
or afford atleali ground enough to evince, that he needed not to have bluſh 
for ſaying, *that it needeth a debate. 
'Pag.113- + |< Nothing, ſaith he, hath more plagued the Church than the Pride and 
and 114- © arrogancy of ſome of the Paftors, that think they are wrong'd, it they may not 
*rule, Think not that this Spirit 1s only in Papiſts or Dioceſans. Pride 
* is the heart of the O14 man, and born in all; and doleful experience telleth, 
© how it ſurviveth in too many Anti-prelatical Miniſters, of bumbling Principle, 
$ and unhumbled Souls, Do we not know, that the Pride of ſome amor 


.» * us to the liate that we are now in? | Magna eſt veritas, ct przvalebit. = 
 Pag. 97. > They are Non-Conformiſts again, of whom he ſaith in another place. | * The 
* Miniſters that have bred and cheriſhed theſe Principles. ( viz: the unlaws 


and are our ſhame. | To Them again he ſpeaks yet farther after This taſhi 

Pap. 105. on. — | © Wo to thoſe few Teachers, that make up their deſigns by cheriſh 
| © ing theſe Diſtempers! One would think, that their warning had been fait, 
ep © But + fi na:i ſint ad bis perdendum Angliam — The Lord have mercy on 


4h} 


[© Tf they are born to deſtroy England twice. | And then the ſuppoſition 
plain, that thcy have dcliroy'd it once already, 


f The Con- 


or Mr B's © poſitions, as that none can now ſay, this Form is impoſed on mr, 11d therefm 
Charaetcr of © ,y}awful. But though I will not bind my ſelf | pray, have a care of that] 


"0x2, I heretell th? World that it my ſtrength, and Tolcration, and al 


us! ) *Tis eafte Latin, Yet F will Engliſh it here for th. Pople's ſak'| 
mableNC. [© I preſcribe to na man, and Tvleration (o far taketh off publique iny | 


o*p © (hould ever more glvec me opportur.Ityyfor the freex cxerciſe of mine Ob 
* ice, I would ſometimes pray freely without Forms, and ſometimes uk 


their Brethren, and among themſelves. He would ſay 4s much, *tis like, were | 
he to determin the Caſe of our Civil Wars, on whoſe fide the Rebellion and In. ' 


© our ſelves ( N .C. ſure enough ) that mult be all, and do all, till they have 
* undone all, is the very thing that hath ſilenced ſo many Miniſters, and brought * 


fulneſs of preſcribed Forms of Prayer, of Repetitions, of Reſponſes, ot (tanding 
vp at the Creed and all the Hymng of Praiſe &c.) © Have been our ſubvertri | 
| 
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© ſome part of the Common Litzrgie, and ſometimes uſe the Reformed Liturgie 
© which in 1660 was agreed on by the commiſſioned Non Conformiſts, [ who 
« vet had 10 Commiſſion to make a new Liturgie ] though bein done in ex- 
treme haſte, it ſhould be renewed and perfedied, [ a Liturgie and no Liturgie, <3 
Reform'd and needing Reformation ] © I would ordinarily pronounce 
«© the Creed, as the Faith which the Church aſſembleth in the Profeſſion of ; And 
© ordinarily recite the Lords Prayer and Decalogue, and read two Chapters 
© and the Pſalms : And they , that would not joya in This way of Worſhip, 
© ſhould frecly go chuſe them a Teacher more agreeable to their opinions : 
| fox I would not ſerve the hmours of anyin their dividing Errors. ] *Tis 
| enough tor him, tH:2t he hath his own. Let cvery one elſe do what is 
g00J in their own Eycs allo. - Here we have at Jarpe the Lively Por- 
traiture of the moſt conformable Non-Conformiſt drawn by himſelf, as to 
| his Worſhipping pojtures; The View of whom ( notwithſtanding the 
powerful bias ot his 1h antaſtic and affefed ſingularity ) may ſatishe owur people, 
| how will th-y are provided already in the ſubjtantials of their publique Devotion. 
| We have ſecn the Man. Now fee his addr:ſs by way of Humble Peti- 
. tion, aske calls it, to the Conformiſt. 


, [© Fathers and Brethren, though I preſume to Counſel the N, C. as [ His humble 
; *my Equals, 1 will will preſume no higher with you, than to lay my ſelf mn tothe 
e * gt your feet, and humbly a ſecond time to become your Petitioner, for the Sowls onformilts, ] 
it ? © of men, tor the Goſpel, the Church, and the Intereſt of Chriſt. |] A, And 
" ©: nan might hope, that one that ſh-uld become a Petitioner to yore, that Pag. 118, 
ee *your ſelves would not deſtroy that Church, might hnd acceptance and pre- 
y wail. | Truly, todeny ſo juſt and reaſonable a Petition, as this is, That 
. the Fathers of the Church would not themſelves deſtroy the Church; and that 
. toa man bumbly proſtrating himſelf at their Feet, and earneſtly berging of 
| itat their hands tor God s ſaks, for the Goſpel's ſake, in meer Compaſſion to the 
ht} Souls of men,and for the pure intereſt of Chriſt, without any ſelf ends at all 
Mm} init, mt needs reflet upon them as perſons , of whom the worſt that can be 
ol} imagined is too good to be ſpoken, And indeed tor ſuch as they are to give an 
| occaſion for ſuch an importunate ad4reſ?, preſupprſeth them none of the belt Chriſti- 
nsF ang or Miniſters, — 
[ © But Satan hath got ſo great advantage, that the Viſit man living is ;,; 1 

'uncapable of ſpeaking rightly to you without offence, ] This methinks,is * 
ny} but a coarſe Complement on the heels of the oth+r, and ſuits od!y with the demure 27 
fm} pretences of ſo profound a Reverence and Humility. For it ſounds Thar. [ The 
Devil is ſo great with you, that tre WFiſeſt min on Earth ( Mr Baxt.r him- 
cal} ſaf) can nt ſpeak, to you wit'9:t offence. | For of himſelf it is, that he 
Ob-} ſpeaks it a little afterwards. | * To theſe Reverend perſons I have ſormer- 
; ut} © ly Boken to their great offence. p. 118, | 

| I 2 | | * He, 
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. bdid, [* He, that can draw men into great diſgraceful Sins, hath thereby 
© raiſed a Bulwark to defend his work, To be ſilent and comply is to he 
Crucl to the Sinner and himſelf. And who can do it that belieyeth 
Dcath and Judgment ? To call men to Repentance 1s utterly to looſs 
them, by implying that thcy haveſinned. O little didI once think that 
' Repentance had becn ſo hard a work &c. } 


Due dicis aliis, dic Tibi, ipſe ut audiw. 


 ©ltis not in my thoughs to Confound all Conformiſts, } No, no, you 
have told us before, The Presbyterians do not love Confuſion. | pe 33. If 


# © I know there are many ſorts of you. | | 
wid. I. © There are ſome Learned zealous High Conformilts, who think they 


* have done good ſervice to God &c. ] Itthcy arc Learned and zealous 
together, having, a zeal according unto knowledge, certainly they are the 
mojt honeſt and conſiderable ſort you can name. — But theſe it ſeems, you 
altogether deſpair of, and think good to paſs them by, as having © formerly 
« ſpoken to their great offence, ] And well may t hey be offended at any who 
ſhould perſwade them to deſtroy the Church of England, that they might 
not deſtroy the Church of Chriſt. You your ſe!f would be offended too, 
- -:<6aap another time, at thoſe, who would Cure and Reform the Church by cutting 
ts Ret. : ; 
of her Throat. | 

IT. © I would there were no Miniſter fo pitifully dark, young and raw, \ 
*and ſo much'-out of love and relliſÞ with things ſpiritual, through the 
* prevalencie of a ſtronger appetite, as that thcir incapacity convinceth me, 

* that Iam not to cxpc& much regard from them, as knowing with 
what Ears they hear. | The firſt ſort were offended, This ſecond ſort is 
uncapable, by their injudiciouſneſs and carnality, of theſe ſpiritual things which | - 
are to be propounded, Ventcr non habet aures, 

III. © There are alſo ſome, call'd Latitudinarians, who love not Fop- | 
© peries or Violence, but arc men of reaſon and ſober converſation, | Well , the 
firſt Learned and Zealous, but not, it ſeems, wen of Reaſon and Sobriety, The 
Second neither Learned nor Spiritualized enough. What hinders but thit | 
Third ſort ſhould be tor the twrn ? cſpccially being of fo moderate a Temper, 
like your ſelf , neither tor Fopperies nor Violence, Why, there is yet Con- 
ſcience wanting in them. — * Though they arenot ſo tender and ſcrupulou! 
* as the N. C. but can break over greater rubs, | That is, They are men 
Pog. 120 of roowide a ſwallow ,as you ſomewhere phraſe it. — Where then will you | 
rclolve to hx ? | 

IV. © There are other Godly, Sober, unwilling Conformiſts, who, by the 
Bcnctit of ſubſcribing in their own ſenſe , have ſtyetch'd themſelves to # | 
what ;hey haze done : wl.0 contorm on the Terms of 'Mr, Sprint, fubmit- 

ting 
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ting to what would elſe be Evil, only to obtain the liberty of Preaching 

( far be it from me to put in any ſelfiſh ends) who are unwilling Con- 

formiſts, as the Weſtminſter Aſſembly were that after took, down Prelacy. 

Theſe, Theſe are the hopeful men, The other are too learned and zealour, *2 

or too ignorant and carnal, or too reaſonable and generous, And all of them 

too reſolved and hearty in their Conformity to be wrought upon. But theſe 

are Godly and Sober, and, which is the principal, unwilling Conformiſt s, 

whoſe Conformity is their burthen , who have ſtretcht themſelves to do 

what they have done, men formed in the very ſame mould as the Weſtminſter 

Aſſembly was that after took down Prelacy: And therefore it may well be 

hoped , that theſe will in time lend their belping hand to a ſecond Lift, and 
take down Prelacy again, 

* To all of them, that yet have ears to bear, T humbly preſcnt Theſe ibid. 
following Requeſts, | That is, To all, who are not yet paſt Grace and hardned, ys 
but cſpccially to yo , our Deareſt Brethrex of all the Contormilts, the 
Godly, Sober, unwilling ones, that offer violence to your own minds, and Con- 
form againſt Conſcience, that Jubſcribe, ſay and ſwear with a mental Reſer- 
vation, in your own and not in the Chu:ches ſenſe, that for the ſake of 
Preaching do that, which otherwiſe you look upon as Evil and Abominable, 
the Genuine Off-ſpring of the Weſtminſter Aſſembly, that notwithſianding all 
their former Subſcriptions, Oaths and Declarations, when opportunity ſerv'd, 
gave themſ« Iver a Diſpenſation, and took down Prelacy, 

 * We take not youw,whom I now write to, to be conſenting to this work, (of Pag. 134. 
ſilencing the N. C. ) though your Silence and Non-reſiſtance hath bred 

*ſuch thoughts of you in People, as we would fain have you cure by the 

' contrary means, | That is, by feaking out now in our behalt, and Reſiſting 

Authority , for theſe are the contray to Silence and Now reſiſtance, 

* If, we had expected, that heretofore you had petitioned our Rulcrs for Pag. 135; 
the Liberty of our Miniſtry, it had been no unreaſonable expecta- 
tion, — © If you had but humbly acquainted our Rulers. — That your judg- 
ment was, that our Miniſtry was more neceſſary than our perſonal Conformity 
(1) You know not but you might have been heard. Civil Governours Pag. 136. 
are never ſo Cruel in matters of Religion as the Ruling and exaſperating Cler- 
gy are. f(2) Or, at leaſt, you might have had the greater peace of con= | f This the 
ſcrence in all the Confufions that have follow'd, and ſaid, It is not long of ies of 
w. And( 3) you would have acquitted your (clves in the judgement Hpathic _ 
of all your hearers [ who are preſum<cd to be of the ſame teaven ] and they Envliſh Lord 
would hive been the leſs prejudic'd againli your Miniliry, } — But what !y Prelecie &c 
ſhould they have moved for ? That is the next point to be obſerved. OE 

* Had you petitioned, and prevailed, tor Theſe Two things, you had 
healed all our Breacher, 


I 3 *Fuſt, 
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Qui gdabato- *« Firſt ; That thie Door of Entrance might not have been b7vr'd by any 


—— Hoping > © other Subſcriptions, Profeſſions, or Oaths, than what were ''{cd in the 
'3 


"nes, omnia, © Churches of Chriſt, till the Exaltation of the Papacy. ( fo. 500 years ) 

 nunc ſe © belides the Oaths of Allegiance and Swpremacy, ( which at. a Noli me 
"quan a1] © x2npere,)) and the. Swbſcribing of the Dotirine of the Church of England, 
6 xm *in the XNXXIX Articles, according to the Thirteenth of Pueen L ':2abeth,] 
'S ar p- I ; X 

tat. Fwven, Which makes a plaulible Sound. 


(at. 10. * Secondly ; That thoſe ( fo ſubſcribing ) who dare not uſe the ..iturgy 
* and Ceremonies, might have leave to preach in tne Churches whici1 uſe 
page 137- *them, under Laws, which ſhall reſtrain them trom all unpeaczcablc Ops 


© polition to what they dare not uſe, or to the Government of the Churc .| 
Mark it! Theſe ſhould have been the Heads of your Petition for Ws. -— 
Well, but is thisall? No, you {hould have remembred the good People 


ſomewhat too. 


Ibid, —* Only let not the People who ſer '- Conformity, be thercfore dee 
*nicd Church-Communion and Sacrar 
Let us now a little view the Par! .((.! ' tir{t, tor the Miniſters, 
6 That the Door of Entor OFT pt WOT d b\ iny other Suvl.ripti- 
*.ons, Profciſions, or Oaths ttm whit were uſd 1n the Churches of 
* Chriſt, for 600 Years, or ti | the Exoltition of the Papacy.| We will 
not now diſpute about that Czlcul ation, — But this taken by it (elf, 


might poſſibly exclude the Oaths of All-giance and Supremacy, and Sub- 
ſeribing the Dofirine of the XXX1NX Articles tov > tor beture the Exaltation 
of the Papacy, there was no 0.calion of d:ſcl iiming it, or declaring againſt 
it, as there we do in ſundry of thoſe Ar:icles. Here therefore comes in 
the Exceptions. -— © Betides the Oaths of Allegiance and Swpremacy : |] 
Underſtand it, So far as they can ſtretch themſelves to take them in their own 
Sence, — © And the Subſcribing of the DoQrine of the Chrrch of England, 
*in the XXXIX Artic'es, according to the Thirteenth of Queen Elizabeth.] 
The former gives the colour of Good Subjefs , this latter of good Church 
of England Men, — - But obſcrve it carctully 3 *Tis not all the 39 Articles, 
*, which yet are the DoGtrine of the Church of England ; they are but for 
; ſome of them only, called by them the Doarine of the Church of England, 
as diſtinguiſhed wholly from all Matters of Diſcipline && Government, as 
they ſometimes explain themſelves. And theretore they add that other 
Phraſe, | © According to the Thirteenth of Queen Elizabeth, ] to unriddle 

their meaning to ſome, and at the ſame time conceal it from the Vulgar. 
Anno 13 Eliz. Let usconlider briefly the Words of that Statute, -— Declare his Aſſent, 
' ch, 12. and ſubſcribe to all the Articles of Religion, which only concern the Confeſſ0® 
*Y of th: true Chriſtian Faith, and the Doftrine of the Sacraments, comprized in 
@ Book imprinted, entituled, Articles : Whereupon it was agr:ed, by the Arch: 
leh:psi and Biſhops of both Provinces, &c. Now this, it tecms, they con- 
ltrue 


_—_—_ . *\. 
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arne thus, or to this effect : Only to thoſe of all the Articles, which concern 
the Confeſſim of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Doftrine of the Sacraments. 
Eur che Words of the Statute run gramatically thus: To all the Articles 
of Religion, which only concern, ( viz... all which Articles of Religion only 
eoncern ) the Confeſſion of the true Chriſtian Faith, and the Dofirine of the 
Sacraments.] And that this was the Intendment of the Law, appears from. 
what tollows there: That the Perſon thus affenting and ſubſcribing, 
ſpa! bring from the Biſhop, or Guardian of Spiritalties, in Writing, under 
hi: Seal Authentic, a Teſtimonial of ſuch Aſſent and Subſcription, —— and 
openly on ſome Sunday, read both the ſaid Teſtimonial, and the ſaid Articles, 
That is certainly, all the-39 Articles, the Book of Articles z and what he 
is to re2d openly, he is ſuppoſed to have hrit aſſented and ſubſcribed to. 
And ayain, 1n the ſame Statute, there follows a Penalty for maintaining 
or affirming, any Doctrine directly contrary or repugnant to any of the 
Cid Articles. — Bur if we explain it by currant Praftice, there can be 
no manner of doubt Ictt about It, — _ | 

We hve ſeen briefly, what they could ſwear and ſubſcribe to let us mind 
nex:, what they molt ſtick at, And one would gueſs, by thoſe words, 
[ 1 . the Exultation of the Papacy, | they ſhould fiick at nothing but what 
h: 1 fome known tendency thereunto, But the matter is otherwiſe, the 
D- »t Entrance is not to be barr'd by any other Smbſcriptions, Profeſſi- 
»: or Oaths, bcfides theſe by Name here excepted. By a Review then 
ot what elſe is enjoined by Law, we muſt conclude, what they cannot 
yeild unto. 

Frrit, then, They cannot declare their #nfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to the 
Liturgy and Ceremonics, with the Form or Manner of making, ordaining, 
and conſecrating of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 

idly, They cannot declare, that it 1s not lawful, upon any pretence 
whatlocver, to rake up Arms againſt the King z and that they doabhor that 
traiterous Poſition, of taking Arms by his Athority, againſt his Perſon, or 
apaintt thoſe that are commiſſionated by him. 

34ly ; They cannot declare, that they do hold there lies no Obligation 
upon them ror any other Perſon, from the Oath commonly called, the 
Solemn Leagre and Covenant, to cndeavour any Change or Alteration of 
Government, cither in Church or State z and that the ſame was in. it ſelf 
an unlawfel Oath, and impoſed upon the Subjects of this Realm, againſt 
the known Laws and Liberties of ths Kingdom. 

athly ; They cannot take the Oath of true and Canonical Obedience to 
the Biſhop, in a!l things lawf#l and honeſt 3 and fo in like manner, that 
againſt Simony, and that for Reſidence on Vicarages without a Diſpenſation : 
For neither of theſe are in their Exception. 


All 


Fro take U 


E Sg £h 
| E. gr. - All theſe Bars therefore to the Door of their Entrance mult be rem. 


\ #no common 
- | Lirurgy or Wis nos : 
| nies, they yet * maintain, who profeſs they cannot do theſe things and what 


* #1ti> lawfulon their Prafice upon them in time is like to be, that is, (bi adſunt vireg ) 
| flome pre When cver they are able. Which is more certainly to be gathered from 
* # Arms apainft the Obſcrvation of what it hath been in Times already paſt, than ſuch bare 
«rhe Ring, and Words as are pliven tor the preſent. To whom theretore that of Salvizn 
7 by his Autho- js but too applicable: Parum oft, quod nudis afſertionibus dicitis; ip 
emmy toward fibu veſtris contra vos teſtes eſtis, 

 Coainit his - . , EY Ne 
|< Perſon, and Put then an Admiſſion upon this their own limited Subſcription will 
| &hoſe commil- not ſerve, unleſs © thoſe whoſdare not uſe the Liturgy and Ceremonies, may have 
a x w_ © leave to preach in the Churches which uſe them: A proper Expcdient, by 
= Tex degrees to worm out the Uſe of both. Nor is the Salvo added, E! Un- 
£4 and Coven, © der Laws, which {hall reſtrain them from all unpeaceable Oppotition to 
© till obligeth © what they dare not uſe, or to the Government of the Church, ] extex- 
— *ro endeavour (G1, enowgh to prevent the Mitchiet : For we mult needs conclude, that 
PE heateratio Loſe who dare not uſe the Liturgy and Cercmonies, diſlike the Govern 
© of the Go- {Pp ? 
 <yernment;c ment, and belicve theſe things highly ſinful: For ſo we are told, | ©It 


\ $.e, The Fown- © js Sin, and no ſmall or tolerable Sin, which their Conſciences fear. ] 
 &atron-Princi- An what they (o believe, they will certainly upon all opportunities, 
19 Jrkr direly or indirefly, bear witne(s, and caution again(t, and labour to 
Fattiow and Withdraw others trom, How indecd ſhall they be taithtul in their Of- 
Rebellion, tice upon their own Principles, it they ſhould do otherwiſe? | To 

© be ſilent, and comply, is to be cruel to the Sinner and himſelf. And who 


can do it, that believcth Death and Judgment * ], So we had it even 


now. — | © How guilty are thoſe Miniſters ot the Blood of Souls, that 
© will not tcll Mcn ot their Sin and Danger? | Sv clſcwhcre, Next for 
the pcople. 


lt is to be defied, ( © only that all who ſcraple Conformity, ( in any 
© point ) be not therefore denied Church-Communion and vSacram-nts. 
Every one, *tis to be ſuppoſed, in that way and manner as the Teachers 
they ſhall adhere to, admiu.itter in. — The thort 1s, that thcy be ried te 
2othing. "+; | 

But the godly, ſober, unwilling Conformilts h2ve it {ccms, bcen fſad- 
ly replective ot their Duty, in petitioning + again/f the Laws for thele 
thinys hicherto : It they arc at length penitent, and rcſolve to do any 
b-: . thing tor the Cauſe hercatter, it will be ſome amends. And that 
thcy would do this, is the Jalt Requett our Author hath to m- ke. 
© And havivg incntioned this, what it I added yet this Claule 
*o my prefent Petition to you? That you will yet petition for us, 0T 
© rathcr ter the Church of Chriſt, that upon the forcaid Tern.s we may 46 
| 


Paz. 137. 


., 


- *NoBithops-- yeq ; And it concerns Authority to conſider well, what Judgment they 
proclaim themſelves of, both as to Church and State 3 and what Propoſitions. 
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cif poſſible, taken into the eſtabliſhed Miniſtry 3 if not, yet tolerated as 
© Leflurers under you, in fuch Churches where the Miniſters dcfirc us, 
© not taking any ot their Maintenance from them, but trultimmg God tor 
ur daily Bhead, ] Fain would they be on their own Tcrms in the 
Eſtabliſhed Gharch, it fo it may then be called 3 and when they are in, 
* . do their belt to ſhake other Eſtabliſhments out of it. But if this may 
' not be granted them, Lefwers under ſome Conformiſts, yet this under is a 
ſcurvy word, they like it not | © No Prelacy in Pariſh-Prieſtr, | as we Pap. 51. 
heard before. However, undcr ſome of their Brethren Conformilts, that de- 
| firethem tocarry on the Work as Allittants, would be pcrhapsno great Bure 
| denz eſpecially, [_* not taking any part of thcir. Maintenance, but trulting 
© God fordaily Bread, ] as if others did not truit God for that too. How this 
Proviſo, againſt taking any part ot their Maintenance, can be ſecured, I 
know not 3 for a great deal of that, in ſuch populous Places as they moſt 
affe&, depcnds upon the Peoples Contributions : And, where it doth 
not, yet they conceive ſome Right in themſelves ſtill to it 3 and how that 
Thought may work in Time, who can tell? It begins alrcady. 


——*<] think it had ſavoured of no exceſs of Charity, and Miniſterial ©: 134135- 

f Ingenuity, if he had ſaid: Brethren, you muſt perform your underta- | 
* ken Miniliry z and we, and the Peoples Souls, have necd of all your 
* Help and the Maintenance is given for the Work, therefore you that 
\ <work with us, ſhall have part of the Church-Maintenance with us, at 
* Tealt, a fifth part, as was allowed to the Ejeded by the Parliament, ( for 
thoſe Times are an cxcellent Pattern for our Imitation, ) *© becauſe the 
* People cannot maintain you, and it is hard to ſerve God without Anxi- 
* ey, while your Familics are in Want. This had better beſeemed our 
* Brethren, But we crave and expect no ſuch thing-from you. | Only 
thele are broad Signs, and ſpeak it loud enough, that they are both zn- 
earitable and wnjuſt, if they deny part of the Maintenence to you, whodo 
the Work whercunto it belongs. —— And what will the Pcople think 
and ſay of them ? 
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— *By this means you ſhall have no nccd to tear our injuring of p.,,. .. 
: , 395 5 137 
l- * your Wealth and Reputation. | 9. d. We have thought it requiſite to 
le | luppelt this unto you, becauſe, the truth is, we look upon you as ſome- 
y | what more worldly-minded than our ſelves, and ſo your Com..ouſneſs of 
at | "taining your own, which molt of you find little enowgh, may keep you 
| lrom doing us that Service, which otherwiſe we might hope for from 
you. Alas! you are utterly miſtaken in us, it you {hall once imagine, | 
that we regard our ſelves. *Tis the Church of Chriſt only we are ſol- 
K licitous 
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-” licitous Tor nor do we ſeck yours, but you, —— * Have we ſerved | 
! Pag-73- God twelve Tears, without one Bit of the Levites Portion ? And cannyy 
'þ we do ſo till we die? — Ir ſufficeth us to tell you, that we preach 


*not for Riches, and we will not ceaſe through Poverty, Talk 
E- *this rate to one another, ] Worldly Wretches as ye are ! 


if 
3 Pag. 137: —— * And now ( for the Cloſe ) as God will judg, fo let the World 
_ *judg, and let Polierity judg, whether we [ Phariſees ! | are unwor- 
» - © * thy, in compariſon of the preſent Miniſters of England, to be permitted | 
\ * topreach Chrilt”s Goſpel, on theſe ſelf-denying and abaſing Terms. ] | 
E-- You ſhould rather have ſaid, ſelf-aſſuming, ſelf-arrogating, ſelf-exalting, 
B - but Church-denying, King-abaſing, Law diſowning, P relacy-depeſing Terms, © 
| —— And fo let the Impartial judg upon the Premiſes. — And, 
| when they have determined this, if you pleaſe, let them reſolve them: 
: TOR ſelves further, Where the Petition again(t Eliabliſhments is like to ſtop; 
Q. 2. _ and whethcr the, Plea of Conſcience be not as cqual for tolcrating all | 
the dividing and ſubdividing Sets, as for any one of them? It being 
| | acknowledged, that all the contending Parties, from the Papiſt to the 
Duaker, arc ready to give themſelves the Commendation of being Lower; 
8 : of the Truth and Peace. 


' But what pious and prudent Indulgences Authority may judg meet 
upon occaſion to grant unto ſome Particulars of the truly bumble, quitt, 
and peaceable Diſſenters, upon the ſatisfaction given them by ſuch Deport- 
| ment, is not for us to adviſe or determinc. 


Mn! 


| 


| 
| 


US 1 


Mr. Baxter's free Account, how the Papiſts work their 
Ends among unſettled Profeſſors, 


<T"Heſe Papiſts, ſeeing the Temper of our unſetled Profeſſors, do creep 
BA | in among them, and uſe their utmott Skill to wnſettle them more, 
« and bring thcm into Diſlike of their Teachers, without which thcy have no 
hope of ſucceeding.» Their hrit Ways are, by reproaching the ſettled Go- 
«© vernment of the Church, and by drawing Men to Separation and Anabaptiſm, 
© and then perſuading them, that theſe are glorious Truths of God, which 
«heir former Teachers are unable to reccive z and that they are but a blind, 
© ſelf ſecking, proud Sort of Men, that would enthrall all Men to their Fudg- 
© ments, when;they arc in utter Darkncls themſclves. When they have 
« gotten them out thus tar, once to deſpiſe their Guides, then do they proceed 
© further with them, and perſuade them, that they which were blind in 
© the Points of Baptiſm and Church-Order, arc ſo'in other things as well as 
«that 3 and that this Light, which they have ſcen already, is but a Spark 
©and that theſe being Days of glorious Diſcoveries, there are yet more and 
* greater Matters to be revealed, Hereupon they put an handſom Dreſs upon 
* many of the groſſejt Points of Popery, and recommend theſe as the new and 
* rare Diſcoveries. But this they do not in the Name and Garb of Papiſts, 
[ Mark that! ] but as the Popiſh Few at Newcaſtle, they turn Anabaptiſts, 
*[ and God knows what bclides, ] and then riſe a Step higher, and lead 
* othcrs after them 3 ſo that the ſilly People (hall never know that it i3 Pa- 
* pits that are their Leaders, Yea, they will cry out of the Pope, and call 
* all that differ trom them Antichriſtizn, purpoſely to divert Suſpicions, 
* and blind Mens eyes. Thus theſe Papiſts have begotten this preſent Set 
*of Quck.rs, | and who can tell how many o' her Sets? | tilt, pretending 
* to ſtrange Revelations, Viſions, and Trances, ſuch as are commonly men- 
' tioned in the Lives of their Saints, in their Legends, And fo you have 


\ *hereand thcre a Papiſt, Jurking to be the chict Speaker among them 


*and theſe have taſhioncd many others to their turns, to ſupply their rooms, 
' who. yet know not their own Fathers, —— It you ask me, How I know that 


| "they are Papiſts rho thus ſeduce them? 1 anſwcr: (1.) Becauſe they do 
+ the Papiſts Work, and maintain their Cauſe, as far as yet they dare ven- 


"fure to bring it forth. - (2+) It is known by certain Proof, that it is 
the Papilts that do ſeduce and Icad them. Many of themſelves have con- 
'tls'd fuch things. And their p:cſent Induſtry among us is well known, 
'( which that they may procced in with leſs Impediment,) they are the 
'Walous Defenders of Univerſal Tweration, or Liberty for propagating 

R 2 | Soul- 


In kis Letter 
to an unſetled 
young Man 
tore his 

I44hers Cate- 
chiſmy 1657, 
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* Soul-poyſoning Doftrines, tor all the Torments of the Inquitfition in 
* other Countries. 


0 =>, I a> <—_— a 


Ar. Baxter's (tation of Mr. Rich. Hooker, at the 
end of his Cure of Church-Diviſtons, ſet right with 
the Original, by the Addition of a few Words, that follow 
in that Learned Asthor, craftily omitted by him. 
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"Mr. 7/coter's © JF Deny not, but that our Antagonills in the( Controverſies may, perad- 
| Ep. Ded. to ] venture, have mct with ſome not unlike to Ithacivs, who mightily 
= Eeclel. Pol. « bending himſelt by all means againit the Hereſy of Priſcillian, ( the hatred 
" (Yetthar, ic *of which one Evil was all the Vertwe he had,) became fo wiſe in the 
| ſeems, was 2 © eqq, that cvcry. Man, carctul of vertuvus Converſation, {tudious of the” 
 Vertye. Note < Gr ipture, and given to any Abliinence in Diet, was fet down in his 
_—_ © Kalendar for a ſuſpedted Priſcilliaciſt, tor whom it ſhould be expedient to 
© prove the Soundnels of thwir Faith, by a inorc -licentious and lcoſe Be- 
[The Truth <p. our. Srch Prociors and Patrons the Truth might ſpare. Yet is not their 
F Nl de +"2i * Geoſsneſs ſo intolcrable, as on the contrary lide, the ſeurnilois, and more 
' thattoo. ] - © than Satyrical Immodeſty of Martiniſm : The firſt publiſh'd Schedules 
: © whereof being, brought to the hands of a grave and very honourable 
© Knight, with fiznitication given, that the Book would retrcſh his Spi- 
© rits, he took it, {aw what the Title was, read over an unſavoury Sen- 
© tence or two, and delivered back the Libel, with this Anſwer : I am 
"= © ſorry you are of the Mind 10 be ſolaced with theſe Sports, and ſorrier you | 
© have berein th.ught my Aﬀection like your own, [ Here Mr, Baxter leaves | 
= off 3 but it follows immcdiatly in the Author thus: ] © But as thele Sores 
-.. © on all hands lic open 3 ſo the deepeſt IVounds of the Church of God have 
= ' © hecn more ſoft'y and cloſely given. | Which Words rcfle& upon Baux- 
Tn © terianiſm, as remarkably as the foregoing do upon Ithacianiſm on the 
| © one band, and Martiniſm on the other. 
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FC Far 1 PRINT and A Tvice long ſrace given by Arch-Þti- 
I {hop Land, 11 his Sermon on 'Tfalm 122.3, 4, 5o 
Prcached . ebr. 6th, 1625. | 


Ne thingy morc I will bz: bold to ſpeak, out of a !!ke Duty to the 

* Church of England ard the Hoſe of David, They , wh ever they 
©. that would overthrow ſed-s Eccleſre, ſeats of Ecchſtuitical Government, 
«will not ſparciif ever they c;et Power, to have a pluck at the Throze of Da- 
*:i4, And there 1s not a man, that 1> torParity, all tcllows in th- Church, 
but he is not fir Monarchy in th2 State, And certainly either he is but 
* þalf-bea /e4 to\his own Principles, or he can be but h.lf-hearted to the Houſe 
of David. 

[| Hem, Sermon on Epheſ. 4. 3. Preached Marcy. 17th,1628. ] © Now 
« the Breakers of |the Bond of Peace, bothin Church and C\nunonwealth, are 
© Pride and Diſohedience, For theſe two crie one to another. that is, Pride 
© to Diſovedience, Come, let us break the Bond, And this is vcry obſervable, 
* and with retcrence to his Boad of Peace tov, You {hall ncver ſce a Diſ- 
* obedicnt man but he is Proud. For he would Obey it he did not think 
* him(ſelt fitt:y to Govern, Nor ſhall you ever ſce a Proud man ſtoop to 
* bind up any thing. But it you fſce him ſtoop, take heed of him, *tis 
* doubtleſs to break, the Bond of Peace, The Reaſon's plain, It he ſtoop to 
* bind up, he knows he ſhall be but one of the bundle, \which his Pride can- 
© not endure, Burt it he tioop to loſe the bond, then he may be free, and 
* erp his Vertxe, as he calls it, that is, may hope to run foremott in the 
* bead of a Fadion. Fond men, that can be thus bewitched with pride 
* againli themſelves! For when they are bound up, thouph but as one of the 
* Bundle 3 yet thercin,undcr God, they are ſtrong and ſafe, But when the 
* Bond ts broken, acd they perhaps, as they wil, in the Head, headlong 
"they run upon their own ruin — 

* Now to keep wnity, I have made bold to dire you one way already ; 


*And here's anather, *Tis neceſſary that the Govcrnours have a good and *: 


* quick eye to diſcover the cunning of them that would break, the Unity 
* firjt, and the whole Body after. You ſhall give a gueſs at them by This: 
* they ſpeaks much for Vaity as any men, but yet, it you mark them, you 
* (hall {i11] tind them buſy about the knot that binds up Unity in Peace, Some- 
* what there is |that wrings them there. They will pretend perhaps, *tis 
very good there ſhould be Vinculum, a Bond to bind men to obedience, O 
* God furbid elſe ; but they would nor hive the knot too hard, Take heed, 
"their aim is, They would have a little more liberty that have too much 
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realy. Or perhaps they'l pretend, they would not wntie the knot 3, no, 
© there may be danger in that, but they would only Tr: it to :92 other ſide, 
© becauſe this way it lis uneaſily, But this 1s but a ſhift neither. For turn 
© the knot which way you will, all binding to obedience will be grievous ty 
© ſome. It may be thcy'l protelt, | that though they ſhould wntze it, yer 
f they would not leave it looſe, | They would perhaps tie it otherwiſe, 
but they would be ſure to knit it as faſf, Tiuit not this pretext neither, 
Our of qu-ttion their mcaniay 15 tO tre up unity na B1:p-knt, which they 
may 1 p at one ead when they liit,, Indeed, whatlocvcr they pretend, if 
they be curirus about the knot, I pray look to their Fingers, and to the 
Bond of Peace tov, 


ſ Mr Baxter's calm and Sober Reſolution, How far we 
are bound to obey Men's Precepts about Religion. 


/ 


| Five Difputa- | 1, © We muſt obey both magiſtrates and paſtors in all things lawful, 


tons, of Ch: «© hich belong to th-ir Offices to command, 2, It bclongs not to their Office 
Government _ ” 


and worthip, © {0 make Goda New Worſhip, but to command the mode and circumitances of 
Pag. 48z. * Worſhip belongeth to therr Office; for guiding them whercin God hath 
| * given them G-nera! Reeles, 3. We mult not take the Lawfu! Commands 

* oft our Governours to be unilawfel., 4. It we do through IPeakneſs or 

* Perverſneſs take lawtul thinps to be unlawtul, that will not excuſe our 

ef © Diſobedience, Our Error 1s Our $in, and one ſin wil! not excuſe another, 5, 

* Many things that are miſ-commanded muſt be obeyed, —- The Reaſons of this 

rid.pÞq51,&c.] " are obvious and clear. Even becauſe it is the Office of Govern urs to de- 
7+ © termine of ſuch circumſtances, It is the Paſtors Office to guide and overſee 

* the Flock — And thercture, when he determines theſe, he 1s but 1n his 
.-,. *orn way, and doth but his own work; and thertore he is therein the judge, if 
 Exhecaſebe contrevertible, It none thall obey a Magitirate or Palior in the 
*works of their own Othce, as lung as they think, he did them not the 

© btit way, all Gygvernment then would be preſently overthrown, and obedis 

© ence denied, We are ſure that God hath commanded ws to obey them 
*tbat are aver us in tve Lord, (| 1 The. 5. 12, Heb, 12.7, 17. &&) 
Eo *And therctorce a cert in duty may not be forborn upon uncertain conjectures, 
a=; Or upon cvcery miſcarriage ten them that we owe it t9, This would un- 
* Church all Churches ( as they arc Political Societies. ) For it Patiors be 
*taken down and the work of Patiors, the Church is taken down 

* And if Government and Obedtence, be taken down , then Paſtors and ther 

© work is 1ak;n down which will be the truit of This Diforder. —6, As an Er- 
*r02u6 judgment will not cx.ufe us from obcdicnce to our Governours, 0 
"wait 9 leſs will a douvifuineſs exciſe w, 7, As ſuch a doubting erring: 


Judg- 


* Tr" 


*:adgment cannot obey zn ( plenary ) faith, ſo much leſs can he diſobey in faith, 
* For it is a known Command of God. that we obey th-m that have the Rule over 


6.15% ut they have no Word of God againſt the A@ of Obediencce now in queſtion, 9 


© ___ $8. In doubtful cafcs it is our duty to wfe God s Means for our intor- 
ration : and one means is to conſult with our Teachers, and hear their words 
* with teachableneſs and meekneſs, 9, It being their otkce to teach us, it 
<ruit be our duty to believe them with an humane Faith, in caſes where we 
& have no evidence to the contrary, And the Duty of Oveying them being certain, 
© :nd the ſnfrlneſs of the thing © mmanded, being wncertzin munkiown and 


- 


* only ſuſpefted, we multi go on tie ſurer fide; | that is, It I5 cur Duty <9 


' to Obey onr Teachers. notwithſtanding ſuch doubts io. Yer mutt we in great 
* and doubitul \caſcs not take up with the Suſp-&ed jadament of a ſingle 


f 


* Pator, but apply our ſelves to the Unanimous Paſtors of other Churchec. _ 
* . - X ; "AY 
* 11, Chriftians ſhould not be over-buſte in prying into the work of their Go= 44 


* vernours, nor too forward to ſuſped thiir Determinations, But when they 
* know that it is their Rwlers work to gnide them, by determining of due 
*Cirexmitances of| Worſhip, they ſhould without canſleſs Scruples readily obey, 
till they ſee juſt reaſon to ſtop them in their Obedience, 

*And now I intreat all humble Chriſtians, rcadily to obey both Magiſtrates 
* and Paticrs in| all lawfiel things, and to conſider to that end theſe 
* Reaſons following, . 

*1, If you will not obcy in lawful things, you deity Authority, or over- 


Pag. 485. 


* throw Government it ſelf, which is a Great Ordinance of God, eſtabliſhed in the +, 


fifth Commandment with promiſe, And as that Commandment, reſpecting 
* Socicties and common Good, is greater than the following Commands.as they 
'r&ſpect the private Good ot our Neighbours, or are but pirticular means 
't) that pablick Good, whoſe foundation is laid in the tifth Commandment : 


"90 accordingly the Sin againſt this fifth Commandment, muſt be greater than <1 


' againſt the reſt. 
*2, In diſobeying the lawful Commands of our Supcriours, we diſobcy 


Chrilt, who xleth by them as his Officers, even as the diſobeying a 0 


* Juſtice of Peace, or Fudge, is a diſybeying of the Soveragin Power,yea,in ſome 
' Caſes when their Sentence is unjuſt, 'Some of the Ancient Doctors thought, 
' that the fifth Commandment was the laſt of the firſt Table of the 


| | ; 
Decalogue, and that the Honouring of Gov<rnours is part of our Honour <1 


to God, they being mention'd there as his Offic:rs, with whom he himſelf 
5 honoured or dilhonoured, obeyed or diſobeyed: For it is God's Authority; 
"that the Magiltrate, Parcnt, and Paſtor is «ndved with, aud empowred 
' by, to rule thole that arc put under them. | 


'3. What Confuſion will-be brought to the Church, if Paſtors be not >» 


* obeyed Inthings lawtul? &c. | 
* 4. Diſobedience in matters of Circumſtance will exclude and overthrow the 
- Subs 


[ 80 ] 
+ © Subſtance of th: Worſhip it ſelf. God commandeth 'us to pray : If one 
* part of the Church will not joyn with a ſfinted Form of Prayer, and the | | 
* other part will not joyn without it, both Partics cannot be pleaſed ; ang *: 
* ſo! one part mult calt off Prayer it ſelf or ſeparate from the relt, God 
| £ * commandeth the Keading,and Preaching, and bearing of Sripture. and ſing ing 
I * of Pſ2lms 3 but he hath left it to Man, to make or chooſe the beſt Tranſlatim of | 
* Scripture, or Verſion of the Pſalms : Now it the Paſtor appoint one Verſion 
©and Tranſlation, and thc Church joyn in the uſc of it, it any Members 
il * will ſcruple joyning in the Tranſlation or Verſion, they mult needs for- 
* bear the whole Duty of Heariny, the Scripture, and Singing Pſalms in the 
© Congregation. It thcy pretend a ſcruple againit the appointed Time or 
* Place of Worſhip, they will thereby calt off the Forſhip it ſelf. For it they 
* avoid our Time or Place, they cannot mect, nor worlhip with us. 
* $5. And when they are thus carried to (eparate trom the Congregation 
-. © upon ſuch Grounds as theſe, they will be no where fixed, but may be jtill 
- © ſubdividing, and ſeparating one from another, till they are refolved into In- 
'S. © dividuals, and havc no ſuch thing as a Church among them. For they can have 
E © no aſſurance or probability, that ſoine of themſelves will not diſſent from | 
© the reſt in one Circumſtance or other, as they did from their Paſtors, and the | 
© Church that they were of before, | 
| * 6. By this means, the IWWicked, that are diſobedient to their Teachers, and 
' 37 ©reed the Worſhip of God, will be hardned 7 their ſin, and taught by Profeſſors 
© 20 defend their Ungodlineſs 3 For the very fame courſe that you take, will ſerve 
* theirturns, Thcy need not deny any Duty in the Subſtance, but deny 
the Circumſtance, and {o put off the Subſtance of the Duty, If a wicked man | 
[ "/ © ill not hear the Word preached, he may (ay, | I am not againſt Preaching, | | 
© but I am Unſatisfied of the Lawfulneſs of your Time and Place: I amin | 
© Tudgment againſt coming to your Steeple-houſe, or azainſt the Lords day, | It 
© he will not be perſonally inſtructed or admoniſhed, &c. he may (ay, [ Iam | * 
« for Diſcipline, I know *tis my Daty to be inſtrutcd; but I am not ſatisfied that | © 
T am bound to come to you when you ſend for me, or to appear at ſuch a place as you | * 
appoint : The Word of God nameth no Time or Place, and you ſhall not deprive | * 


7 © me of my Liberty, &c. By This device it 1s, that the Rebellion of unruly Pec- 
* pleis defended, | 
Pag. 437. © 7. By this Diſobcdicnce 1n things lawtul,the Members of the Church will | 
TT © be involved in Contentions, and ſo engaged in bitter Vncharitableneſs, and Cen- 
© eres, Perſecutions, and Reproaches of one another : which Scandalous courſes } * 
© will nozriſh Vice, diſhonour God, rejoyce the Enemies, grieve' the Godly that are } *: 
© peaceable and judicious, and wound the Conſciences of the Contenders. We | *1 
© © ſee the Beginnings of ſuch Fires are ſmall but whither they will tend, and | 6! 
© what will be the End -f them, we ſee not. 
* 8. By this imcans alto, Magiſtrates will be provoked to take Men of tender 
Conſcience), 


_ 


[ 87] 


e Conſcienc 7. for faftions, unruly, and unnreaſynable Men, and to turn their Ene- 
© mics, and uſc Violence againlt them, when they ſee them fo ſelf-conceited, 


©nd refuſing Obedience in lawful Circumſtances. 


. 


«9. By this mcans allo the Converſion and eſtabliſhment of Souls will be 
BR, bindred, and People paſſe ſſed with Prejudices againſt the Church and Or- 
© dinances, When they take us to be but humorous People, and ſee us in ſuch 
c Contentions.among | our ſelves. | 

© 10, [t will ſcemz.to the wiſeſt to ſavory of no ſmall meaſure of Pride. —Hum- 
QAMen would fooner ſuſpect themſelves,and quarrel with their ownDiſtempers, 
© >rd (abit to thoſe tvat are wiſer then themſelver,and that are ſet over them for 
« their Gatid ance by the Lord, There may more dangerous Pride be manitfclicd 
in theſe maiters, then 1n Apparel, and ſuch lower Trifles. 

* 11, Conlider alſo.,that yielding in things lawful the Scripture recommendeth 
©1159. How tar yiclded Pal, when he Circumciſed Timothy * Act. 16. 3: 
*And when he tock the Men, and purified himſelf with them © &c. Act. 
©21, 26, 27. And this for almyſt ſeven Days? 1 Cor. 9. 19, 20. Study 
@ this Exanip.e, Read a/fo, Rom. 14 and 15: Chap. —and 1 Cor.s, I 3, &C. and 
© Matth.12. 1. 2, to. 9. You find that hnger jultined the Diſciples of Chriſt 
* for p/ncking and r149bing the Ears of Corn on the Sabbath Days. And Hunger 
uliihicd Darid, and thoſe that were with him,tor entring into the Houſe of 
©God,and Eating the Srew-bread, which was not lawful for him to cat, nor 
' for them which were with him, but only tor the Priclts: And the Prieſts 
fin the Temple were! blamclels tor prophaning the Sabbath Day. 

*Now it things, before Accidentally Evil, may by this much neceſſity become 
'awfuland a Duty, then may the Commands of Magiſtrates or Paſtors,and the 
* Unity of the Church,and the avoiding of Contention and offence, and other Evils, 
* be allo ſuthcient to warrant us in obeying, even in mmconvenient Circamſtan- 
*tials of the Wreſhip of God, that otherwiſe could not be juſtihed. 

* Laſtly, Conlider, How much God hath expreſs'd himſelf in his Word to be 
' pleaſed in the Obedience of Believers,not only to Chriſt immediatly,but alſo to bim 
* in bis Officers, 1 Sam. 15, 22. Col, 3. 20, 22. I Theſ, 5. 12, 13. Heb. 
'13.7,417, 24.1 Tim. 5.17. —— As the General Commiſſion to a Parent, or 
' Maſter, or Magiſtrate, to govern their intcriour Relations, doth authoriſe 
*thcm to many Particalar As bclonging to their Othce that were never 
' named in their Commiſſion : So your General Command to obey them obligeth 
'you to obey them in the ſaid Particulars. 

*It a Child thall ask a Parent | where doth God's Word allow youto command 
'm2to learn this Catechiſm, or read this Divine's Writings,or repeat this Sermon, 
'or writeit f &c, | Doth not the Qucefiion dclerve to be anſwered with the 
'Rod? The general Commiſſion tor the Parcnts to Govern their Thildren is 
luthcient, KC. | 

Reader, 1 have been at the pains to tranſcrive all to,s from the Enl of a Tedie 
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Pag. 438. 
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Pag. 492. 


Diſput. 1. 


Pay. 5. 


ous Volumn of pro and con Diſputations, where it was like to be read but of 
very few, as matter of General InſtruTion, ht to be Communicated to the | 


whole IWVorld, And it would po a great way certainly to end our Controverſies 


and Diviſions, if People were but once reſolved, who are their Governouy, 


both Civil and Eccleſaſtical, to whom all this Obedience 1s, upon ſo many weighty 


Fi grounds bath of Scripture and Reaſon,due ? The Queltion is not we ſee of the 


neceſſity of Government on the one hand,and Obedience on the other (and the propl: 
do but deceive themſelves to expetan Eaſe by anyTurn or Change as to their duty) 


but, who ſhould Govern # or, whom we are to own for our Maſters and Teacher; 


, — Apply but all this Diſcourſe to the King as Supreme, and our lawful Gover. 


nours under him both in Church and State, and the Prodxd of it will be Bleſſed 
Conformity to their oderly Appointments about the Circumſtantials of Religion,fn 
the well ſecuring the ſubjtance of both, to ur, and onr poſterity. — And whateyer 


{ opinion be now ſuggelicd by any apgainft the Byhops of owr Church,asUſirpers, 


7 Mr.Baxters words,in one of theſe Diſputations,are theſe —-| *We have had,and 


"bg" 
qT 


© have Men of tht judgment,that have been exccllent inſtruments of the ( þ _ 


Good,and ſo eminent for God's Graces and gifts,that their Names will be preciow, | 


whilſt Chriſt hath in England a Reformed Church._——Moreover,who knoweth 
© not, that Moſt of the Godly able Miniſters of England, ſince the Reformatian 
© did judge Epiſcopacy, ſome of them, lawful, and fome of them, moſt Fit? 
© (For the Nonconformiſts were but few) And that even before this late Trouble 
© and War,the molt, even almoſt all of tholc that were of the late Aſſembly x 
© IVeſtminſter,and moſt through the Land, did ſubſcribe and conform to Epiſcopal 
© Government | cvcn the Eng/i Prelacie | as a thing not contrary to the IWord 
* of God. So that it is evident, That it is very Confitent with a Godly Life 
*ro judge Epiſcopacie | cven, that of the Church of England ] lawful 
* andfit, or elſe we ſhould not have had ſo many Hundred Learned andGodly 
<Men of that mind ]|—1 will not comment any tarthcr upon thc-particulars; 


Jos add this only for acloſe, that it may be worth the while, for Everyone 


to lay his hand upon his Heart, ard impartially examine, who they were that firſt 


brake theſe uſcful Rules, and ſet that perverſe Copy of Diſobedience to Rulers and 


Teachers,which hath now ſo ſtrangely over-run and poiſoned the whole Nation? 


—_ Andthen ro move the Pueſtion, Why for the time to c:me, this ſhould not be at 


Good and wholeſome Doctrine under King Charles the Second, as it was reputed 
under R. the ProteCtor ? 
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